A newsletter dedicated to Cross Connection Control and Backflow Prevention www.abpa-sa.org

September Vol. 32 Issue 9

Hands-On CEU Training every 3 years – A Necessity!
The following deals with the necessity for Backflow Prevention Assembly Testers to receive actual
hands-on training every 3 years. Listed below are some of the comments – situations –
discussions we get with practically every hands-on (Practical Skills) training course we conduct.
 In San Antonio we have had a hands-on CEU requirement for close to 50 years
 NEVER had a tester come through and 101 Test and Troubleshoot through all four testable
assemblies. Hear things as noted below:
o This is the way I do it
o That’s not important
o I have a better idea
o My buddy taught me a better way
o I haven’t tested any backflow preventer in 3 years
o We really need this hands-on!
o Why do we do that procedure in certain way
o I do not have a sight tube or bleed-off valve
 Testers need to be upgraded on events – testing issues – water purveyor concerns with
testers – falsifications, etc. Discussions – a necessity!
 In Texas we went through issues to develop Quality Tester training – including an actual
hands-on re-certification requirement - Virtual training will not and cannot replace actual
hands-on. Comments we receive in our CEU courses o I Wasn’t Trained in the course I went through
o We did not fill out any T & M’s
o We didn’t have any actual hands on training
o We didn’t have any trouble shooting training
 Ft. Worth was requiring hands-on training every year – moved to every 3 years with the
development of TCEQ Licensing Program
CONT: Page 9

See Page (10) for 2022 Free Hands-On Class
See Page (8) for Gauge Testing Instructions

September – COVID Limited

Meeting September Agenda COVID Limited

Meetings of the San Antonio Chapter ABPA
are held the second Thursday of every month
except December. Dinner and refreshments
are served at 6:00 p.m. sharp with the meeting
starting at 6:15. The next meeting is:

5:00 p.m.

General discussion and quorum
confirmation

5:15 p.m.

Call Meeting to order.

5:16 p.m.

Secretary’s Report. Read and approve the
minutes of the previous meeting.

5:20 p.m.

Treasurer’s Report. Discussion and
approval of the treasurer’s report.

5:25 p.m.

Supply Officer’s Report

5:30 p.m.

Vice President’s, Directors’, and any other
reports for the good of the chapter.
Comments, new business, any discussion.

5:40 p.m.

Training Report. Training & Meal Sponsors

5:45 p.m.

Webmaster Report

5:50 p.m.

President’s Report. New & old business

6:00 p.m.

Meal is served.

6:15 p.m.

General Membership Meeting

Date:

Thursday September 8, 2022

Time:

6:00 PM Pre-registration Required

Loc: Holiday Inn Express, 11010 IH-10 W
Next door to Cracker Barrel
Program: by BAC-FLO Unlimited, Inc.
Meal Sponsor: BAC-FLO Unlimited, Inc.

No alcoholic beverages
allowed
Next Meeting: October 13, 2022

1.
2.
3.
4.

Big Thanks to
Miller Mays for sponsoring
our meeting and providing a
$50 Academy gift card for the
raffle drawing.

Report from the Directors Meeting. President
City, regional, and national reports. James
Cantrell and any City personnel present
Training program for the evening.
Raffle prize drawing.

Ongoing Goals of ABPA-SA Chapter
1. Educational Outreach with public by
presenting at PHCC meetings, engineering
firms, schools, and neighborhood
associations. Continuing goal.

Robert Stricker for the
training program “Preventing
Backflow In Plumbing
Systems”

2. Greater use of TCEQ website. Tracking of
CEUs, Services available. Personal
education.
3. Increase member awareness of importance
of chapter meetings. Increase attendance
and public awareness.

Let’s all continue to practice
proper sanitizing.

4. Increase website resource information.
More detailed links to more information like
TCEQ, COSA, and any place that would be
helpful to our members
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"Direct Talk" by the President
The September 8th meeting will be held at the Holiday Inn Express – Medical Center, 11010 IH10 West, the location we are currently using for our meetings. If you are unable to attend a
meeting for which you have registered, please call Bill at 210 415-0271 to let us know you won’t
be able to attend. Important Notice: We still need volunteers to man our booth at the Home &
Garden Show Friday, September 30 12:00 pm - 8:00 pm, Saturday, October 1 10:00 am 8:00 pm, and Sunday, October 2 1:00 am - 6:00 pm. Please sign-up to help for at least 4
hours. All workers will receive free admittance and your parking will be reimbursed. Any
suggestions you might have regarding the chapter are always welcome. Stay safe.

Keith Waldrep
Here is a good website for emergency information: www.sanantonio.gov/emergency/

Chapter Chatter

From your, not so funny Secretary, Greg Shean

Home and Garden Show Volunteers Needed.
The dates and times are in the minutes. The H&G Show visitors are there because they want to be and will
stop by if they have questions. They want to learn. The focus is protecting their residential water supply.
Everyone is becoming more aware around Texas of the importance of testing and maintaining backflow
prevention assemblies, including those on a homeowner’s irrigation system. For various reasons, residential
backflow rules vary, depending on the city. We can explain the importance of backflow protection better than
a testing letter they just received. We are “selling safe water.” Everyone wants that.
A Fun and Crooked Raffle
Raffle tickets were passed out, one to an attendee, at the July 22nd SAIA/TNLA sponsored Party Deck Buffet
at the Missions game. The raffle was run by two of our most esteemed chapter members who used $200
donated by Rain Bird to buy bargain basement Mission items from their gift shop. Our two chapter members
would then go around, under the guise to ensure that the “little ones” had a raffle ticket. They would also
remember the number. Then, magically, hocus pocus, that number was drawn. So much excitement from
the little ones! Their parents were excited, a lot more excited than if a parent had won. Great show guys.
Got to keep these members away from our November raffle.
Back to Baffin Bay
The details are in the minutes. What is not, is the menu as in past fishing trips. As we say, “Come for the
fishing. Stay for the food”. “The fishing might be hit and miss, but the food is fantastic”. “If only your spouse
could cook like this”. It also can be a quiet day to relax and recharge. Here are the meals and menus:

Friday Evening: Troy: Weenie roast – Baird’s providing everything. This will be like U R Cooks
because of the different arrival times. Pumpkin pie with a homemade crust and real whipped cream.
Saturday Breakfast: Homemade biscuits. 18 cups of pork “speckley gravy” with 3# pork sausage
gravy. 3# Schott’s bacon – 1# fried. Eggs are available. Fred will bring Keurig cups. Cinnamon
rolls (toasted walnuts, raisins, and no icing).
Saturday Lunch: Gumbo with lots of protein (no bugs), which was a big hit last year. White rice,
saltine crackers, and hot sauces.
Saturday Dinner: Robert and Jeff will season and deep-fry fish caught off pier or Lake HEB in
vegetable oil. Scratch hushpuppies with cheese and kernel corn and onion rings. Homemade tartar
sauce, Siracha, and Tabasco sauce. Pumpkin pie with whipped-cream.
Sunday Breakfast: Sausage gravy, which is popular. 3# Schott’s bacon – 1# fried, Cinnamon rolls,
Eggs available for those who want to cook their own, and whatever is left over.
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The Meeting Meal
President Keith has appointed Trinidad Chairez, our Vice-President, to be in charge of selecting and
ordering the meals for our monthly meetings. Bill will continue to handle the meeting registration
with Greg’s help to be in the meeting registration loop in the event something happens to Bill. Bill
will report the number of meals needed to Trinidad on the day the order needs to be submitted.
Anyone who has meal ideas or vendor suggestions needs to contact Trinidad Chairez at
trinidadch2015@gmail.com and let him know what you have in mind. There have been suggestions
of the Chapter purchasing bulk chips and cookies in lieu of purchasing Box Meals, however, many
feel we should still be very cautious with the various viruses floating around. A discussion might be
in order at the next meeting.

www.phcc-sanantonio.org

September 1 Nominations for 2023 Board Accepted
September 8 Membership Meeting – TX Parks Wildlife - Wildlife programs
for Private landowners & 2022-2023 rules
September 23 Fishing Captains Meeting
September 24 Fishing Tournament – Fulton, TX
October 5 Built for the Trades Lunch & Learn
“Growing your Business thru Leadership Development”
October 13 Membership Mixer
November 10 Annual Business Meeting
December 15 Christmas Party

MINUTES
SAN ANTONIO CHAPTER–ABPA
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING
Thursday, August 11, 2022
Keith Waldrep, President, presided over the meeting. The ABPA San Antonio Chapter meeting
started at 6:12 PM at the Holiday Inn Express-Medical Center, 11010 IH-10 West.
EXECUTIVE OFFICERS – PRESENT
Keith Waldrep – President
Trinidad Chairez – Vice President
Greg Shean – Secretary

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS – ABSENT
Joe Fazekas – Past President
Jeff Hoffman – Treasurer
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OFFICERS SPECIAL TO THE CHAPTER
– PRESENT
Manny Hernandez –Program Director
Troy Baird – Supply Officer
Carl Michaud – Gauge Testing/Certification
Bill Hamrick – Membership and Newsletter
Matthew Wilgen– Webmaster
Jeff Meeks – Sgt. At Arms

OFFICERS SPECIAL TO THE CHAPTER
– ABSENT
Jim Cantrell – Liaison to SAWS

DIRECTORS AT LARGE – PRESENT
Bruce Rathburn – 1 year
Jeff Stricker – 2 year
Robert Stricker -1 year
Bob Clark - 2 years
GUESTS PRESENT: Emilie Prado, SAWS
Valerie Lopez, SAWS

DIRECTORS AT LARGE – ABSENT
Fred Baird -2 years

Agenda Item #1. President’s Report: Keith called the meeting to order. He asked that everyone turn off
their cell phones and no game playing. If necessary to take an emergency call, please leave the room.
He asked for a minute of silence to pray for our United States and what we are going through. INFO.
Agenda Item #2. Secretary’s Report: Minutes were in the newsletter. Bruce made a motion to accept.
Passed. INFO.
Agenda Item #3. Treasurer’s Report: No report. INFO.
Agenda Item #4. Supply Officer’s Report: Troy has new inventory in stock. INFO.
Agenda Item #5. Meeting Sponsor: Miller Mays. sponsored the meeting. INFO.
Agenda Item #6. Meal: Box meals from Schlotzsky’s were provided by Miller Mays. There were 39
meal boxes, 13 Roast Beef, 13 Ham, and 13 Turkey available on a first come, first serve. A number of
members registered indicating they did not want a meal. The chapter donated bottled water and sodas
for the meeting. Bill asked for a show of hands if the preference was Schlotzsky’s, Firehouse Subs, or
Jimmy Johns. Schlotzsky’s won the vote and their sandwich was in their custom baked round bun which
was pre-cut in half. INFO.
Agenda Item #7. Raffle: Miller Mays donated a $50 Academy gift certificate. INFO.
Agenda Item #8. Webmaster. No report. INFO.
Agenda Item #9. Gauge Testing: Carl reported that only one gauge was requested to be tested. All is
going well. Please follow the directions in the newsletter. INFO.
Agenda Item #10. Home & Garden Show: It will be at the Alamodome from September 29th (Thursday
set up) to October 2nd (Sunday open and teardown.) The chapter will have a booth and needs volunteers
for four hour shifts. Keith has the signup sheet. Hugh Cunningham has donated more hose bib vacuum
breakers. The main job will be to explain why they are important and how to use. And, of course, to
answer any questions about Backflow to the common homeowner. INFO.
Agenda Item #11. Hands-on Training: The training will be on September 20th at Bac-Flo Unlimited in
Boerne. Members, in good standing, must attend 5 meetings per year to qualify for the free hands-on.
INFO.
Agenda Item #12. Fishing Trip: The trip will be the weekend after the hands on – September 23rd-25th.
It will still be at Cast ‘n Stay and much the same as previous years except for the new trout minimum
length is at least 17” inches. Even so, fish sticks will not be on the menu. It will start about noon on
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Friday, September 23 and end on the morning of Sunday, 25 September. See the Chapter Chatter for
more menu information. INFO.
Agenda Item #13. Membership: Bill reported we currently have 96 members. One member is due to
expire at the end of August, 1 expired in July, 2 expired in June, and 3 expired in May. We had 5
members pay their dues in May, 13 paid their dues in June, 5 paid their dues in July, and 3 have paid
their dues in August so far. We’re still the largest ABPA chapter in the country. Bill said we are “holding
our own.” Membership must be continuous to receive the FREE hands-on and gauge testing. INFO.
Agenda Item #14. ABPA - National. Troy said National is looking at an early May date for the 38th
ABPA International Conference and Trade Show and evaluating other possible Las Vegas venues.
INFO.
Agenda Item #15. SAWS Report: Emilie Prado reported that SAWS has sent letters out to customers
who did not have their backflows tested and accepted by SAWS by the June 30th annual deadline. They
are now facing a possible water service interruption. Letters will again be sent out later in the year with a
shut off in 10 days if the backflow is not tested and accepted by SAWS. She asked, if testers have
problems, to give SAWS a call. There are over 80,000 assemblies in their database. She recognized
that there is a lot to do, and testers are frustrated. However, things are being run differently since Lori
retired. The SAWS Backflow Section is cleaning up the database and are willing to help, but please be
patient. Name calling and sarcasm do not help the situation. Emilie said there are 700 e-mails in the
Backflow Section inbox and 200 in hers. Please forward your information to the Backflow Section if you
cannot get access to the database. Emilie said that SAWS is opening and allowing visitors into SAWS
with no attendee restrictions. Lots of different issues are involved. She introduced Antonio Reynosa who
will be working with the CSI program. He is a Master Plumber with plumbing experience working with a
local company. Bruce Rathburn, the former Backflow Section supervisor added that we must police our
own industry if someone is bad mouthing SAWS. There is nothing accomplished by being rude. We
have a serious job to do and it is very important that the customer receives a copy of the test report to
submit to SAWS should there be any future issues. INFO
Agenda Item #16. San Antonio Irrigation Association: SAIA will have a booth at the Home and Garden
Show but they could only get a location close to our booth and not next to it. INFO.
Agenda Item #17. Training: Robert Sticker, former City of San Antonio Chief Plumbing Inspector
presented “Preventing Backflow in Plumbing Systems”. Plumbing Systems are engineered to provide the
safe delivery of drinking water and gas and the sanitary removal of waste. If a plumbing system is not
designed correctly, or is improperly changed, then a health hazard such as backflow may occur. His
presentation discussed how plumbing systems are engineered so hazards are properly eliminated or
protected. We do not want to price ourselves out of a business. The level of water supply protection will
vary like night and day from jurisdiction to jurisdiction throughout the United States.
A legal precedent was set in 1898 that held water utilities responsible for water quality. The 1898 case
stated: If the water utility knew, or ought to have known, the water it is distributing was dangerous for
domestic use, it owed the duty to its customers of disclosing that danger, and a failure to do so, were
liable for legal damages to anyone injured as a result. The plaintiff received $5,000.00 from the utility.
Sixty years before the Safe Drinking Water Act in 1972, the United States Public Health Service adopted
standards in 1914 to regulate the quality of drinking water for common carriers, such as trains, buses,
and ships. The intent was to help prevent the spread of disease across state lines.
Many states voluntarily adopted the Public Health Service standards and applied them to public water
supplies. But there was no uniformity in their application or effectiveness. The standards were
expanded in later years to include specific contaminants. The purpose was to keep water clean and
sanitary without danger of backflow or cross-connection contamination. It was necessary to keep the
water moving. Stagnant water pipes should not be oversized because water next to the wall will not be
moving and then it mingles with the water in the center.
It is very important to know what is flowing in each pipe. Each system in all buildings shall be clearly
identified. Each system shall be color coded as follows: Potable Water – Green background with white
lettering. Non-potable Water – Yellow background with black lettering, “CAUTION: NON-POTABLE
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WATER, DO NOT DRINK. Reclaimed Water – Purple (Pantone (color #512) background with the words
“CAUTION: RECLAIMED WATER, DO NOT DRINK.” A colored identification band shall be indicated
every 20 feet, at least once per room, visible from the floor level, and direction of flow. There will be no
connection, or allow one to exist, between pipes carrying domestic water and other water unless a
backflow assembly is installed.
Rain harvesting was okay in the 1960’s but not today. It now falls under reclaimed water, not recycle
water. Reclaimed water can be used for watering plants, yards, and toilets. Recycled water is
processed to a point where it a couple steps towards potable. El Paso and Surprise, AZ recycles all
water to potable quality. The water purveyor has that authority.
Many states adopted laws regarding cross connections in the early 1900’s. New Hampshire passed a
law in 1919 stating that “every valve, gate, or other device shall be of such construction to permit efficient
inspection and testing, and the actual test shall be made not less than annually by the water supplier”. In
1926 Rhode Island adopted a resolution that “cross connections shall be abolished”. In Connecticut, the
State Department of Health published regulations stating “no cross connections shall exist between
potable and non-potable supplies”. New York amended its sanitary code prohibiting cross connections.
In May 1925, the American Water Works Association adopted a resolution that cross connections cause
illness, such as typhoid; check valves are not adequate protection; and no connection shall be
established between potable and non-potable supplies; and programs should be inaugurated in each
municipality to permanently eliminate all other connections. However, it would be another 15 to 20 years
before the reduced pressure principle assembly was patented and produced commercially. Backflow
preventers needed to be installed and tested annually, as a minimum.
The industry advanced with time. In the late 1940s, the Foundation for Cross-Connection Control &
Hydraulic Research began writing specifications for backflow preventers and fine-tuning field test
procedures. It published its first product standard in 1948. There was no generally accepted standard
practice for the protection of potable water supplies from non-potable supplies. Laws and regulations of
states and local agencies vary widely.
Congress passed the Safe Drinking Water Act (SDWA) in 1974. However, many regulators throughout
the United States lost track of the water quality “big picture” clearly stated in the act. They stated, “We
don’t receive federal funding to monitor backflow programs, and our state legislature has limited our
scope of work – backflow prevention would be an unfunded mandate”. In the 1970’s the American
Society of Sanitary Engineering and the American Water Works Association began issuing standards for
testable and non-testable backflow prevention devices.
This industry had been raising the backflow warning flags for over 80 years. Backflow prevention was a
neglected stepchild of the industry. If the utility had excess funds in its budget, something might have
been done. When inflation is up, more utilities take the opportunity to develop programs. If a recession
or downturn sets in, the backflow prevention program is one of the first to get put on hold.
Where are we now in the backflow prevention industry? We lack direction to protect all water supplies
from the hazards of backflow on a uniform basis. The SDWA establishes a minimum quality standard –
where is the uniform protection standard? When it comes to justification and need for a regulation, it is
not a matter of counting programs, or how many programs exist with a given population, or whether the
programs have red or green books. We must take a hard look at where backflow prevention ranks as a
risk to the general public. If the U.S. EPA can dictate a zero tolerance for lead, why can’t we have a zero
tolerance for cross connections?
Adjournment. Motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:10 PM for the raffle.

Greg Shean
Secretary
ABPA San Antonio Chapter
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Bac-Flo Unlimited provides GaugeCare™, quality gauge care for your differential pressure gauge.
–
Ph: (210) 698-0411

Call or email us for weekly certification times in Boerne, TX.

–

· Email: speakbackflow@BacFlo.com · Website: www.GaugeTest.com

Gauge Testing Rules for Members Only Rule #6 is necessary to qualify
1. Only gauges that expire before the second Thursday of the following month will be eligible for
testing. That is, if it expires before October 13th you need to get it tested on September 8th.
2. On Thursday September 8th, take your gauge, less case, tools, fittings, strap, and hoses to
Bexar Mail Boxes at 2186 Jackson Keller Rd. between 9:30 am and 2:30 pm and leave it after
filling out the ABPA-SA paperwork form. Do NOT remove the bleed hose.
3. IMPORTANT: Provide a cell number in the event you need to be contacted Thursday after
3:00 pm. Be sure to tell them you are with ABPA-SA for the FREE Gauge Testing.
4. Pick up your gauge, no charge, the next day, on Friday between 9:30 am and 4:30 pm Any
gauge not picked up on Friday will incur a $10 per day storage fee, starting at 5:00 pm
Friday.
5. We will pick up all the gauges at 2:30 pm on Thursday and Bill and I will test them. I will deliver
them back Friday morning when Bexar Mail Boxes opens at 9:00 am.
6. Everyone planning on taking a gauge for testing must email me at
carlsbackflow@satx.rr.com and Bill at wlhamrick@peoplepc.com no later than Wednesday
afternoon September 7th.
There are NO EXCEPTIONS to these rules. Bill and I are doing this to continue providing the gauge
testing benefit of your membership in our ABPA-SA Chapter and we are not performing gauge testing at
any in-person meetings yet because there are no gauge testing facilities at the hotel meeting room.
There will be NO gauge testing at the meeting.

Carl Michaud

Gauge Testing Chairman
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REGION 4 NEWS
Corpus Christi ABPA 2022 Backflow Meeting Schedule
September 15, *November 17 Golden Corral Dinner Night (* Member + Guest)
November 17 location: Golden Corral 5901 S Padre Island Dr., Corpus Christi, TX 78412
Time: 5:00 pm to 5:45 pm gauge Certification, 6:00 pm Meeting/Class, 8:00 pm Meeting adjourns
Makeup Meetings:

+August 18, +October 20,
(+ Starting at 5:30p.m. NO gauge Certification, 1 HOUR CEU ONLY)

Location of all meetings:

City of Corpus Christi Water Department
Choke Canyon Conference Room
2726 Holly Rd. CC TX. 78415
(Holly @ Civitan across from Vector Control)

CONT: From Page 1

Hands-On CEU Training every 3 years – A Necessity!

 Un-trained testers directly affect enforcement – particularly water purveyors CCC Programs
and their customers. Receive comments like:
o We just replace it if it fails the test
o 1 Tester commented – I know of some testers Falsifying reports –
o We have a one-time charge theory
o What does a particular gauge reading mean
o Miss-diagnosing issues with an assembly
 Hands-on CEU Course – Corrects Tester’s Terminology Issues
 Gauge Discussions: New Gauges on market – Digital Gauges – How do they operate –
Maintenance discussions on gauges
 What comments do I need to note on Test and Maintenance Report Form
 Do I have authority to go through a building and look for other BFPA’s
 Do not have time to go through hands-on training – will just drop license – Comment: this
person – how does he have time to go into field to test anyway – needs to drop license!
 Untrained testers lead to falsifying Test and Maintenance Report Forms.
 ABPA National – Requires testers to re-exam every three years – hands-on & written Exam–
Bottom Line – Water purveyors have to deal with many aspects of in-field situations involving testers.
Some of these situations get very costly and are elevated to the city council and beyond – “Who
trained this Tester – How did he/she get the License”. Hands-on (Practical Skills) cannot be taught
virtually! We have engineers come through our course that are book smart and think they can learn
by watching, reading, or watching a video – without getting their hands on the assembly. They Fail
the course - Virtual courses - as we are being told by testers - are not the same as actual classroom
training – the same with virtual meetings – We know this first hand. No Discussions – Missing a lot
of necessary comments and brainstorming through many critical issues.
Bac-Flo Unlimited, Inc.
f.baird@att.net

Questions to ask anyone proposing virtual hands-on CEU’s –
-

Have they enforced a viable water purveyor CCC Program?
What’s their water background – field experience?
Special Interest?
Owner of a plumbing or irrigation related company proposing?
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The next Hands-On training will be September 20, 2022

Each member is responsible for themselves – Know where you stand
FAQ ABOUT THE SEPTEMBER 20 TRAINING SESSION

DUE TO COVID-19 and its variants, attendees MAY bring their own Hand
Sanitizer or Mask. We will follow current CDC guidelines and protocol at
the time, regarding masks and sanitation during the class.
Who needs to attend: If your BPAT license expires before October 1, 2023,
you need to attend the September 20th Training Session if you need your 8
hours of hands-on training.
How do I know if I need the hands-on training: Go to www.abpa-sa.org and
click on “Resources”, then click on “CEU Hours” to look up your license
information to see if you need the 8 hours hands-on training.
Who is eligible to attend: Only ABPA-SA members in good standing, who
have attended at least 5 meetings in 2021 and at least 5 meetings in 2022 and
who have earned 16 CEU hours at ABPA Chapter meetings and/or the
ABPA 2021 Virtual Conference may attend. If you are short the required
hours due to Covid-19, confirm eligibility by email. See below: How do I
register for Hands-On Training.
What does it cost: Fred and Troy Baird of Bac-Flo® Unlimited, Inc. donate
their time and talents each year to the members of ABPA-SA to provide FREE
training.
How long is the class: The class is 8 hours from 8:00am to 5:00pm with an
hour for lunch. Bac-Flo Unlimited will furnish water, Coke and Keurig coffee.
Where do I get lunch: The ABPA-SA Chapter will furnish lunch to all the
attendees.
How do I get CEU hours: Attending ABPA-SA Chapter monthly meetings will
generally earn you at least one and sometimes two CE hours per meeting,
depending on the subject matter. Occasionally a meeting may not qualify for
any hours or may only qualify for one hour.
IMPORTANT: This year, due to COVID-19, space is limited so register early. It
will be each individual’s responsibility to protect yourself - If you feel you cannot
do that or unsure about your own security insofar as protecting yourself - you
should not attend.
How do I register for the Hands-On Training: Provide a printout of your
TCEQ hours to Bac-Flo® Unlimited, Inc. email F.baird@att.net
10
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ABPA-SA Board of Directors
2021 - 2022
1) President – Keith Waldrep
2) Vice President – Trinidad Chairez
3) Treasurer – Jeff Hoffman
4) Secretary – Greg Shean
5) Immediate Past President – Joe Fazekas
Special Officers to the Association
6) SGT-AT-ARMS –Jeff Meeks
7) Liaison to SAWS – James Cantrell
8) Program Director – Manny Hernandez
9) Gauge Testing and Certification – Carl Michaud
10) Membership & Newsletter – Bill Hamrick
11) Supply Officer – Troy Baird
12) Webmaster – Matthew Wilgen
Directors at Large
Two-year term
1. Fred Baird
2. Jeff Stricker
3. Bob Clark
One year term
4. Robert Stricker
5. Bruce Rathburn

NOTICE: Mail Address: ABPA-SA - P.O. Box 47820 - San Antonio, TX 78265
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“The Direct Connection” is published monthly
and may be obtained from the www.abpa-sa.org
website. Opinions or facts within “The Direct
Connection” are not necessarily representative of
the opinions of the American Backflow Prevention
Association and may or may not represent an
official policy. Additionally, the opinions or facts of
contributors or advertisers may or may not
represent an official policy.
Published by the ABPA-SA Chapter
Editor: Bill Hamrick
Assistant Editor: Bruce Rathburn
Additional Editors: The entire Membership
For further information about ABPA, contact:
Bruce Rathburn – Past ABPA President
americanbackflowh2o@gmail.com
Troy Baird – ABPA Region 4 Director
troybaird@gvtc.com
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Thanks to our ABPA-SA Sponsors
SEPTEMBER 2022

MARCH 2022

AUGUST 2022

FEBRUARY 2022

PEPCO Sales & Marketing
JULY 2022

JANUARY 2022

JUNE 2022

NOVEMBER 2021

800-575-9618
MAY 2022

OCTOBER 2021

APRIL 2022

SEPTEMBER 2021

15

How to join the ABPA-SA Chapter
There are two ways to join the San Antonio Chapter of the American Backflow
Prevention Association.
The easiest way is to go to https://www.abpa.org/page/Join and follow the
instructions to set up your account and present you with an invoice that you can
pay with a credit card on-line or check the box to pay with a check. IMPORTANT
Be sure to select the chapter/s (San Antonio Chapter) you want to join before
selecting the payment method. If you elect to pay with a check, you will be able
to print the invoice so you can send it with your check to the address on the
invoice. If you pay with a credit card on-line, you will be able to print a receipt.
The other way is to print the Membership Application on the next page and send
it to the address at the bottom of the page with your check.

How to renew your ABPA-SA Chapter Membership
There are two ways to renew your San Antonio Chapter membership of the
American Backflow Prevention Association.
The easiest way is to go to https://www.abpa.org/page/RenewNow and sign into
your account and follow the instructions. The program will present you with an
invoice that you can pay with a credit card on-line or check the box to pay with a
check. IMPORTANT Be sure the chapter/s (San Antonio Chapter) is/are
selected you want to renew before selecting the payment method. If you elect to
pay with a check, you will be able to print the invoice so you can send it with your
check to the address on the invoice. If you pay with a credit card on-line, you will
be able to print a receipt.
The other way is to print the Membership Application on the next page and send
it to the address at the bottom of the page with your check.

Thank You for your membership

 US Membership $65
 International Membership $79
 Sustaining Membership $300.00
 New Member
 Renewal - Member #______________

A PPLIC ATION FOR
M EMBERSHIP
To join the American Backflow Prevention Association, simply fill out the
membership application form and mail it with your check to the address listed
below, or if paying by credit card you may fax the completed form to
979.846.7607. Local chapters have additional fees. Below is a listing of
chapters by region. To find out if there is a local chapter in your area, please
review the chapter information on our website at abpa.org or call the National
Office at 979.846.7606. Membership in the Association constitutes paying
National dues.

Sustaining Member:
• Must be a company or organization
• Assign only one person as the member of ABPA
• A Sustaining Member must submit a letter that
designates their Voting Representative.

Please Print Legibly or Type
Mr., Mrs., Ms., etc

First Name

MI

Organization (Agency/Firm)

Last Name (Include suffix)

Department/Division

Title

Address:
City:

State / Prov

Daytime Phone

Zip + 4 Code/Postal Code

Fax

Country

Email

ABPA-SA

$ 60.00

Local Chapter (if joining a local chapter)

Local Dues Amount

Method of Payment



Charge

$ 125.00

to my

 Visa  MasterCard  American Express  Discover  Check  Money Order  Invoice Me

Credit Card Number

Card Expires (MM/YYYY)

Name as it appears on card

Signature

CVC Number

Additional Information
How would you like to receive your
Membership Renewal Invoice Notification?

 Email

 US Mail (Not available for International Membership)

Local Chapter Dues Listed by Region
REGION 1
New England
Rhode Island

$12.00
18.00

REGION 2
Virginia

$25.00

REGION 3
Carolinas
Florida Suncoast
Peach State “1788”
Tennessee

$10.00
12.00
30.00
20.00

REGION 4
Arkansas
Central Texas
Corpus Christi
Lower Rio Grande Valley
North Texas
San Antonio

$10.00
20.00
23.00
25.00
23.00
60.00

Please make checks payable to: ABPA
6672 S 1570 W, West Jordan, UT
(801) 436-7238
Email: membership@abpa.org

REGION 5
Colorado
Utah

$15.00
12.00

REGION 6
Arizona
Central Coast
Central Valley California
Hawaii
Silver State
Southern California

$20.00
10.00
10.00
23.00
23.00
15.00

REGION 7
Oregon
SRC4

$20.00
20.00

REGION 9 (USD)
REGION 10
REGION 11
Indiana BPA
Michigan
Northern Illinois

$25.00
40.00
23.00

REGION 12
Eastern Nebraska

$10.00

REGION 8 (USD)

01.2022

