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ALERT: Public Interactive Water Features Connected 
to Public Water Supplies 

 

The Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) is providing important updates to a notice sent to 
public water systems (PWSs) in October 2021 on how to minimize the risk of Naegleria fowleri (N. fowleri) ameba 
(commonly referred to as the brain-eating ameba) for a PWS. As was stated in the October 2021 notice, there 
were two instances of N. fowleri exposure in Texas in 2020 and 2021 that resulted in the deaths of two children 
after they visited public interactive water features or “splash pads.” The Texas Department of State Health 
Services (DSHS) regulates splash pads and TCEQ regulates PWSs that supply water to these features. Both 
agencies have rules concerning the minimum necessary backflow prevention devices on the supply lines into 
these types of water features. 

The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and DSHS have issued new guidance for the 
prevention of N. fowleri exposure in water playgrounds and decorative fountains. 

See the recommendations and information below, including updated information about the potential for false 
positive tests for chlorine residuals when systems use both free chlorine disinfection as well as some form of 
cyanuric acid (commonly "dichlor" and "trichlor"). 

Naegleria fowleri Infection 

According to the CDC, most N. fowleri infections are associated with swimming in warm freshwater lakes and 
rivers. The N. fowleri ameba enters the nasal cavity and travels to the brain and causes a severe brain infection 
called primary amebic meningoencephalitis (PAM) which is usually fatal. You cannot get infected from 
swallowing water contaminated with the N. fowleri ameba because it is killed by normal levels of stomach acid. 
Since visitors to splash pads may get water in their nasal cavities and under certain conditions a splash pad may 
support the growth of the ameba, the risk of infection will exist. 

 Minimizing the Risks of Infection from a Splash Pad or Public Water Supply 

Disinfection  

The N. fowleri ameba can only grow in water where little or no disinfectant (like free chlorine or chloramine) is 
present. Ensuring that your system maintains an adequate disinfectant residual throughout the drinking water 
distribution system and in the plumbing of premises is the most effective way to prevent the growth of the ameba. 
Texas PWSs are required to maintain a minimum free chlorine residual of 0.2 mg/L or a minimum chloramine 
residual of 0.5 mg/L (measured as total chlorine) throughout their distribution systems. Systems that maintain a 
chloramine residual in their distribution systems should be diligent in monitoring for potential nitrification. During 
nitrification events, chloramine residuals may not be adequate to be able to provide protection against pathogens 
like N. fowleri. 

CONT: Page 8 

 
See Page (10) for 2022 Free Hands-On Class 

 

See Page (7) for Gauge Testing Instructions



August – COVID Limited 
 

Meetings of the San Antonio Chapter ABPA 
are held the second Thursday of every month 
except December.  Dinner and refreshments 
are served at 6:00 p.m. sharp with the meeting 
starting at 6:15.  The next meeting is: 
 
Date: Thursday August 11, 2022 
 
Time: 6:00 PM Pre-registration Required 

 
Loc:   Holiday Inn Express, 11010 IH-10 W 
 Next door to Cracker Barrel  
 

Program:  Robert Stricker -  Backflow 
 Prevention History  
 

Meal Sponsor:  Miller Mayes & Associates 
 

No alcoholic beverages 
allowed 

 

Next Meeting:  September 8, 2022 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Meeting August Agenda  COVID Limited 
 
5:00 p.m. General discussion and quorum 

confirmation 
 
5:15 p.m. Call Meeting to order. 
 
5:16 p.m. Secretary’s Report.  Read and approve the 

minutes of the previous meeting. 
 
5:20 p.m. Treasurer’s Report.  Discussion and 

approval of the treasurer’s report. 
 
5:25 p.m. Supply Officer’s Report 
 
5:30 p.m. Vice President’s, Directors’, and any other 

reports for the good of the chapter. 
Comments, new business, any discussion. 

 
5:40 p.m. Training Report.  Training & Meal Sponsors 
 
5:45 p.m. Webmaster Report 
 
5:50 p.m. President’s Report.  New & old business 
 
6:00 p.m. Meal is served. 
 
6:15 p.m. General Membership Meeting 
 

1. Report from the Directors Meeting. President 
2. City, regional, and national reports.  James 

Cantrell and any City personnel present 
3. Training program for the evening. 
4. Raffle prize drawing. 

 
 
 
 

 
Ongoing Goals of ABPA-SA Chapter 

 
1. Educational Outreach with public by 

presenting at PHCC meetings, engineering 
firms, schools, and neighborhood 
associations.  Continuing goal. 

 

2. Greater use of TCEQ website.  Tracking of 
CEUs, Services available.  Personal 
education. 

 

3. Increase member awareness of importance 
of chapter meetings.  Increase attendance 
and public awareness. 

 

4. Increase website resource information. 
More detailed links to more information like 
TCEQ, COSA, and any place that would be 
helpful to our members 

 
 
 

 

Big Thanks to 
 

WWIP for sponsoring our 
meeting and providing a $50 
Academy gift card for the 
raffle drawing. 
 
Bruce Rathburn for the 
training program “Hazard 
Assessment Surveys”, pointing 
out where backflow 
preventers may be needed.  
 

 

Let’s all continue to practice 
proper sanitizing. 
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"Direct Talk" by the President 
 

The August 11th meeting will be held at the Holiday Inn Express – Medical Center, 11010 IH-10 
West, the location we are currently using for our meetings.  If you are unable to attend a meeting 
for which you have registered, please call Bill at 210 415-0271 to let us know you won’t be able to 
attend. Important Notice: We need volunteers to man our booth at the Home & Garden Show 
Friday, September 30 12:00 pm - 8:00 pm, Saturday, October 1 10:00 am - 8:00 pm, and 
Sunday,  October 2 1:00 am - 6:00 pm. Please sign-up to help for at least 4 hours. All workers 
will receive free admittance and your parking will be reimbursed.  Any suggestions you might 
have regarding the chapter are always welcome.  Stay safe. 
 

Keith Waldrep 
 
Here is a good website for emergency information: www.sanantonio.gov/emergency/ 
 

 

Boerne, TX is in the process of upgrading their DIVISION 3. – Cross-Connection Control 
and Backflow Prevention Program, Sections 22-62 thru 22-86 rules.  The revision has 
passed the first reading at City Council meeting and will be final after the approved second 
reading. 
 
 
 

Chapter Chatter Never Passed Up a Great Meal Deal Secretary, Greg Shean 
 
The Soggy Box Meal Saga 
 
There were 14 “box meals” left over after the July meeting.  According to Lunch Box Billy, 
the problem was several members brought their own lunch and did not want a lunch, and 
six who registered, did not show up.  There were 49 who registered so we ordered 45 
lunches, anticipating several cancellations. Then only 35 showed up and some of which did 
not take a lunch or bought their own.  We were able to sell twelve of the left-over boxes for 
$5 each.  Only two remained.  They cost $9 per box for the 8” sandwich, chips, cookie, and 
all the pickles you want.  They gave us 4 bowls of pickles which is about 2 bowls more than 
we need.  Bill will now be adding an additional instruction in the invitation requiring the 
members to indicate whether they want a box lunch or not.  If you don’t request a lunch, we 
will not be ordering one for you and you will not receive a meal ticket when you check into 
the meeting.  Bill and I are tossing around the possibility of getting 3 kinds of cold foot long 
Subways, buying a pack of miscellaneous chips, an HEB cooking ring, and a large jar of 
jalapeno or pepperoncini peppers.   Squeeze bottles of condiments would be provided. 
With COVID on the rise, Your Thoughts? 
 
Too Good of a Deal to Pass Up 
 

SAIA/TNLA Missions Game.  The game was on Friday, July 22nd.  Such a deal, the $43 
dollar tickets for all you can eat and drink on the 3rd base line party deck were subsidized 
by companies to bring the price down to $15 each. The 300 tickets were sold out, mostly to 
the company employees and their families.  There were three of us from the chapter: Joe 
Fazekas, current SAIA president; Keith Waldrep, past SAIA president; and myself who has 
never been known to pass up an all you can eat buffet and beer.  It didn’t make any 
difference that the Missions lost to the Corpus Christi Hooks 7-4.  The food was still good. 
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DIRECTORS AT LARGE – PRESENT DIRECTORS AT LARGE – ABSENT 

Bruce Rathburn – 1 year Fred Baird -2 years 

Bob Clark - 2 years Jeff Stricker – 2 year 

Robert Stricker -1 year  

GUESTS PRESENT: Mark Milstead, WWIP 
Corporation, Houston TX 

 

 

Agenda Item #1. President’s Report:  Keith called the meeting to order.  He asked that everyone 
turn off their cell phones and no games.  If necessary to take an emergency call, please leave the 
room.  No games during the meeting.  He asked for a minute of silence to pray for our United States 
and what we are going through.  INFO. 
 

Agenda Item #2. Secretary’s Report:  Minutes were in the newsletter.  Bruce made a motion to 
accept.  Passed.  INFO. 
 

Agenda Item #3. Treasurer’s Report:  Jeff had no report at this time.  INFO. 
 

Agenda Item #4.  Supply Officer’s Report:  Troy is still restocking supplies.  The green National 
Backflow Day T-shirts are free, courtesy of Mike Lueck & Mid-West Instrument.  He asked that 
members wear them at the August meeting to celebrate National Backflow Day.  INFO. 
 

Agenda Item #5.  Meeting Sponsor: WWIP sponsored the meeting.  INFO. 
 

Agenda Item #6. Box lunches from Firehouse Subs were provided by WWIP.  There were 45 meal 
boxes with three different meats available on a first come, first serve basis.   The chapter donated 
bottled water and sodas for the meeting.  INFO.  
 

Agenda Item #7. Raffle:  WWIP donated a $50 Academy gift certificate for the raffle drawing.  INFO. 
 

Agenda Item #8. Webmaster.  Matt reported, “All is working well.”  INFO. 
 

Agenda Item #9. Gauge Testing:  Carl said, “All doing great.” INFO. 
 

Agenda Item #10. Home & Garden Show: It will be at the Alamodome from September 29th 
(Thursday set up) to October 2nd (Sunday open and teardown.)  The chapter will have a booth and 
needs volunteers for four hour shifts.  INFO.  
 

Agenda Item #11.  Hands on Training:  The training will be on September 20th at Bac-Flo Unlimited 
in Boerne.  Members, in good standing, must attend 5 meetings per year to qualify for the free 
hands-on.  Be sure you are registered on the sign-in sheet.  INFO. 
 

Agenda Item #12. Fishing Trip: The trip will be the weekend after the hands on – 23rd thru 25th of 
September.  It will still be at  Cast ‘n Stay and much the same as previous years except the new 
minimum length for Trout is 17” inches.  Even so, fish sticks will not be on the menu.  INFO. 
 

Agenda Item #13.  Membership: Bill reported that the Chapter has currently 95 members.  He 
detailed that three memberships will expire the end of July.  We had three renew in April and two 
renewed in May.  Thirteen renewed in June with 10 expiring since January.  Bill said we are 
“holding our own.”  He mentioned membership must be continuous to get the free hands on.  INFO. 
 

Agenda Item #14. SAWS Report:  Past due notices for backflow inspections will be going out 
before the end of July.  SAWS has requested an amendment to the San Antonio plumbing code to 
require a permanent label with the complete information of the assembly be mounted on the outside 
of the insulated backflow assembly.   INFO. 
 

Agenda Item #15.  San Antonio Irrigation Association:   SAIA will have a booth at the Home and 
Garden Show.  The Texas Nursery / Landscape EXPO will be from August 10 -12 at the Henry B. 
Gonzalez Convention Center, 900 E. Market Street | San Antonio, Texas 78205.   On Wednesday, 
August 10th, they are offering a full day of CEUs from a variety of accredited presenters.  The cost in 
advance is $225 for members and $315 for non-members.  On-site cost is respectively, $315 and $370, 
which includes the Thursday and Friday show.  https://www.nurserylandscapeexpo.org/ceu-schedule/ 
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Agenda Item #16. Training:  Bruce Rathburn, American Backflow H2o, was a subcontractor to a 
company performing a water use survey of a military base.   The presentation focused on the 
survey conducted on the base.  Bruce has done many military bases as they are required to do 
one every five years.  This was an out-of-state survey.  Bruce used his own experience and real 
examples on where the water used at the base originated (ground water wells).  He briefly 
explained his experiences at Port Kelly, formerly Kelly AFB. Bruce also explained the SAWS 
Aquifer Storage and Recovery system and The Steve Clouse wastewater recycling center. 
 

The water use survey must first determine where the water source such as potable aquifer from 
water wells, privately owned water wells potable and non-potable use, rainwater capture with 
storage tank filtration, brackish aquifer water from deep underground filtrated, and filtrated water 
from lakes, rivers and reservoirs so he knows what he is tracking.  He needs to know about this 
source of water, how is it treated, what is its chemical makeup, and the type of aquifer it comes 
from. 
 

He needs to know where the water enters the building and trace out each waterline from start to 
finish. This could be in highly secure areas where no pictures are allowed so you will need an 
escort during the survey.  You’ll need to determine what is the level of knowledge of the military 
staff, what is their background related to the task at hand. It would be good to know how long they 
have been on the job. This will help you determine your team in case others may be needed.  You 
need two inspectors during this process, so nothing is overlooked.  Having the most 
knowledgeable staff is based on their on-site and actual experiences.  Bruce asked the water 
purveyor to participate by taking water samples at different locations on base, but they failed to do 
so. 
 

You need to request from the water purveyor a grid map of the area you are going to survey; a 
block map paper or electronic for the areas you work; a map of the services that go to each 
building potable, fire or irrigation water. Having a good understanding of what the water is used for 
at each building is very important in the process.  Bruce listed the tools you will need such as and I 
strong pen light with red laser pointer, iPad, markers, and camera. 
 

Document what you find.  Use your camera when allowed. What building is it in, name and number 
(no addresses), write it down in detail if you can’t take pictures (secured site), and draw a rough 
sketch if you have too.  Always keep in mind that the water must be safe for domestic use. 
 

Most important are the isolation backflows as they protect the people in the building. Bruce had 
about 18 pictures of very probable cross connections and water lines next to electrical boxes. 
Need to follow lines to the very end.  He reviewed the problem with a suggested solution.  Bruce 
kept asking himself, “What were they thinking when they designed this”.  Document what you have 
found, discuss it in detail with your escort, take pictures if you can and assure that the water cannot 
be compromised. 
 

The base commander and civil engineer called Bruce about two months after the survey and 
asked, “What kind of water issues did you find? “Bruce cited a very old infrastructure, lack of 
backflows, and poor pipe identification could result in sickness or death if improvements are not 
made. 
 

Adjournment.  Motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:05 PM for the raffle.  
 
 

 
Greg Shean 
Secretary 
ABPA San Antonio Chapter 
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Bac-Flo Unlimited provides GaugeCare™, quality gauge care for your differential pressure gauge. 
 

 –    Call or email us for weekly certification times in Boerne, TX.    – 
 

 Ph: (210) 698-0411 ·  Email: speakbackflow@BacFlo.com · Website: www.GaugeTest.com  
 
 
 
Gauge Testing Rules for Members Only Rule #6 is necessary to qualify 
 

1. Only gauges that expire before the second Thursday of the following month will be eligible for 
testing.  That is, if it expires before September 8th you need to get it tested on August 11th. 

2. On Thursday August 11th, take your gauge, less case, tools, fittings, strap, and hoses to 
Bexar Mail Boxes at 2186 Jackson Keller Rd. between 9:30 am and 2:30 pm and leave it after 
filling out the ABPA-SA paperwork form.  Do NOT remove the bleed hose. 

3. IMPORTANT: Provide a cell number in the event you need to be contacted Thursday after 
3:00 pm. Be sure to tell them you are with ABPA-SA for the FREE Gauge Testing. 

4. Pick up your gauge, no charge, the next day, on Friday between 9:30 am and 4:30 pm Any 
gauge not picked up on Friday will incur a $10 per day storage fee, starting at 5:00 pm 
Friday. 

5. We will pick up all the gauges at 2:30 pm on Thursday and Bill and I will test them.  I will deliver 
them back Friday morning when Bexar Mail Boxes opens at 9:00 am. 

6. Everyone planning on taking a gauge for testing must email me at 
carlsbackflow@satx.rr.com and Bill at wlhamrick@peoplepc.com no later than Wednesday 
afternoon August 10th. 
 

There are NO EXCEPTIONS to these rules.  Bill and I are doing this to continue providing the gauge 
testing benefit of your membership in our ABPA-SA Chapter and we are not performing gauge testing at 
any in-person meetings yet because there are no gauge testing facilities at the hotel meeting room. 

There will be NO gauge testing at the meeting. 

Carl Michaud 
Gauge Testing Chairman 
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REGION 4 NEWS 
 
Corpus Christi ABPA 2022 Backflow Meeting Schedule 

 

September 15, *November 17  Golden Corral Dinner Night  (* Member + Guest) 
November 17 location:  Golden Corral 5901 S Padre Island Dr., Corpus Christi, TX 78412 
Time:  5:00 pm to 5:45 pm gauge Certification,  6:00 pm Meeting/Class,  8:00 pm Meeting adjourns 
 

Makeup Meetings:    +August 18,  +October 20, 
 (+  Starting at 5:30p.m. NO gauge Certification, 1 HOUR CEU ONLY) 
 
Location of all meetings:   City of Corpus Christi Water Department 
 Choke Canyon Conference Room 
 2726 Holly Rd. CC TX. 78415 
 (Holly @ Civitan across from Vector Control) 
 
 
CONT: From Page 1 Public Water Features connected to Public Water 
 
Cross-Contamination Events 

PWSs must take precautions to prevent a contamination hazard such as the N. fowleri ameba from back-flowing 
into the potable water distribution system.  Splash pads are required to have a backflow prevention assembly or 
an air gap to protect the PWS.  Should a backflow event occur with N. fowleri contaminating water entering a 
distribution system, continuous maintenance of an adequate disinfectant residual throughout the distribution 
system is crucial to inactivate or “kill” the ameba. 

TCEQ recommends the following actions to minimize N. fowleri exposure and protect public water supplies that 
have splash pads connected to the distribution system: 

PWSs that only supply potable water to splash pads (do not own or operate a splash pad): 

 Evaluate the backflow prevention devices at the connection to the splash pad. 

o Repair or replace reduced-pressure-principle backflow preventer assemblies (RPBAs) that fail a 
test by a licensed backflow prevention assembly tester. 

o If no backflow prevention assembly is installed, install a required health hazard device (RPBA or 
air gap). 

o Replace inappropriate backflow prevention devices (for example, double check valve backflow 
prevention assemblies and atmospheric vacuum breakers) with a required health hazard device 
(RPBA or air gap). 

o Test RPBAs upon installation and at least annually. [From TCEQ rules in 30 Texas 
Administrative Code (TAC) §290.44(h)(4)]. 

 Share this notice with the owners and operators of any splash pads connected to your system to inform 
them of the risks from N. fowleri. 

PWSs that own or operate a splash pad (and other owners and operators of splash pads): 

 Evaluate the backflow prevention devices at the connection to the splash pad. 

o Repair or replace RPBAs that fail a test by a licensed backflow prevention assembly tester. 

o If no backflow prevention assembly is installed, install a required health hazard device (RPBA or 
air gap). 

o Replace inappropriate backflow prevention devices (for example, double check valve backflow 
prevention assemblies and atmospheric vacuum breakers) with a required health hazard device 
(RPBA or air gap).  
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o Test RPBAs upon installation and at least annually. [From TCEQ rules in 30 TAC §290.44(h)(4)]. 

 Please see the operation, maintenance, and record keeping practices of the splash pad for compliance 
with Department of State Health Services (DSHS) rules in 25 TAC Chapter 265, Subchapter M. 

 If you operate a splash pad that is supplied with potable water containing a monochloramine/combined 
chlorine residual: 

o DSHS’s rules for splash pads require that these facilities be operated with a free chlorine or 
bromine disinfectant residual (unless the splash pad is operated as a pass-through facility 
without recirculation of water). 

o If you intend to establish free chlorine disinfectant residuals within the splash pad, be certain that 
you are not actually operating the facility with a monochloramine/combined chlorine residual. 

 Monochloramine interferes with free chlorine test methods that use DPD reagent and can 
cause false positive free chlorine test results. 

 The potable water must be breakpoint chlorinated by adding enough chlorine to eliminate 
the nitrogen containing compounds like monochloramine so that a free chlorine residual 
can exist. 

o To confirm that water in the splash pad has a free chlorine residual, test a sample for free 
chlorine, total chlorine, monochloramine, and free available ammonia. (The supplying PWS must 
have this testing equipment.) 

 When monochloramine and free available ammonia residuals are essentially zero 
(typically 0.05 mg/L or less) and the total chlorine and free chlorine residuals are nearly 
the same, the water has an actual free chlorine residual. Any additional free chlorine 
added to the water will remain in free chlorine form. 

 If some form of cyanuric acid (commonly "dichlor" and "trichlor") is used in conjunction 
with chlorine in a splash pad, it is important to be aware that cyanuric acid binds up the 
chlorine. This binding leaves only a small amount of free available chlorine to act as a 
disinfectant, because chlorine combined with cyanuric acid may not be an effective 
disinfectant. 

 

 The standard test for free chlorine, using DPD reagent, will falsely measure the 
cyanuric acid-bound chlorine as free available chlorine. 

 The splash pad operator may measure an apparent free chlorine residual of 2.0 
ppm or higher due to the false positive caused by cyanuric acid-bound chlorine 
and be unaware that the actual free available chlorine residual is too low to 
prevent conditions that could allow the establishment of N. fowleri. 

 Although the use of cyanuric acid in outdoor pools is a widespread practice, in a 
public pool the operators can see when algae or cloudiness starts to form, 
indicating the same low disinfectant conditions that could allow N. fowleri to 
establish and multiply. Public pool operators can "shock" a pool when these 
conditions occur. 

 In contrast, a splash pad operator may only see thin water sprays and shallow 
water on the ground, which is unlikely to visibly show the start of algae growth in 
the splash pad water storage tanks. 

As a preventative measure, splash pad operators should visually check the water in a vault for algae or 
cloudiness to recognize low disinfectant conditions and treat as appropriate when those conditions are observed 
 
If you have questions or need additional information, please contact David Simons, P.E., of the Emergency 
Preparedness and Response Section by email at david.simons@tceq.texas.gov or by phone at 512-239-3154. 
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The next Hands-On training will be September 20, 2022 

Each member is responsible for themselves – Know where you stand 
 
 
 

FAQ ABOUT THE SEPTEMBER 20 TRAINING SESSION 
 

DUE TO COVID-19 and its variants, attendees MAY bring their own Hand 
Sanitizer or Mask.  We will follow current CDC guidelines and protocol at 
the time, regarding masks and sanitation during the class. 
 

Who needs to attend:  If your BPAT license expires before October 1, 2023, 
you need to attend the September 20th Training Session if you need your 8 
hours of hands-on training. 
 

How do I know if I need the hands-on training: Go to www.abpa-sa.org and 
click on “Resources”, then click on “CEU Hours” to look up your license 
information to see if you need the 8 hours hands-on training. 
 

Who is eligible to attend: Only ABPA-SA members in good standing, who 
have attended at least 5 meetings in 2021 and at least 5 meetings in 2022 and 
who have earned 16 CEU hours at ABPA Chapter meetings and/or the 
ABPA 2021 Virtual Conference may attend.  If you are short the required 
hours due to Covid-19, confirm eligibility by email.  See below: How do I 
register for Hands-On Training. 
 

What does it cost: Fred and Troy Baird of Bac-Flo® Unlimited, Inc. donate 
their time and talents each year to the members of ABPA-SA to provide FREE 
training. 
 

How long is the class: The class is 8 hours from 8:00am to 5:00pm with an 
hour for lunch.  Bac-Flo Unlimited will furnish water, Coke and Keurig coffee. 
 

Where do I get lunch: The ABPA-SA Chapter will furnish lunch to all the 
attendees. 
 

How do I get CEU hours: Attending ABPA-SA Chapter monthly meetings will 
generally earn you at least one and sometimes two CE hours per meeting, 
depending on the subject matter.  Occasionally a meeting may not qualify for 
any hours or may only qualify for one hour. 
 

IMPORTANT: This year, due to COVID-19, space is limited so register early.  It 
will be each individual’s responsibility to protect yourself - If you feel you cannot 
do that or unsure about your own security insofar as protecting yourself - you 
should not attend. 
 

How do I register for the Hands-On Training: Provide a printout of your 
TCEQ hours to Bac-Flo® Unlimited, Inc.  email F.baird@att.net 
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ABPA-SA Board of Directors 

 

2021 - 2022 
 
1) President – Keith Waldrep 
 
2) Vice President – Trinidad Chairez 
 
3) Treasurer – Jeff Hoffman 
 
4) Secretary – Greg Shean 
 
5) Immediate Past President – Joe Fazekas 
 
Special Officers to the Association 
 
6) SGT-AT-ARMS –Jeff Meeks 
 
7) Liaison to SAWS – James Cantrell 
 
8) Program Director – Manny Hernandez 
 
9) Gauge Testing and Certification – Carl Michaud 
 
10) Membership – Bill Hamrick 
 
11) Supply Officer – Troy Baird 
 
12) Webmaster – Matthew Wilgen 
 
 

Directors at Large 
 

Two-year term 
 

1. Fred Baird 
2. Jeff Stricker 
3. Bob Clark 
 

One year term 
 

4. Robert Stricker 
5. Bruce Rathburn 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

NOTICE:  Mail Address: ABPA-SA  -   P.O. Box 47820   -   San Antonio, TX 78265 
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“The Direct Connection” is published monthly 
and may be obtained from the www.abpa-sa.org 
website.  Opinions or facts within “The Direct 
Connection” are not necessarily representative of 
the opinions of the American Backflow Prevention 
Association and may or may not represent an 
official policy.  Additionally, the opinions or facts of 
contributors or advertisers may or may not 
represent an official policy. 
 

Published by the ABPA-SA Chapter 
 

Editor:  Bill Hamrick 
 

Assistant Editor:  Bruce Rathburn 
 

Additional Editors: The entire Membership 
 

For further information about ABPA, contact: 
 

Bruce Rathburn – Past ABPA President 
americanbackflowh2o@gmail.com 
 

Troy Baird – ABPA Region 4 Director 
troybaird@gvtc.com 
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How to join the ABPA-SA Chapter 

There are two ways to join the San Antonio Chapter of the American Backflow 
Prevention Association. 

The easiest way is to go to https://www.abpa.org/page/Join and follow the 
instructions to set up your account and present you with an invoice that you can 
pay with a credit card on-line or check the box to pay with a check. IMPORTANT 
Be sure to select the chapter/s (San Antonio Chapter) you want to join before 
selecting the payment method.  If you elect to pay with a check, you will be able 
to print the invoice so you can send it with your check to the address on the 
invoice.  If you pay with a credit card on-line, you will be able to print a receipt. 

The other way is to print the Membership Application on the next page and send 
it to the address at the bottom of the page with your check. 

 

How to renew your ABPA-SA Chapter Membership 

There are two ways to renew your San Antonio Chapter membership of the 
American Backflow Prevention Association. 

The easiest way is to go to https://www.abpa.org/page/RenewNow and sign into 
your account and follow the instructions.  The program will present you with an 
invoice that you can pay with a credit card on-line or check the box to pay with a 
check. IMPORTANT Be sure the chapter/s (San Antonio Chapter) is/are 
selected you want to renew before selecting the payment method.  If you elect to 
pay with a check, you will be able to print the invoice so you can send it with your 
check to the address on the invoice.  If you pay with a credit card on-line, you will 
be able to print a receipt. 

The other way is to print the Membership Application on the next page and send 
it to the address at the bottom of the page with your check. 

 

Thank You for your membership 



 

 

 

 

APPLICATION FOR 

MEMBERSHIP 

  US Membership  $65 
  International Membership  $79 

  Sustaining Membership $300.00 
 New Member 

 Renewal - Member #______________ 
To join the American Backflow Prevention Association, simply fill out the 
membership application form and mail it with your check to the address listed 
below, or if paying by credit card you may fax the completed form to 
979.846.7607.  Local chapters have additional fees.  Below is a listing of 
chapters by region. To find out if there is a local chapter in your area, please 
review the chapter information on our website at abpa.org or call the National 
Office at 979.846.7606.  Membership in the Association constitutes paying 
National dues. 

 

Sustaining Member: 
• Must be a company or organization 
• Assign only one person as the member of ABPA 
• A Sustaining Member must submit a letter that 

designates their Voting Representative. 

 

Please Print Legibly or Type 

       
Mr., Mrs., Ms., etc  First Name  MI  Last Name (Include suffix) 

     
Organization (Agency/Firm)  Department/Division  Title 

 
Address: 

       
City:  State / Prov  Zip + 4 Code/Postal Code  Country 

     
Daytime Phone  Fax  Email 

                             ABPA-SA  $  60.00  
Local Chapter (if joining a local chapter)  Local Dues Amount 
 

Method of Payment 

 Charge     $ 125.00  to my   Visa    MasterCard    American Express    Discover    Check    Money Order    Invoice Me 

      
Credit Card Number  Card Expires (MM/YYYY)  CVC Number 

    
Name as it appears on card  Signature  
 

Additional Information 

How would you like to receive your 
Membership Renewal Invoice Notification?  Email      US Mail (Not available for International Membership) 

Local Chapter Dues Listed by Region 
 

REGION 1 
New England 
Rhode Island  
                        

REGION 2 
Virginia 
                   

REGION 3 
Carolinas 
Florida Suncoast                 
Peach State “1788” 
Tennessee 
 

REGION 4 
Arkansas 
Central Texas  
Corpus Christi   
Lower Rio Grande Valley  
North Texas                 
San Antonio    

 
$12.00 
18.00 

 

 
$25.00 

 

 
$10.00 
12.00 
30.00 
20.00 

 

 
$10.00 
20.00 
23.00 
25.00 
23.00
60.00 

 REGION 5 
Colorado 
Utah 
 

REGION 6 
Arizona 
Central Coast 
Central Valley California 
Hawaii 
Silver State 
Southern California 
 

REGION 7 
Oregon 
SRC4 
 

REGION 8 (USD) 

 
$15.00 
12.00 

 

 
$20.00 
10.00 
10.00 
23.00 
23.00 
15.00 

 

 
$20.00 
20.00 

 

 

 

REGION 9 (USD) 
 

REGION 10 
 

REGION 11 
Indiana BPA 
Michigan 
Northern Illinois 
 

REGION 12 
Eastern Nebraska 

   
 
 
 
 

 

 
  
 
 $25.00
 40.00 
 23.00  
 

  
 $10.00 
 

 
 
 

Please make checks payable to:  ABPA 
6672 S 1570 W, West Jordan, UT 
(801) 436-7238
Email:  membership@abpa.org 

01.2022 
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