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Commentary
“Licensing Criteria for Backflow Testers”
The following commentary concerns a Backflow Assembly Tester’s training criteria, along with the test
procedures utilized in an area and the impact this can have on local cross connection control programs.
Those developing and enforcing cross connection control programs and the continuous monitoring of
assemblies have to rely on the testers to provide accurate and complete information to a certain
standard and test procedure. Backflow preventers are required to be tested upon installation and at
least annually thereafter by the local enforcement agency (plumbing inspection department and/or
water purveyor). The Test and Maintenance forms are basically reviewed to ensure assemblies have
been tested and repaired in accordance with local (state) regulations and manufacturer’s specifications.
A major component of a backflow prevention program is the testing of assemblies, which involves
approved backflow prevention assembly testers. Backflow Prevention Assembly Testers (BPATs) are
trained to a “Need To Know Criteria” that has been established generally following national guidelines.
Testers are expected to know a particular state approved test procedure. Local enforcement agencies
will know that test procedure. As an example in Texas, the Texas Commission of Environmental
Quality requires testers to use USC’s Foundation of Cross Connection Control and Hydraulic Research
test procedures. The exam is based upon these procedures.
Water purveyors are monitored annually by a State Agency to ensure compliance with the provisions
established by the “Safe Drinking Water Act”. A portion of the monitoring process is a review of the
local Cross Connection Control Program. Detailed are such things as annual gauge accuracy testing,
tester license expiration dates, values of test results, repairs, utilization of approved “Test and
Maintenance” Report forms, test procedures, etc. etc. Software programs are established to receive
appropriate data from the tester’s “Test and Maintenance” report form, which must comply with locally
approved test procedures.
Without State approval and direct cross connection control program over-sight, a local enforcement
agency could end up with varying test procedures, tester qualification (experience) modifications,
CEU’s allowed which do not relate to backflow testing license, testers crossing-up test procedures and
BPAT courses having to contend with teaching varying procedures, etc., which is virtually impossible.
This causes confusion for testers, the local enforcement agencies, and the facilities having assemblies
to be tested. Outside organizations should not be trying to place tester qualification requirements for
an area when local Cross Connection Control Programs are regulated by State Agencies. It is very
important that the State Agency charged with enforcing the provisions of Cross Connection Control
measures, be the agency developing and controlling such things as: (1) tester qualifications/water
related experience, (2) Course Criteria, (3) approved test procedure (4) CEU’s (5) the exam process,
etc.
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See Page (4) for Gauge Testing Instructions

March – COVID Limited

Meeting March Agenda COVID Limited

Meetings of the San Antonio Chapter ABPA
are held the second Thursday of every month
except December. Dinner and refreshments
are served at 6:00 p.m. sharp with the meeting
starting at 6:15. The next meeting is:

5:00 p.m.

General discussion and quorum
confirmation

5:15 p.m.

Call Meeting to order.

5:16 p.m.

Secretary’s Report. Read and approve the
minutes of the previous meeting.

5:20 p.m.

Treasurer’s Report. Discussion and
approval of the treasurer’s report.

5:25 p.m.

Supply Officer’s Report

5:30 p.m.

Vice President’s, Directors’, and any other
reports for the good of the chapter.
Comments, new business, any discussion.

5:40 p.m.

Training Report. Training & Meal Sponsors

5:45 p.m.

Webmaster Report

5:50 p.m.

President’s Report. New & old business

6:00 p.m.

Meal is served.

6:15 p.m.

General Membership Meeting

Date:

Thursday March 10, 2022

Time:

6:00 PM Pre-registration Required

Loc: Holiday Inn Express, 11010 IH-10 W
Next door to Cracker Barrel
Program: Adolfo Wurts - What’s Behind
Your Test Kit Measurements?
Meal Sponsor: Arbiter Incorporated

No alcoholic beverages
allowed
Next Meeting: April 14, 2022

1.
2.

Big Thanks to

3.
4.

Jeff Smith with Aalberts
Integrated Piping SystemsApollo Valves for providing
the training on Apollo and
Conbraco backflow
assemblies and proper freeze
protection for backflows.

Report from the Directors Meeting. President
City, regional, and national reports. James
Cantrell and any City personnel present
Training program for the evening.
Raffle prize drawing.

Ongoing Goals of ABPA-SA Chapter
1. Educational Outreach with public by
presenting at PHCC meetings, engineering
firms, schools, and neighborhood
associations. Continuing goal.
2. Greater use of TCEQ website. Tracking of
CEUs, Services available. Personal
education.

PEPCO, the local Apollo rep.
for a $50 Gift Certificate for the
raffle.

3. Increase member awareness of importance
of chapter meetings. Increase attendance
and public awareness.
4. Increase website resource information.
More detailed links to more information like
TCEQ, COSA, and any place that would be
helpful to our members

Let’s all practice social
distancing.
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"Direct Talk" by the President
The March 10th meeting will be held at the Holiday Inn Express – Medical Center, 11010 IH-10 West,
the location we are going to use for our 2022 meetings. We have adopted some additional
procedures for registering to attend the meetings. Please read about the new procedures in the
Chapter Chatter. I will be glad when we can get back to having open meetings without having to
RSVP to attend and earn our CEUs. We will be having box lunches from Jimmy John’s this month.
I hope to see at least 45 of you at our March meeting. Any suggestions you might have regarding
the chapter are always welcome. Stay safe.

Keith Waldrep
Here is a good website for emergency information: www.sanantonio.gov/emergency/

Chapter Chatter

from your Secretary, Greg Shean

Thanks to Robert Stricker who took the minutes and to Bruce Rathburn and Bill Hamrick for review and
edits. This will make my April 4 to 17 vacation much more relaxing. I am always concerned about the
Chapter and its members.
New RSVP Procedure
It has become increasingly frustrating with no show RSVPs, members and vendors bringing guests
without our knowledge, and an ineffective wait list.
After many e-mails among the executive officers, directors, and special officers to the board, the following
was voted on and approved. Since the meeting is limited to 45 members only, no guests are allowed at
this time due to the limited seating. Please email Bill Hamrick wlhamrick@peoplepc.com and Greg
Shean gmshean47@gmail.com to register for the ABPA-SA meeting. When you register you will receive
a response. If you do not receive a response, you are NOT registered. When you receive the response
please acknowledge with a return email such as “got it” or “thank you” so we know you got the
message. If you do need to cancel, please email us so we can allow someone else to take your
place. Nobody will be admitted without a previous reservation. We will have 15 roast beef, 15 ham, and
15 turkey meals and they will be passed out on a first come first served basis. We will also have security
in the parking lot to watch the vehicles parked in the South-West parking lot.
Wait lists are ineffective for last minute and “forget” cancellations. At least a two day notice would be
appreciated for a “wait list” attendee to make plans. The BOD has discussed, but not approved, yet, the
suspension of a member’s attendance to the next meeting for not canceling a confirmed registration to
allow another member to attend. These members deny another member of attending the meeting and
earning CEUs. Please be thoughtful of your fellow members.
“Land of the almost free. Home for the backflow tester”
For $60 per year, Chapter members get free meals, CEUs, gauge certification, hands-on training, and,
best of all, networking with your fellow backflow testers. However these freebies have become less free.
Our treasurer, Jeff showed a 2022 budget surplus because we raised the dues from our COVID $30 back
to our normal $60. Not even considering inflation, we can only increase our income by charging our
sponsors more for our monthly meetings or raising the yearly dues.
Meeting Box Lunches
We tried Jimmy John’s at the February meeting to see how their box lunches compared to Firehouse
Subs. Jimmy John’s bread was fresher and their chips and cookie were much better. The chips are
custom made and there were more chips in the bag. The cookie was a large semi-soft chocolate chip
cookie. We will have Jimmy John’s at the March meeting and then maybe try Subway and other brands
in the future.
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Bac-Flo Unlimited provides GaugeCare™, quality gauge service for your differential pressure gauge.

Call or email us for weekly gauge certification times in Boerne, TX.
Ph: (210) 698-0411, email: speakbackflow@BacFlo.com

Gauge Testing Rules for Members Only Rule #6 is necessary to qualify
1. Only gauges that expire before the second Thursday of the following month will be eligible for
testing. That is, if it expires before April 14th you need to get it tested on March 10th.
2. On the second Thursday of the month, take your gauge, less case, tools, fittings, strap, and
hoses to Bexar Mail Boxes at 2186 Jackson Keller Rd. between 9:30 am and 2:30 pm and leave
it after filling out the ABPA-SA paperwork form. Do NOT remove the bleed hose.
3. IMPORTANT: Provide a cell number in the event you need to be contacted Thursday after
4:00 pm. Be sure to tell them you are with ABPA-SA for the FREE Gauge Testing.
4. Pick up your gauge, no charge, the next day, on Friday between 9:30 am and 4:30 pm Any
gauge not picked up on Friday will incur a $10 per day storage fee, starting at 5:00 pm
Friday.
5. We will pick up all the gauges at 2:30 pm on Thursday and Bill and I will test them. I will deliver
them back Friday morning when Bexar Mail Boxes opens at 9:00 am.
6. Everyone planning on taking a gauge for testing must email me at
carlsbackflow@satx.rr.com and Bill at wlhamrick@peoplepc.com no later than Wednesday
afternoon March 9th.
There are NO EXCEPTIONS to these rules. Bill and I are doing this to continue providing the gauge
testing benefit of your membership in our ABPA-SA Chapter and we are not performing gauge testing at
any in-person meetings yet because some members are not comfortable with in-person meetings.
There will be NO gauge testing at the meeting.

Carl Michaud
Gauge Testing Chairman
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MINUTES
SAN ANTONIO CHAPTER–ABPA
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING
Thursday, February 10, 2022
Keith Waldrep, President, presided over the meeting. The ABPA San Antonio Chapter meeting started
at 6:07 PM at the Holiday Inn Express-Medical Center, 11010 IH-10 West.
EXECUTIVE OFFICERS – PRESENT
Keith Waldrep – President
Trinidad Chairez – Vice President
Joe Fazekas – Past President

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS – ABSENT

Greg Shean – Secretary
Jeff Hoffman – Treasurer
OFFICERS SPECIAL TO THE CHAPTER –
PRESENT
Manny Hernandez – Public Relations/
Speakers/ Program Topics/CEU
Coordinator
Carl Michaud – Gauge Testing and
Certification
Bill Hamrick – Membership
Jeff Meeks – Sgt. At Arms
Matthew Wilgen– Webmaster

DIRECTORS AT LARGE – PRESENT
Robert Stricker -1 year
Bruce Rathburn – 1 year
Fred Baird -2 years

OFFICERS SPECIAL TO THE CHAPTER –
ABSENT
Troy Baird – Supply Officer

Jim Cantrell – Liaison to SAWS

DIRECTORS AT LARGE – ABSENT
Bob Clark - 2 years
GUESTS PRESENT: Jeff Smith with
Apollo/Conbraco, Jake Allen, John Tischler, and
David Norris with PEPCO

Agenda Item #1. President’s Report: Keith called the meeting to order. He asked for 30 seconds for
those who lost their lives to COVID. A “hands up” survey showed improved readership of the
Newsletter. INFO.
Agenda Item #2. Secretary’s Report: Greg was on vacation and was not at the meeting. Robert took
the minutes with Bill, and Bruce finalizing the minutes. INFO.
Agenda Item #3. Treasurer’s Report: Jeff reported there was a “Donation Can” on the table for those
who would like to make a donation towards the Parking Lot Security. The security is provided by a
uniformed Bexar County Deputy Sherriff in a vehicle with flashing lights from 5:30 to 8:30 for $150 per
meeting. INFO.
Agenda Item #4. Supply Officer’s Report: Troy was not present. INFO.
Agenda Item #5. Membership: Bill said that he sent a notice to all the members who will expire at the
end of February. INFO.
Agenda Item #6. ABPA National: There will be an in person 37th Annual Conference & Tradeshow on
May 2 thru May 4, 2022 at the Orleans Hotel & Casino, Las Vegas, Nevada. Registration is now
available on the ABPA website. www.abpa.org There will also be a virtual conference available for
those who are not able to attend the in-person event. Registration for it will be available soon. INFO.
Agenda Item #7. Webmaster. No report. INFO.
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Agenda Item #8. Meeting Sponsor: Aalberts-IPS (Apollo-Conbraco) sponsored the meeting. Three
selections of Jimmy John’s box lunches were available for preorder. Arthur Trejo donated sodas to drink
and the chapter donated bottled water for the meeting. INFO.
Agenda Item #9. Raffle: PEPCO Sales & Marketing provided a $50 raffle prize. INFO.
Agenda Item #10. SAWS Report. There was no one from SAWS present with any information. INFO.
Agenda Item #11 Parking Lot Security: The BOD decided to provide parking lot security and our VicePresident, Trinidad, made arrangements with a Uniformed Bexar County Deputy Sheriff to provide
security from 5:30 pm to 8:30 pm for $150 per meeting. There was discussion and the majority of the
members voted to continue the parking lot security. A donation box was available at the meeting and
$62 was collected for Parking Lot Security. INFO
Agenda Item #12. Gauge Testing: All those who had gauges tested were reminded to pick up their
gauge on Friday or there would be a $10 per day storage charge. INFO.
Agenda Item #13. SAIA (San Antonio Irrigation Association) report: SAIA will have their annual
Southwest Texas Irrigation and Landscaping Expo (STILE) show on February 26, 2022. Our chapter
will have a booth. INFO.
Agenda Item #14. PHCC Shoot: Fred Baird moved for ABPA-SA to provide a $600 sponsorship to the
shoot which will secure our Logo on the gift bags passed out to all contestants. Motion seconded and
passed by a show of hands vote. INFO.
Agenda Item #15 Training: Bruce Rathburn presented some of the information that he used at a
PHCC presentation regarding the history of the San Antonio backflow program that was put together by
Fred Baird back in the 1970s, almost 50 years ago. He explained that the program was formed around
the code and what it says about using RP’s on irrigation systems. He explained that the program was
formed around the code and what it says about using only health hazard backflow assemblies on
irrigation systems. This means irrigation systems are classified as a health hazard in all national codes
and rulemaking throughout the world. Bruce also explained that a backflow manual had been developed
by the American Backflow Prevention Association and needs to be published so that the jurisdictions
around the world would have a guideline document they could reference. This would go a long way
toward standardizing the backflow industry and the testing procedures across the U.S.
Jeff Smith with Aalberts-IPS came from North Carolina to present some of the new developments in the
Apollo-Conbraco line of backflow prevention assemblies. Jeff has authored several papers for such
organizations as ASPE and the Roto Rooter Franchise Association. He has been a manufacturer’s
representative for some of the largest manufacturers in the PVF industry. He currently is the Eastern
Regional Backflow Sales Manager for Aalberts Integrated Piping Systems – Apollo Valves.
He had a number of pictures showing the difference between an assembly and a device, two terms that
are misused by many backflow testers around the world. Jeff pointed out that a backflow preventer that
has valves and test cocks and is testable, is a backflow prevention assembly because it is an assembly
of multiple items and if there are no valves etc., it is just a device. A device is non-testable, even though
it may assist in stopping backpressure or back-siphonage. He said that the word “device” is misused a
lot in the backflow industry by testers and manufactures throughout the world. He has been in the PVF
Industry for over 30 years.
Jeff went on to describe some of the problems encountered with servicing some of the particular models
of backflow preventers and that generated some questions from the members who had run into
problems in the field while working on some of the Apollo-Conbraco assemblies. The discussions
between attendees and Jeff provided some very educational information on component functionality and
repairs. He finished by pointing out the importance of relying on the flow charts to be sure the particular
assembly will handle the required flow in domestic, fire and irrigation water systems.
Adjournment. Motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:22 PM for the raffle.

Greg Shean
Secretary
ABPA San Antonio Chapter
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Commentary Continued from Page 1
Additionally, those enforcing backflow prevention programs will routinely direct backflow related,
enforcement type questions to the State Regulatory Agency, not an outside agency having no
enforcement powers.
Those currently enforcing a Cross Connection Control Program or have enforced a program, know the
direct result that a tester’s procedure, knowledge and training, can have on a Cross Connection Control
Program. Enforcement mandates such as requiring slightly leaking shut-off valves to be repaired or
replaced, when the assembly is capable of being properly tested with slightly leaking shut-off valves with
some test procedures can have a direct - adverse impact on the entire backflow prevention program.
Enforcing and justifying testing and monitoring can be difficult in many instances anyway, without
creating unnecessary requirements and problems for the Cross Connection Control Program
administrator, which is usually the water purveyor. Approval of test procedures and the assembly
approval process is just as important as the approved tester criteria, e.g., water experience, training, etc.
The backflow prevention assembly is a “Health and Safety Valve” and this is a “Health and
Safety” related license, unlike some other state licenses! With the BPAT License, there can be no
provisions for modifications to the tester’s license or criteria, other than that approved by the
State Agency having direct control over the enforcement of Cross Connection Control Programs
in that area. That State Agency has the authority to make changes and refine water purveyor
regulations for protection of public health. There are some organizations trying to impose their
tester criteria and varying test procedures in an area, when programs and test procedures are
already established and under direct control of an Administrative State Agency, having
enforcement powers over water purveyors and/or in some cases plumbing inspection
departments-Public Works.
Those that have not enforced the continuous monitoring of a backflow prevention - testing program,
generally do not realize all the headaches and political nightmares enforcement agencies go through with
annual testing and monitoring requirements. How can an outside organization control a major
component of a Cross Connection Control Program, when State and Local enforcement agencies have to
answer for the problems that can be created?
We are all working toward one common goal and that is to protect the potable water supply in the most
efficient and cost effective manner. When suggesting or developing criteria that directly impacts Cross
Connection Programs, those involved with over-site should be the ones making the majority of decisions
on issues impacting Cross Connection Control Program enforcement, otherwise, it’s like the “Tail
Wagging The Dog”!
Fred Baird - f.baird@att.net -developed and enforced San Antonio’s CCC Program for almost 30 years –
Currently associated with Bac-Flo® Unlimited, Inc.

REGION 4 NEWS
Corpus Christi ABPA 2022 Backflow Meeting Schedule
March 17th, May 19th, July 21st, September 15th, *November 17th *The November meeting will be
Golden Corral Dinner Night, held at 5901 S. Padre Island Dr, Corpus Christi, TX 78412 (* Member + Guest)
The monthly meeting schedule will be: 5:00 pm to 5:45 pm gauge certification, 6:00 pm Meeting/Training
Class, and 8:00 pm Adjournment

Rio Grande Valley ABPA Chapter:
Mr. Joshua Hulings (Turf Tamer) was instrumental in locating a meeting venue for the January 26th meeting in
Harlingen. They had 23 people in attendance, they elected their board officers. Mr. William "Buddy"
Heuberger from Harding and Associates provided the training. They are working on reforming Chapter, with
Articles of Incorporation, bylaws, etc.
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ABPA-SA Board of Directors
2021 - 2022
1) President – Keith Waldrep
2) Vice President – Trinidad Chairez
3) Treasurer – Jeff Hoffman
4) Secretary – Greg Shean
5) Immediate Past President – Joe Fazekas
Special Officers to the Association
6) SGT-AT-ARMS –Jeff Meeks
7) Liaison to SAWS – James Cantrell
8) Public Relations/ Speakers/ Program Topics – Manny Hernandez
9) Gauge Testing and Certification – Carl Michaud
10) Membership – Bill Hamrick
11) Supply Officer – Troy Baird
12) Webmaster – Matthew Wilgen
Directors at Large
Two-year term
1. Fred Baird
2. Jeff Stricker
3. Bob Clark
One year term
4. Robert Stricker
5. Bruce Rathburn

NOTICE: Mail Address: ABPA-SA - P.O. Box 47820 - San Antonio, TX 78265
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“The Direct Connection” is published monthly
and may be obtained from the www.abpa-sa.org
website. Opinions or facts within “The Direct
Connection” are not necessarily representative of
the opinions of the American Backflow Prevention
Association and may or may not represent an
official policy. Additionally, the opinions or facts of
contributors or advertisers may or may not
represent an official policy.
Published by the ABPA-SA Chapter
Editor: Bill Hamrick
Assistant Editor: Bruce Rathburn
Additional Editors: The entire Membership
For further information about ABPA, contact:
Bruce Rathburn – Past ABPA President
americanbackflowh2o@gmail.com
Troy Baird – ABPA Region 4 Director
troybaird@gvtc.com
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Thanks to our ABPA-SA Sponsors
MARCH 2022

AUGUST 2021

FEBRUARY 2022

JULY 2021

PEPCO Sales & Marketing

JANUARY 2022

JUNE 2021

NOVEMBER 2021

MAY 2021

800-575-9618

OCTOBER 2021

APRIL 2021

SEPTEMBER 2021

MARCH 2020

800-575-9618
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How to join the ABPA-SA Chapter
There are two ways to join the San Antonio Chapter of the American Backflow
Prevention Association.
The easiest way is to go to https://www.abpa.org/page/Join and follow the
instructions to set up your account and present you with an invoice that you can
pay with a credit card on-line or check the box to pay with a check. IMPORTANT
Be sure to select the chapter/s (San Antonio Chapter) you want to join before
selecting the payment method. If you elect to pay with a check, you will be able
to print the invoice so you can send it with your check to the address on the
invoice. If you pay with a credit card on-line, you will be able to print a receipt.
The other way is to print the Membership Application on the next page and send
it to the address at the bottom of the page with your check.

How to renew your ABPA-SA Chapter Membership
There are two ways to renew your San Antonio Chapter membership of the
American Backflow Prevention Association.
The easiest way is to go to https://www.abpa.org/page/RenewNow and sign into
your account and follow the instructions. The program will present you with an
invoice that you can pay with a credit card on-line or check the box to pay with a
check. IMPORTANT Be sure the chapter/s (San Antonio Chapter) is/are
selected you want to renew before selecting the payment method. If you elect to
pay with a check, you will be able to print the invoice so you can send it with your
check to the address on the invoice. If you pay with a credit card on-line, you will
be able to print a receipt.
The other way is to print the Membership Application on the next page and send
it to the address at the bottom of the page with your check.

Thank You for your membership

 US Membership $65
 International Membership $79
 Sustaining Membership $300.00
 New Member
 Renewal - Member #______________

A PPLIC ATION FOR
M EMBERSHIP
To join the American Backflow Prevention Association, simply fill out the
membership application form and mail it with your check to the address listed
below, or if paying by credit card you may fax the completed form to
979.846.7607. Local chapters have additional fees. Below is a listing of
chapters by region. To find out if there is a local chapter in your area, please
review the chapter information on our website at abpa.org or call the National
Office at 979.846.7606. Membership in the Association constitutes paying
National dues.

Sustaining Member:
• Must be a company or organization
• Assign only one person as the member of ABPA
• A Sustaining Member must submit a letter that
designates their Voting Representative.

Please Print Legibly or Type
Mr., Mrs., Ms., etc

First Name

MI

Organization (Agency/Firm)

Last Name (Include suffix)

Department/Division

Title

Address:
City:

State / Prov

Daytime Phone

Zip + 4 Code/Postal Code

Fax

Country

Email

ABPA-SA

$ 60.00

Local Chapter (if joining a local chapter)

Local Dues Amount

Method of Payment



Charge

$ 125.00

to my

 Visa  MasterCard  American Express  Discover  Check  Money Order  Invoice Me

Credit Card Number

Card Expires (MM/YYYY)

Name as it appears on card

Signature

CVC Number

Additional Information
How would you like to receive your
Membership Renewal Invoice Notification?

 Email

 US Mail (Not available for International Membership)

Local Chapter Dues Listed by Region
REGION 1
New England
Rhode Island

$12.00
18.00

REGION 2
Virginia

$25.00

REGION 3
Carolinas
Florida Suncoast
Peach State “1788”
Tennessee

$10.00
12.00
30.00
20.00

REGION 4
Arkansas
Central Texas
Corpus Christi
Lower Rio Grande Valley
North Texas
San Antonio

$10.00
20.00
23.00
25.00
23.00
60.00

Please make checks payable to: ABPA
6672 S 1570 W, West Jordan, UT
(801) 436-7238
Email: membership@abpa.org

REGION 5
Colorado
Utah

$15.00
12.00

REGION 6
Arizona
Central Coast
Central Valley California
Hawaii
Silver State
Southern California

$20.00
10.00
10.00
23.00
23.00
15.00

REGION 7
Oregon
SRC4

$20.00
20.00

REGION 9 (USD)
REGION 10
REGION 11
Indiana BPA
Michigan
Northern Illinois

$25.00
40.00
23.00

REGION 12
Eastern Nebraska

$10.00

REGION 8 (USD)

01.2022

