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When Does Your License Expire? 
 

There have been several members who have unknowingly allowed their BPAT (Backflow Prevention 
Assembly Tester) license to expire recently because they have not renewed in a timely manner.  TCEQ 
(Texas Commission on Environmental Quality) requires a licensee to earn sixteen (16) CEU hours and 
eight (8) hours of Hands-on training to renew a BPAT license.  These hours can be earned in the three 
(3) year period between the issuance of the license and the expiration date.  TCEQ will allow a person 
thirty (30) days grace to complete earning their CEUs and/or their 8 hours Hands-on as long as they file 
and pay the license fee BEFORE the expiration date of their license.  If those rules are not followed, 
your license is gone.  You will not be able to test backflow assemblies from the date of expiration until 
the date the license renewal card is received from TCEQ.  Any TNMs for assemblies tested during an 
expired license will be disqualified as an unlicensed test and you will be treated as a person without a 
license. 
 

Yes, you can earn it back, but it will require paying the testing fee and possibly taking additional 
classes and then taking the TCEQ one hundred (100) question test, which is not an easy task because 
the passing rate at the present time is only about forty-two (42) percent.  For those who have recently 
taken the test to get their license, it might not be a problem, but for those who have had their BPAT 
license for many years before the current 100 question testing procedure, it might be a huge problem. 
Know when your license expires and renew timely. 
 

There are many reasons we overlook license renewal, however, our licenses, whether they be 
plumbing, backflow, drivers, or any of many other professions, is important and needs to be protected. 
Protection means keeping them up to date. 
 

 

Windcrest is Now Requiring Backflow Tests. 
 

Windcrest sent letters to all of their residents stating that if they have an irrigation system on their 
property, they need a backflow preventer installed and if they have a swimming pool on their property, 
they will also need a backflow preventer installed if the pool is filled with a direct connection to the 
potable water system and all backflow prevention assemblies must be tested by a licensed BPAT 
(Backflow Prevention Assembly Tester) no later than September 1st.  Any tester who performs a test 
on a backflow assembly in Windcrest needs to be sure and make note on the T&M (Test and 
Maintenance) document what reason or reasons the property has a backflow preventer.  The standard 
TCEQ (Texas Commission on Environmental Quality) T&M is the only form accepted by Windcrest and 
can be found at https://19gglks4fq32uyuvn42dqcfi-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-
content/uploads/2022/05/Blank-Form-Test-Maint-Report-TCEQ-20700_Updated20180731.pdf Any 
BPAT who wishes to test in the City of Windcrest may call 210 655-2888 and have their name included 
on the list of testers approved for the City of Windcrest. 
 

 See Page (9) for 2022 Free Hands-On Class 

 

See Page (8) for Gauge Testing Instructions NOTE: testing date 



June – COVID Limited 
 

Meetings of the San Antonio Chapter ABPA 
are held the second Thursday of every month 
except December.  Dinner and refreshments 
are served at 6:00 p.m. sharp with the meeting 
starting at 6:15.  The next meeting is: 
 
Date: Thursday June 9, 2022 
 
Time: 6:00 PM Pre-registration Required 

 
Loc:   Holiday Inn Express, 11010 IH-10 W 
 Next door to Cracker Barrel  
 

Program:  Jim Purzycki with BAVCO 
 “Backflow Prevention Product Development” 
 

Meal Sponsor:  BAVCO 
 

No alcoholic beverages 
allowed 

 

Next Meeting:  July 14, 2022 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Meeting June Agenda  COVID Limited 
 
5:00 p.m. General discussion and quorum 

confirmation 
 
5:15 p.m. Call Meeting to order. 
 
5:16 p.m. Secretary’s Report.  Read and approve the 

minutes of the previous meeting. 
 
5:20 p.m. Treasurer’s Report.  Discussion and 

approval of the treasurer’s report. 
 
5:25 p.m. Supply Officer’s Report 
 
5:30 p.m. Vice President’s, Directors’, and any other 

reports for the good of the chapter. 
Comments, new business, any discussion. 

 
5:40 p.m. Training Report.  Training & Meal Sponsors 
 
5:45 p.m. Webmaster Report 
 
5:50 p.m. President’s Report.  New & old business 
 
6:00 p.m. Meal is served. 
 
6:15 p.m. General Membership Meeting 
 

1. Report from the Directors Meeting. President 
2. City, regional, and national reports.  James 

Cantrell and any City personnel present 
3. Training program for the evening. 
4. Raffle prize drawing. 

 
 
 
 

 
Ongoing Goals of ABPA-SA Chapter 

 
1. Educational Outreach with public by 

presenting at PHCC meetings, engineering 
firms, schools, and neighborhood 
associations.  Continuing goal. 

 

2. Greater use of TCEQ website.  Tracking of 
CEUs, Services available.  Personal 
education. 

 

3. Increase member awareness of importance 
of chapter meetings.  Increase attendance 
and public awareness. 

 

4. Increase website resource information. 
More detailed links to more information like 
TCEQ, COSA, and any place that would be 
helpful to our members 

 
 

 

Big Thanks to 
 

Zurn Wilkins for sponsoring 
our meeting and providing a 
Home Depot gift card for the 
raffle drawing. 
 
Doug Meeks with Texas 811 
for presenting the program 
pointing out the importance 
of getting utility locations 
before doing any type of 
digging. 
 

 

Let’s all continue to practice 
proper sanitizing. 
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"Direct Talk" by the President 
 

The June 9th meeting will be held at the Holiday Inn Express – Medical Center, 11010 IH-10 West, 
the location we are going to use for our 2022 meetings. NOTICE: Be sure to read the gauge testing 
instructions on page 8 for the gauge testing date/day, which has changed this month because Carl 
will not be available on Thursday, the normal meeting day.  Please call Bill at 210 415-0271 to let us 
know if you are registered and unable to attend so another member may attend in your place.  I hope 
to see at least 45 of you at our June meeting.  Any suggestions you might have regarding the 
chapter are always welcome.  Stay safe. 

 

Keith Waldrep 
 

Here is a good website for emergency information: www.sanantonio.gov/emergency/ 
 

 
 
 

Chapter Chatter Your “never saw a free buffet I didn’t like,” Secretary, Greg Shean 
 

Scratch One from the Bucket List 
I walked away from an airplane crash.  Situation: Los Angeles airport on my way to the ABPA conference 
in Las Vegas.  I was looking out my window as the tractor was backing out our 737-800.  “Surely our 
plane’s wing will not strike a food truck parked nearby.”  Surely, it did.   Another plane and 8 hours later, 
Southwest flew me to Las Vegas.   Pictures were taken. 
 

The Way to a Woman’s Heart 
There was a cupcake vending machine at the LA airport, called Sprinkles.  For $6.50 you can get a 
boxed cupcake of your choice.  Being a numbers guy, I estimated that they sold about 20 cup cakes 
during my 8 hour wait.  I witnessed 5 women buying the cupcakes. Absolutely no guys even stopped to 
look.   So guys, make your own cupcakes, apply icing, and don’t forget the sprinkles. 
 

The 37th ABPA International Conference and Trade Show 
What happens in Vegas doesn’t always stay in Vegas.  There were about 259 attendees at The Orleans. 
Incredible percentage considering national membership is about 1000 members.  Previous high was 
about 400 when national had about 3,500 members.  First time everything was done in one very large 
conference room – presentations, vendors, awards, and food.   Everyone was able to sit around a table 
rather than rows of chairs.  We received our annual PACE award in addition to the Tennessee and 
Carolina chapters.  The vendors loved being in one room, because they were swarmed, and they loved it. 
 

My specialty – the food.  The Orleans catering set up a buffet line on each side of the room.  Typical Carb 
Parade, aka a continental breakfast, for all three days.   Coffee, why bother with decaf, and juices 
included.   Lunches on Monday and Tuesday: as good as a salad bar as you will see.  For Monday - 
roasted chicken and meatloaf with gravy for the carnivores, sautéed mixed vegetables, mashed potatoes, 
mac and cheese etc.  Tuesday was different but equal.  No inexpensive Mexican or pasta buffet.   Okay, 
you could make your own nachos but with an excellent cheese sauce that was not Stadium Cheese. 
 

There was a break after lunch – On Monday, The Orleans catering brought out Junk Food Heaven.  Soft 
large warm pretzels with dipping cheese, popcorn in a cup, a freezer full of ice cream novities (they didn’t 
run out), Cracker Jacks, chips, chocolate bars, can soda, and cookies.  Tuesday’s break did not repeat 
Monday.  Sliced fruit – 3 types of melons and 4 types of berries.  No rabbit food, no carrots, or celery in 
sight. 
 

The Highlight – The Vendors’ Reception 5 PM on Monday.  One buffet line had a large roast beef and the 
other line had a roasted turkey.  Each line had a very large antipasto platter, plus many other items.  Next 
year the reception will be done right after the last presentation.  Many attendees left after the last 
presentation that ended at 4:30 and did not make it back for the 5 PM Vendor’s Reception.  They missed 
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something special and probably spent much more elsewhere on a meal than the free Vendor’s 
Reception. 
 
My room was 3 times larger than what I get on a cruise ship and it was only $203 for three days.  The 
Orleans has my vote for having the annual Conferences there again. 
 
ABPA Honors Our Local Heroes 
By acclimation, Troy Baird moved up from Region 4 director to National ABPA Vice President.  No one is 
more qualified.  He does know what’s next in his backflow career.  Joe Fazekas received a Gold Eagle 
award for chapter service “above and beyond the call of duty.”  He led us backflow gypsies through two 
years of COVID and box dinners.  Thank you to both of you. 
 
Conference Silent Auction 
They raised a record $5,100 with the help of a Midwest Instrument analog gauge and Arbiter’s digital 
gauge called, Mako.  Arbiter sponsored our March meeting.  Mike Lueck with Midwest Instrument will be 
sponsoring our October meeting and will have a digital gauge that is currently going through testing, 
which he will be showing to us.  The chapter’s contribution was a 20V sawzall, a 20V 3/8” drill, a pump to 
suck oil out through the vehicle’s dip stick, and two 3 LED adjustable lights (120 degrees apart) 
compatible with an ordinary 110V light socket.  All donated by a Chapter member at no cost to the 
chapter. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
www.phcc-sanantonio.org 

 

June 1 Plumbing Apprentice Program Applications Open Fall 2022 
 

June 9 Membership meeting HR - Employee Contracts Do’s & Don’ts 
 

July 14 PHCC-SA Plumbing Apprentice Graduation 
 

August 11  Membership Meeting - Metal Theft a  SAPD Report 
 

September 8 Membership Meeting – TX Parks Wildlife - Wildlife programs 
for Private landowners & 2022-2023 rules  

 

September 23 Fishing Captains Meeting 
 

September 24 Fishing Tournament – Fulton, TX 
 

October 13  Membership Mixer 
 

November 10 Annual Business Meeting 
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MINUTES 
SAN ANTONIO CHAPTER–ABPA 

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
Thursday, May 12, 2022 

 

Keith Waldrep, President, presided over the meeting.  The ABPA San Antonio Chapter meeting 
started at 6:15 PM at the Holiday Inn Express-Medical Center, 11010 IH-10 West. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS – PRESENT EXECUTIVE OFFICERS – ABSENT

Keith Waldrep – President  

Trinidad Chairez – Vice President  

Joe Fazekas – Past President  

Greg Shean – Secretary  

Jeff Hoffman – Treasurer  

OFFICERS SPECIAL TO THE CHAPTER
– PRESENT 

OFFICERS SPECIAL TO THE CHAPTER
– ABSENT 

Manny Hernandez –Program Director Jim Cantrell – Liaison to SAWS 

Carl Michaud – Gauge Testing and 
Certification 

Troy Baird – Supply Officer 

Bill Hamrick – Membership and Newsletter Matthew Wilgen– Webmaster 

Jeff Meeks – Sgt. At Arms  

 

DIRECTORS AT LARGE – PRESENT DIRECTORS AT LARGE – ABSENT

Bruce Rathburn – 1 year Robert Stricker -1 year 

Bob Clark - 2 years Fred Baird -2 years 

GUESTS PRESENT: Doug Meeks, 
Texas811;  David Wallace - Windcrest 

Jeff Stricker – 2 year 
 

 

Agenda Item #1. President’s Report:  Keith called the meeting to order.  He asked for 30 seconds 
of silence for those who lost their lives to COVID and those in Ukraine.  INFO. 
 

Agenda Item #2. David Wallace, BCWID District 10 general manager at Windcrest, has started 
requiring testing all residential backflow preventers on lawn irrigation systems annually. 
Commercial backflow preventers have always been tested in Windcrest.   David sent out a 
questionnaire/notice to 2400 residential customers who have an in-ground lawn irrigation system. 
There will be a test report due to Windcrest before September 1st on all backflow prevention 
assemblies.  David said if the backflow preventer is not tested, the homeowner could have their 
water shut off. 
 

Agenda Item #3 Secretary’s Report:  Minutes were in the newsletter.  Carl made a motion to 
accept.  Passed.  INFO. 
 

Agenda Item #4. Treasurer’s Report:  There was no report.  INFO. 
 

Agenda Item #5.  Supply Officer’s Report:  No report.  INFO. 
 

Agenda Item #6.  Meeting Sponsor: Wilkins sponsored the meeting.  INFO. 
 

Agenda Item #7. Box lunches from Firehouse Subs were provided by Wilkins.  There were 13 of 
Roast Beef, 13 of Ham and 14 of Turkey for first come, first serve.   The chapter donated bottled 
water and sodas for the meeting.  INFO.  
 

Agenda Item #8. Raffle:  Wilkins donated a Home Depot Gift Card for the raffle drawing.   INFO. 
 

Agenda Item #9. Webmaster.  No report.  INFO. 
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Agenda Item #10.  Membership:  Bill said 7 members had their membership expire in April.  Six 
members’ membership is due to expire at the end of May.  Bill sent out e-mails to those members. 
There are 17 members with perfect attendance and 17 who have only missed one meeting so far. 
He also discussed the need to maintain continuous membership to be able to attend the Free 
Hands-on classes and get the free gauge testing.  INFO. 
 

Agenda Item #11. ABPA National:  Bruce gave a summary of the May 2nd to 4th conference in Las 
Vegas with more details in the Chapter Chatter.  The convention was also presented virtually at 
half of the CEUs.  He asked how many viewed it virtually – no one raised their hand.  Troy applied 
and received TCEQ approval for convention CEUs so anyone who attended the virtual conference 
will benefit.  Troy is the new national vice president.  Frank is now the past president.  More San 
Antonio chapter members have held region and national positions than any other chapter.  INFO. 
 

Agenda Item #12. San Antonio Irrigation Association:  Joe reported that Katrina Hamrick will give 
the June training.  It will be different than her previous training.  The SAIA April training was 
provided by Doug Meeks and two of his supervisors.  He is working to have more CEUs given for 
both irrigation and backflow.  SAIA will have a table next to the ABPA-SA chapter’s at the 
September Home and Garden Show.  The Missions game is on for July 24th.  Tickets are limited. 
“SAIA is in good shape.” 
 

Agenda Item #13. Backflow T&M Reports.  Keith said there are a lot of backflow preventers in 
service that have never been permitted.  There are many reports going into SAWS that are not in 
their system.  He said for more information go to www.saws.org/backflow or contact Emily Prado at 
210 233-2368 or e-mail Emily.prado@saws.org.  Any issues regarding backflow assembly 
information, locations, addressing, etc. are to be discussed with Emilie and not Pat Garza.  Pat 
Garza can assist with any issues regarding being locked out of the portal or questions regarding 
how to enter in information.  All backflow test information must be entered into the portal by the 
tester and not by Girl Friday back at the office.  The entry information is also supposed to be 
entered from the field at the time of the actual test.  If a website connection is not available at 
the time of test, be sure to note that in the “Remarks” section of the T&M. 82% do it on line with 
the portal.  INFO. 
 

Agenda Item #14.  Gauge Testing:  Carl said that June gauge testing will be slightly different for 
just this one time.  Drop off your gauge on Monday, June 6th and pick them up the next day.  This 
will be in the newsletter. Testers have been managing the off-site testing very well.  He said there 
is no 845 gauge; it is an 845-5 gauge for 5 valve gauge and 845-3 for three valve gauge. INFO. 
 

Agenda Item #15. Hands on Refresher Training will be on September 20th.  Go to the Bac-Flo 
Unlimited website and enter your name.  A list was passed around at the meeting for those 
needing the September training.  INFO. 
 

Agenda Item #16. Training:  Doug Meeks is the Damage Prevention Manager for Central, South, 
and West Texas.  Doug first gave some history about how their non-profit had to outperform a 
Maryland for profit organization.  They are now the largest call center by volume in the world. 
Doug said, if you have trouble getting locators in the field, call him so he can work on it.  811 takes 
requests and passes them on to another for scheduling.  811 is a free service to the excavators.  If 
you plan to dig deeper than 16 inches, you need to call 811, however, it is still recommended to 
involve 811 if digging less than 16 inches deep.  In 1988 water utilities were exempt because they 
wanted to do their own locates.  All other utilities had to participate.  Locates only go to the point of 
delivery, i.e. electric meter, water meter, or gas meter.  Doug told us that we are the customer – 
the user. 
 

He described 811 as a One Call Process that covers Texas excavation regulations, locator 
response, site documentation, and best practices.  This is to avoid underground facility damage 
prevention and safety.  The 811 purpose is to protect billions of dollars in underground 
infrastructure and keep the public safe.  All 811 calls originate with Texas811.  There are between 
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10,000 and 17,000k locate tickets submitted per day. Texas811 is the link between your plans to 
dig and our member utility and pipeline operators.  All Class A Facilities are required by law to 
participate in the 811 system. Utilities are only located to the point of delivery.  There is no cost for 
making the call to Texas811. The response time must be within the required 48 hour waiting 
period.  Texas811 provides safe excavation education to excavators, operators, and emergency 
responders. 
 
When submitting a request, know the ticket type for the work being submitted. Describe all job 
information, jobsite contact information, and email address.  Doug described the types of tickets: 
normal, emergency, no response, update, update & remark, and dig up.  He described what to 
expect once you have submitted a locate ticket.  You should be notified by the utility operator 
within 48 hours. The Locator will clear it, mark it, or arrange for a meeting to communicate any 
special instructions.  There are many types of underground signage and, if in doubt, ask. 
Documentation and photos are invaluable in case things go wrong.  Doug went over the “Tolerance 
Zone”.  He said to hand dig the underground facilities before excavation with mechanized 
equipment. 
 
Safe excavation practices included hand digging, vacuum excavation, spotters with mechanized 
equipment, and backfilling layers with compacting and no rocks. 
 
Most important, in case of damage: call 811 to report the "Dig Up" within 1 hour, contact the facility 
owner directly (if known), do not attempt to repair any pipeline or cable, and do not backfill the area 
around the damaged line.  This includes cracked or chipped pipeline coating, gouged cable sheath, 
scrapes or dents, and broken tracer wire which could lead to future damage.  Doug went into more 
detail on what to do and what not to do. 
 
He tested us on the 7 frequently asked questions. 
 
Adjournment.  Motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:15 PM for the raffle. 
 

 
Greg Shean 
Secretary 
ABPA San Antonio Chapter 

 

 
 
 

REGION 4 NEWS 
 

Corpus Christi ABPA 2022 Backflow Meeting Schedule 

 

July 21, September 15, *November 17  Golden Corral Dinner Night  (* Member + Guest) 
November 17 location:  Golden Corral 5901 S Padre Island Dr., Corpus Christi, TX 78412 
Time:  5:00 pm to 5:45 pm gauge Certification,  6:00 pm Meeting/Class,  8:00 pm Meeting adjourns 
 

Makeup Meetings:  +June 16,  +August 18,  +October 20,  (+  Starting at 5:30p.m. 
 NO gauge Certification, 1 HOUR CEU ONLY) 
 
Location of all meetings:   City of Corpus Christi Water Department 
 Choke Canyon Conference Room 
 2726 Holly Rd. CC TX. 78415 
 (Holly @ Civitan across from Vector Control) 
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Bac-Flo Unlimited provides GaugeCare™, quality gauge care for your differential pressure gauge. 
 

 –    Call or email us for weekly certification times in Boerne, TX.    – 
 

 Ph: (210) 698-0411 ·  Email: speakbackflow@BacFlo.com · Website: www.GaugeTest.com  
 
 
 
Gauge Testing Rules for Members Only Rule #6 is necessary to qualify 
 

1. Only gauges that expire before the second Thursday of the following month will be eligible for 
testing.  That is, if it expires before July 14th you need to get it tested on June 6th. 

2. On MONDAY June 6th, take your gauge, less case, tools, fittings, strap, and hoses to Bexar 
Mail Boxes at 2186 Jackson Keller Rd. between 9:30 am and 2:30 pm and leave it after filling out 
the ABPA-SA paperwork form.  Do NOT remove the bleed hose. 

3. IMPORTANT: Provide a cell number in the event you need to be contacted Monday after 
3:00 pm. Be sure to tell them you are with ABPA-SA for the FREE Gauge Testing. 

4. Pick up your gauge, no charge, the next day, on Tuesday between 9:30 am and 4:30 pm Any 
gauge not picked up on Tuesday will incur a $10 per day storage fee, starting at 5:00 pm 
Tuesday. 

5. We will pick up all the gauges at 2:30 pm on Monday and Bill and I will test them.  I will deliver 
them back Tuesday morning when Bexar Mail Boxes opens at 9:00 am. 

6. Everyone planning on taking a gauge for testing must email me at 
carlsbackflow@satx.rr.com and Bill at wlhamrick@peoplepc.com no later than Sunday afternoon 
June 5th. 
 

There are NO EXCEPTIONS to these rules.  Bill and I are doing this to continue providing the gauge 
testing benefit of your membership in our ABPA-SA Chapter and we are not performing gauge testing at 
any in-person meetings yet because there are no gauge testing facilities at the hotel meeting room. 

There will be NO gauge testing at the meeting. 

Carl Michaud 
Gauge Testing Chairman 
 8 



 

The next Hands-On training will be September 20, 2022 
Each member is responsible for themselves – Know where you stand 

 
 
 

FAQ ABOUT THE SEPTEMBER 20 TRAINING SESSION 
 

DUE TO COVID-19 and its variants, attendees MAY bring their own Hand 
Sanitizer or Mask.  We will follow current CDC guidelines and protocol at 
the time, regarding masks and sanitation during the class. 
 

Who needs to attend:  If your BPAT license expires before October 1, 2023, 
you need to attend the September 20th Training Session if you need your 8 
hours of hands-on training. 
 

How do I know if I need the hands-on training: Go to www.abpa-sa.org and 
click on “Resources”, then click on “CEU Hours” to look up your license 
information to see if you need the 8 hours hands-on training. 
 

Who is eligible to attend: Only ABPA-SA members in good standing, who 
have attended at least 5 meetings in 2021 and at least 5 meetings in 2022 and 
who have earned 16 CEU hours at ABPA Chapter meetings and/or the 
ABPA 2021 Virtual Conference may attend.  If you are short the required 
hours due to Covid-19, confirm eligibility by email.  See below: How do I 
register for Hands-On Training. 
 

What does it cost: Fred and Troy Baird of Bac-Flo® Unlimited, Inc. donate 
their time and talents each year to the members of ABPA-SA to provide FREE 
training. 
 

How long is the class: The class is 8 hours from 8:00am to 5:00pm with an 
hour for lunch.  Bac-Flo Unlimited will furnish water, Coke and Keurig coffee. 
 

Where do I get lunch: The ABPA-SA Chapter will furnish lunch to all the 
attendees. 
 

How do I get CEU hours: Attending ABPA-SA Chapter monthly meetings will 
generally earn you at least one and sometimes two CE hours per meeting, 
depending on the subject matter.  Occasionally a meeting may not qualify for 
any hours or may only qualify for one hour. 
 

IMPORTANT: This year, due to COVID-19, space is limited so register early.  It 
will be each individual’s responsibility to protect yourself - If you feel you cannot 
do that or unsure about your own security insofar as protecting yourself - you 
should not attend. 
 

How do I register for the Hands-On Training: Provide a printout of your 
TCEQ hours to Bac-Flo® Unlimited, Inc.  email F.baird@att.net 
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ABPA-SA Board of Directors 

 

2021 - 2022 
 
1) President – Keith Waldrep 
 
2) Vice President – Trinidad Chairez 
 

3) Treasurer – Jeff Hoffman 
 

4) Secretary – Greg Shean 
 
5) Immediate Past President – Joe Fazekas 
 
Special Officers to the Association 
 
6) SGT-AT-ARMS –Jeff Meeks 
 

7) Liaison to SAWS – James Cantrell 
 

8) Program Director – Manny Hernandez 
 
9) Gauge Testing and Certification – Carl Michaud 
 

10) Membership – Bill Hamrick 
 

11) Supply Officer – Troy Baird 
 

12) Webmaster – Matthew Wilgen 
 
 

Directors at Large 
 

Two-year term 
 

1. Fred Baird 
2. Jeff Stricker 
3. Bob Clark 
 

One year term 
 

4. Robert Stricker 
5. Bruce Rathburn 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

NOTICE:  Mail Address: ABPA-SA  -   P.O. Box 47820   -   San Antonio, TX 78265 
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“The Direct Connection” is published monthly 
and may be obtained from the www.abpa-sa.org 
website.  Opinions or facts within “The Direct 
Connection” are not necessarily representative of 
the opinions of the American Backflow Prevention 
Association and may or may not represent an 
official policy.  Additionally, the opinions or facts of 
contributors or advertisers may or may not 
represent an official policy. 
 

Published by the ABPA-SA Chapter 
 

Editor:  Bill Hamrick 
 

Assistant Editor:  Bruce Rathburn 
 

Additional Editors: The entire Membership 
 

For further information about ABPA, contact: 
 

Bruce Rathburn – Past ABPA President 
americanbackflowh2o@gmail.com 
 

Troy Baird – ABPA Region 4 Director 
troybaird@gvtc.com 
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Thanks to our ABPA-SA Sponsors 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

NOVEMBER 2021 

 
 

 
  

 800-575-9618 

OCTOBER 2021 
   

SEPTEMBER 2021 

AUGUST 2021 
 

 

JULY 2021 
 

JUNE 2021 
 

 
 

MAY 2022 
 

APRIL 2022 
 

  

MARCH 2022

 

  

FEBRUARY 2022 

 

 
 

 PEPCO Sales & Marketing 

JANUARY 2022 
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How to join the ABPA-SA Chapter 

There are two ways to join the San Antonio Chapter of the American Backflow 
Prevention Association. 

The easiest way is to go to https://www.abpa.org/page/Join and follow the 
instructions to set up your account and present you with an invoice that you can 
pay with a credit card on-line or check the box to pay with a check. IMPORTANT 
Be sure to select the chapter/s (San Antonio Chapter) you want to join before 
selecting the payment method.  If you elect to pay with a check, you will be able 
to print the invoice so you can send it with your check to the address on the 
invoice.  If you pay with a credit card on-line, you will be able to print a receipt. 

The other way is to print the Membership Application on the next page and send 
it to the address at the bottom of the page with your check. 

 

How to renew your ABPA-SA Chapter Membership 

There are two ways to renew your San Antonio Chapter membership of the 
American Backflow Prevention Association. 

The easiest way is to go to https://www.abpa.org/page/RenewNow and sign into 
your account and follow the instructions.  The program will present you with an 
invoice that you can pay with a credit card on-line or check the box to pay with a 
check. IMPORTANT Be sure the chapter/s (San Antonio Chapter) is/are 
selected you want to renew before selecting the payment method.  If you elect to 
pay with a check, you will be able to print the invoice so you can send it with your 
check to the address on the invoice.  If you pay with a credit card on-line, you will 
be able to print a receipt. 

The other way is to print the Membership Application on the next page and send 
it to the address at the bottom of the page with your check. 

 

Thank You for your membership 



 

 

 

 

APPLICATION FOR 

MEMBERSHIP 

  US Membership  $65 
  International Membership  $79 

  Sustaining Membership $300.00 
 New Member 

 Renewal - Member #______________ 
To join the American Backflow Prevention Association, simply fill out the 
membership application form and mail it with your check to the address listed 
below, or if paying by credit card you may fax the completed form to 
979.846.7607.  Local chapters have additional fees.  Below is a listing of 
chapters by region. To find out if there is a local chapter in your area, please 
review the chapter information on our website at abpa.org or call the National 
Office at 979.846.7606.  Membership in the Association constitutes paying 
National dues. 

 

Sustaining Member: 
• Must be a company or organization 
• Assign only one person as the member of ABPA 
• A Sustaining Member must submit a letter that 

designates their Voting Representative. 

 

Please Print Legibly or Type 

       
Mr., Mrs., Ms., etc  First Name  MI  Last Name (Include suffix) 

     
Organization (Agency/Firm)  Department/Division  Title 

 
Address: 

       
City:  State / Prov  Zip + 4 Code/Postal Code  Country 

     
Daytime Phone  Fax  Email 

                             ABPA-SA  $  60.00  
Local Chapter (if joining a local chapter)  Local Dues Amount 
 

Method of Payment 

 Charge     $ 125.00  to my   Visa    MasterCard    American Express    Discover    Check    Money Order    Invoice Me 

      
Credit Card Number  Card Expires (MM/YYYY)  CVC Number 

    
Name as it appears on card  Signature  
 

Additional Information 

How would you like to receive your 
Membership Renewal Invoice Notification?  Email      US Mail (Not available for International Membership) 

Local Chapter Dues Listed by Region 
 

REGION 1 
New England 
Rhode Island  
                        

REGION 2 
Virginia 
                   

REGION 3 
Carolinas 
Florida Suncoast                 
Peach State “1788” 
Tennessee 
 

REGION 4 
Arkansas 
Central Texas  
Corpus Christi   
Lower Rio Grande Valley  
North Texas                 
San Antonio    

 
$12.00 
18.00 

 

 
$25.00 

 

 
$10.00 
12.00 
30.00 
20.00 

 

 
$10.00 
20.00 
23.00 
25.00 
23.00
60.00 

 REGION 5 
Colorado 
Utah 
 

REGION 6 
Arizona 
Central Coast 
Central Valley California 
Hawaii 
Silver State 
Southern California 
 

REGION 7 
Oregon 
SRC4 
 

REGION 8 (USD) 

 
$15.00 
12.00 

 

 
$20.00 
10.00 
10.00 
23.00 
23.00 
15.00 

 

 
$20.00 
20.00 

 

 

 

REGION 9 (USD) 
 

REGION 10 
 

REGION 11 
Indiana BPA 
Michigan 
Northern Illinois 
 

REGION 12 
Eastern Nebraska 

   
 
 
 
 

 

 
  
 
 $25.00
 40.00 
 23.00  
 

  
 $10.00 
 

 
 
 

Please make checks payable to:  ABPA 
6672 S 1570 W, West Jordan, UT 
(801) 436-7238
Email:  membership@abpa.org 

01.2022 
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