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How the ABPA-SA Chapter was Formed 
 

In March of 1974 the San Antonio City Water Board established one of the first Cross 
Connection Control Programs as a water purveyor in this part of the United States.  As an 
employee, Fred Baird was assigned the job of developing the CCC program.  Frank Aguirre, 
Supervisor of the Water Quality Division, was the main push behind the development of the 
program which was under the Engineering Department. 
 
The establishment of a cross connection control program involves five basic components. 
One of the most important is the testing and maintenance of backflow prevention assemblies 
along with the training of qualified testers. 
 
The very first testers we trained in 1974 were from twenty different plumbing companies and 
included some of those listed below: 
 
Ken Albert  John Albert Plumbing  John Hadden  H&H Plbg 
Ben Ward  Charlie Blank Plumbing  Benny Malish Jud Plumbing 
Johnnie Ivy Johnny Ivy Plumbing  Ed Harrell  Mars Plumbing 
Hugh Tuttle A. J. Monier    John Newsome Shafer Plbg 
Greg Smith E.L. Smith Plbg   Rudy Specia  Specia Plumbing 
Dan Opiela Superior Plbg   Robert Cotter Tezel & Cotter 
 

Waymon Corley,  David Corley,  Ronnie Jones and others. 
 
After a few years of enforcing the CCC program, we realized the training of testers needed to 
be brought to a higher standard.  It was about 1979 that Carl Michaud and Fred Baird 
discussed the idea of conducting monthly training sessions in the evening at CWB Mission 
Pump Station to practice proper testing and 101 troubleshooting. 
 
The monthly meeting concept followed what we were doing at our local Mission Water Utility 
Association meetings we had established under the Texas Water Utility Association.  There 
were between 15 – 20 testers attending the meetings, which grew to around 30 attendees 
with people like Perry Beyer and others joining the group over a period of 5 years.  Fred 
Baird and Carl Michaud shared the President’s position during this time period. 

 
 Cont. on page  9 
 
 

 
 

See Page (5) for Gauge Testing Instructions



November – COVID Limited 
 

Meetings of the San Antonio Chapter ABPA 
are held the second Thursday of every month 
except December.  Dinner and refreshments 
are served at 6:00 p.m. sharp with the meeting 
starting at 6:15.  The next meeting is: 
 
Date: Thursday November 11, 2021 
 
Time: 6:00 PM Pre-registration Required 

 
Loc:   Embassy Suites  7750 Briaridge Dr. 
 
Program:  Backflow Jeopardy trivia game 
  
Meal Sponsor:  American Backflow Products 
 

No alcoholic beverages 
allowed 

 
Next Meeting:  January 13, 2022 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Meeting November Agenda  COVID Limited 
 
5:00 p.m. General discussion and quorum 

confirmation 
 
5:15 p.m. Call Meeting to order. 
 
5:16 p.m. Secretary’s Report.  Read and approve the 

minutes of the previous meeting. 
 
5:20 p.m. Treasurer’s Report.  Discussion and 

approval of the treasurer’s report. 
 
5:25 p.m. Supply Officer’s Report 
 
5:30 p.m. Vice President’s, Directors’, and any other 

reports for the good of the chapter. 
Comments, new business, any discussion. 

 
5:40 p.m. Training Report.  Training & Meal Sponsors 
 
5:45 p.m. Webmaster Report 
 
5:50 p.m. President’s Report.  New & old business 
 
6:00 p.m. Meal is served. 
 
6:15 p.m. General Membership Meeting 
 

1. Report from the Directors Meeting. President 
2. City, regional, and national reports.  James 

Cantrell and any City personnel present 
3. Training program for the evening. 
4. Raffle prize drawing 

 
 
 
. 

 
Ongoing Goals of ABPA-SA Chapter 

 
1. Educational Outreach with public by 

presenting at PHCC meetings, engineering 
firms, schools, and neighborhood 
associations.  Continuing goal. 

 

2. Greater use of TCEQ website.  Tracking of 
CEUs, Services available.  Personal 
education. 

 

3. Increase member awareness of importance 
of chapter meetings.  Increase attendance 
and public awareness. 

 

4. Increase website resource information. 
More detailed links to more information like 
TCEQ, COSA, and any place that would be 
helpful to our members 

 
 

 

 

Big Thanks to 
 

Troy Baird with BAC-FLO 
Unlimited for his in depth 
training on why we use very 
specific procedures to test 
backflow assemblies.  The 
correct assembly use and 
installations and proper vault 
entry procedures.  
 

ABPA-SA for a $50 Gift 
Certificate for the raffle. 
 

Let’s all practice social 
distancing. 
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"Direct Talk" by the President 
 

Thanks to everyone for allowing me to be your president.  Following Joe will be tough, but I will do my 
best.  I would like to thank all those who worked the booth at the Fall Home and Garden Show and I was 
able to work an extra shift due to a member not making his shift.  I am proud to announce we will be 
serving a catered meal provided by J&D’s Bar-B-Q, the caterer who provided our meals for many years in 
the past.  Our meetings are limited, due to COVID and an RSVP is necessary to attend.  Stay Safe 
We have increased the meeting room size to accommodate better Social Distancing and will be 
taking temperatures of everyone entering the room.  Notice: Chapter Dues are $30 this year due 
to COVID. 

 

Keith Waldrep 
 

 
Here is a good website for emergency information: www.sanantonio.gov/emergency/ 

 
 

 
Chapter Chatter from your future boostered vaccinated Secretary, Greg Shean 
 

Home and Garden Show 
 

Bill’s hose bib vacuum breaker “live” demonstration was very useful when explaining the function 
of a hose bib vacuum breaker.  We gave out 75 of the 100 hose bib vacuum breakers that Hugh 
Cunningham gave us.  Keith's irrigation layout display was useful for understanding what is buried 
in  yards.  Most knew what a backflow preventer did but had no idea how a backflow preventer 
worked.  The cut outs were very informative.  Many visitors asked for cards for future service.  We 
gave them post-it notes with the info.    All set for next year.  Joe’s working on having the SAIA 
booth next to ours. 
 

Future Meeting Place – With help from Carl, Della, Joe, Bill, and Keith 
 

There are pros and cons for any place.  Members have visited the Holiday Inn Express at 11010 
IH-10 at Huebner Rd.  The room is 52’ X 22’ which is 1144 sq. ft. It has a large built-in screen with 
a ceiling mounted projector, a cable next to the lectern at the front of the room that can be plugged 
into a laptop to project slides onto the screen.  There is a long counter with a sink along the 
side.  The counter could be used for the box lunches or for a caterer to set up and distribute 
served plates.  Holiday Inn says there is room for 50 people. From our survey, social distancing 
was the #6 of 6 concerns.  The room could be set up with round or rectangular tables.  The 
Embassy Suites, where we had our October meeting was estimated at 1440 sq. ft.  Several also 
visited La Quinta Inn at 4431 Horizon Hill Blvd.  Their meeting room is 1900 sq. ft.  The Board 
members are going to meet in December to try and finalize a location for next year’s meetings. 
 

Meeting No Shows 
 

We had eight members register for the October meeting who did not show up.  Two had cancelled 
after the box dinner order was placed.  We had eight box dinners left over.  Sold six of them for $5 
each.  No shows will be more critical if we have to go for a smaller conference room.  It’s not about 
the box dinners, but depriving members, who could not attend to earn CEUs.   Meeting times are 
not a good time to call those on a waiting list.  Showing up “hoping” for a skipper is also no fun. 
 

Fishing Trip 
 

Fifteen brave fishermen and one cook met at Cast N’ Stay, Riviera Beach on Friday October 16th. 
The weather was not conducive to fishing – high winds stirred up the water so much that the fish 
could not find the bait.  The crowd celebrated Carnivore Night with Troy and Robert at the pits. 
 

Saturday was not much better.  Catching enough fish in Baffin Bay for the evening fish fry was not 
possible.  Alternative – four fishermen went to fish Lake HEB in Kingsville.  They landed 15 pounds 
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of filleted catfish.  The consolation – instead of chili, Paula Dean’s gumbo recipe consisting of (4 
proteins and 5 veggies) was served.   The usual fishing tournament was also modified.   One 
caught a “trash fish” and the other an abandoned trashed crab basket.  They shared the prize 
money.  Robert deep fried the catfish.  Greg made deep fried hush puppies from scratch and deep 
fried batter dipped onion rings.  The other menu items as described in last month’s Chatter: 
sausage gravy with homemade biscuits, bacon, and cinnamon rolls.  No one went home hungry. 
  
Fishing Trip from someone else’s perspective 
 

The Weather Did Not Cooperate!  On Friday Evening A northerner blew in with very high winds 
which muddied up the water and virtually made it impossible to fish – the fish also were not there – a 
few crabs were caught and a few fish – not enough for a fish fry.  Soo – for the first time – we went to 
HEB to buy fish – sad day. Win some – Lose some – 
 
The food however was great.  Greg made some Gumbo that was Great! – Gloria, Greg’s wife, made 
terrific pumpkin Pies and cinnamon rolls to die for!  Robert Stricker and Jeff Stricker fried up the fish 
while Greg did the onion rings and hush puppies.  Good Job Guys! 
 
There was a lot of sitting around the fire pit and lying about various things.  Many laughs were had 
over numerous subjects.  One that stood out was Joe Fazekas and training him on correct fish 
identification. He needs a lot of training! He caught a small hard head which he called a shark – a 
drum that he called a drum-trout, a gaff top he called a gap head, - identified a Puffer Fish as a Big 
Lip Fish???  Wow - 
 
Joe Young – From Georgia – is an Atlanta Falcon fan of all things – He entertained us by doing the 
“Dirty Bird” dance – guess they do it over there – we told him not to do that again in Texas. Ha! 
Anyway -    Even though we caught no fish – it was a good time and a good trip. 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Bac-Flo Unlimited provides GaugeCare™, quality gauge service for your differential pressure gauge. 

Call or email us for weekly gauge certification times in Boerne, TX. 
 Ph: (210) 698-0411, email: speakbackflow@BacFlo.com 
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Gauge Testing Rules for Members Only Rule #6 is necessary to qualify 
 

1. Only gauges that expire before the second Thursday of the following month will be eligible for 
testing.  That is, if it expires before January 13th you need to get it tested on November 11th. 

2. On the second Thursday of the month, take your gauge, less case, tools, fittings, strap, and 
hoses to Bexar Mail Boxes at 2186 Jackson Keller Rd. between 9:30 am and 3:30 pm and leave 
it after filling out the ABPA-SA paperwork form.  Do NOT remove the bleed hose. 

3. IMPORTANT: Provide a cell number in the event you need to be contacted Thursday after 
4:00 pm. Be sure to tell them you are with ABPA-SA for the FREE Gauge Testing. 

4. Pick up your gauge, no charge, the next day, on Friday between 9:30 am and 4:30 pm Any 
gauge not picked up on Friday will incur a $10 per day storage fee, starting at 5:00 pm 
Friday. 

5. We will pick up all the gauges at 3:30 pm on Thursday and Bill and I will test them.  I will deliver 
them back Friday morning when Bexar Mail Boxes opens at 9:00 am. 

6. Everyone planning on taking a gauge for testing must email me at 
carlsbackflow@satx.rr.com and Bill at wlhamrick@peoplepc.com no later than Wednesday 
afternoon November 10th. 
 

There are NO EXCEPTIONS to these rules.  Bill and I are doing this to continue providing the gauge 
testing benefit of your membership in our ABPA-SA Chapter and we are not performing gauge testing at 
any in-person meetings yet because some members are not comfortable with in-person meetings. 

There will be NO gauge testing at the meeting or in December. 

Carl Michaud 
Gauge Testing Chairman 
 
 
 

MINUTES 
SAN ANTONIO CHAPTER–ABPA 

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
Thursday, October 14, 2021 

 

President Joe Fazekas opened and turned the meeting over to Carl for the installation of the new officers at 
the ABPA San Antonio Chapter meeting which started at 6:05 PM at the Embassy Suites, 7750 Briaridge Dr., 
San Antonio NW, off IH-10 and Callaghan.  Keith presided over the remainder of the meeting. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS – PRESENT EXECUTIVE OFFICERS – ABSENT 

Keith Waldrep – President Joe Fazekas – Past President 

Trinidad Chairez – Vice President  

Greg Shean – Secretary  

Jeff Hoffman – Treasurer  

OFFICERS SPECIAL TO THE CHAPTER – 
PRESENT 

OFFICERS SPECIAL TO THE CHAPTER – 
ABSENT 

Troy Baird – Supply Officer Jim Cantrell – Liaison to SAWS 

Manny Hernandez – Public Relations/ Speakers/ 
Program Topics/CEU Coordinator 

 

Carl Michaud – Gauge Testing and Certification  

Bill Hamrick – Membership  

Jeff Meeks – Sgt. At Arms  

Matthew Wilgen– Webmaster  
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DIRECTORS AT LARGE – PRESENT DIRECTORS AT LARGE – ABSENT 

Robert Stricker -1 years Fred Baird -2 years 

Bruce Rathburn – 1 year  

Jeff Stricker - 2 year  

Bob Clark - 2 year GUESTS PRESENT: None 
 

Agenda Item #1. President’s Report: Joe expressed his appreciation for his great almost three years as 
President.  “It was a lot of fun.”    We gave a Moment of Silence for those who were lost to COVID.  Joe turned 
the meeting over to Carl as the Election Committee Chairman.  Carl read the nominees:  President - Keith 
Waldrep; Vice President – Trinidad Chairez; Treasurer - Jeff Hoffman; Secretary – Greg Shean; Past 
President will be Joe Fazekas.  Carl read the Officer Special to the Chapter for the next year as designated 
above.  The Directors at Large for two years will be Jeff Stricker, Bob Clark, and Fred Baird.  Directors for one 
year are Robert Stricker and Bruce Rathburn.    Art Trejo made a motion to accept the ballot.  Seconded. 
Passed. The meeting was then turned over to President Keith Waldrep. 
 

Keith presented Joe Fazekas with the President’s Award.  Joe successfully overcame other obstacles that 
other presidents did not have to face:  COVID, Zoom meetings, and eventually a meeting place at Embassy 
Suites.   Keith passed out pictures of all of us in our green National Backflow Day shirts. 
 

Agenda Item #2. Secretary’s Report: Greg had e-mailed the minutes of the September meeting to the board 
of directors and it was published in the October newsletter.  There were no comments.  Jeff made a motion to 
accept.  Seconded and passed.  INFO. 
 

Agenda Item #3. Treasurer’s Report:  Quarterly report given in September.  INFO. 
 

Agenda Item #4.  Supply Officer’s Report: Robert made a motion for Troy to supplement the chapter attire 
inventory.  Seconded.  Passed.  Attire will also be at the Home and Garden Show.  Notify Troy, if you took 
something, so he can adjust inventory. INFO. 
 

Agenda Item #5.  Membership:  Bill sent out e-mails to those whose chapter membership has expired.  About 
17 memberships expired last year.  No reason was given.  INFO. 
 

Agenda Item #6.  Webmaster.  “We are glad to have our webmaster healthy again.”  Matt said the site is 
working.  INFO. 
 

Agenda Item #7.  Elections:  Carl presented the slate of candidates.   Joe will now be the Past President. 
Keith is the new president.  Trinidad Chairez is the new Vice President.   Greg and Jeff will retain their 
respective Secretary and Treasurer responsibilities.  Bruce Rathburn and Robert Stricker have one year left 
as a Director.  Fred Baird, Jeff Stricker, and Bob Clark will be serving two year terms.   Officers Special to the 
Chapter will remain the same.   INFO. 
 

Agenda Item #8. Meeting Sponsor: There was no meal sponsor.  The chapter provided Firehouse Sub 
dinner boxes to the attendees. There were three choices of meats in their subs plus a bag of chips, chocolate 
chip cookie, dill pickle slice, mayonnaise and mustard.  Art Trejo donated the soda and water to drink.  Joe will 
check with Penny, Embassy Suites, if we can have a caterer provide a BBQ meal served in a Styrofoam box. 
OPEN. 
 

Agenda Item #9 Monthly Raffle:  The chapter provided a $50 cash prize.  Jeff asked for suggestions of 
interesting items for the November raffle.  INFO. 
 

Agenda Item #10 Training:  Troy Baird, CPM, BS, BPAT, LI, MP, WSPS, of Bac-Flo Unlimited, will provide 
training on Back Flow Prevention and Installation Issues.  Troy is currently a Bac-Flo Unlimited training 
instructor, backflow proctor, ABPA Region 4 director, and 2020 ABPA Director of the Year. INFO. 
 

Agenda Item #11 November Meeting: Jeff has started buying November raffle items.  He asked for 
suggestions.  One member asked for socket sets.  Joe is working on a BBQ plate for the meeting.  Bill asked 
if the usual Attendance and Nightmare awards would be awarded.  Jeff made a motion to continue with the 
Attendance and Nightmare awards. Seconded and Passed.  The Nightmare submission must be e-mailed to a 
BoD member for Board judging by the end of October.  There is a $200 cash award for no meetings missed 
and $100 for one meeting missed.   INFO. 
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Agenda Item #12 SAWS Report.  No report.  INFO. 
 

Agenda Item #13  Hands on Refresher Training.  There were 15 members at the Bac-Flo Unlimited training 
on September 22nd.  Pizza and salad was provided for lunch.  INFO. 
 

Agenda Item #14  Gauge Testing: There were no gauges to be tested this month and only one last month. 
Details are in the newsletter.  No gauge testing in December.  INFO. 
 

Agenda Item #15  SAIA (San Antonio Irrigation Association) report:  Della, SAIA treasurer, said the next 
SAIA meeting will be on the 26th with two CEUs on pumps.   The South Texas Irrigation and Landscape 
Exhibition will be on February 19th in the Leon Valley Conference Center.  INFO. 
 

Agenda Item #16 Home and Garden Show:  Hugh Cunningham donated 100 hose bib vacuum breakers. 
About 75 were given away.  People understood the hose bib because of Bill’s display.   People were asking 
for plumbing services and irrigation help.  Keith’s irrigation model and the backflow preventer cutaways 
resulted in a lot of discussion.  Most people did not know how a backflow preventer worked.  As president of 
SAIA, Joe wants a booth next to our booth to provide irrigation information and help.  ABPA-SA secured the 
same booth for next fall.  INFO. 
 

Agenda Item #17 Appreciation:  Bruce said that Ron Renouf had stepped away from everything to take care 
of his wife.  Ron has been a long time chapter member and considered the senior irrigator in San Antonio. 
Joe made a motion to give Ron an appreciation plaque.  Seconded Passed.  INFO. 
 

Agenda Item #18 Reduced Membership Rate.  The current $30 annual rate expires on December 31st.  It will 
return to $60 in January.  Jeff Hoffman made a motion to continue $30 for another year. Several spoke up that 
we do not know enough as to where we will be and who will be our caterer. The chapter needs more 
information.  The Holiday Inn at IH 10 & Huebner looks promising.  Joe said that the Embassy Suites could 
not give us a firm number for next year.  We will know more by the November meeting.  OPEN. 
 

Agenda Item #19 Fishing Trip.  It will be held at Cast n’ Stay at Baffin Bay Baffin Bay, Rivera, the same 
location as previous years.  This year’s date is October 15-17.  Friday evening meal will be BYOM – bring 
your own meat to grill.  INFO. 
 

Agenda Item #20 Chapter History:  Jeff Hoffman suggested that the chapter prepare history of our 
association.  Jeff described his journey from 1989 – the first year after chapter started.  Jeff was looking for a 
volunteer.  No volunteers.  Troy said he’d start it.  Send any chapter information you might have to Troy. 
OPEN. 
 

Agenda Item #21 Training: Troy Baird’s presentation consisted of 80 Power Point slides of mostly 
problem backflow installations, “what were they thinking” that Bac-Flo Unlimited had experienced 
over the years.  Troy stated why it is necessary to flush test cocks – flushing debris, bleeding air out, 
(he had examples of problems), and get water flowing.  He brought up www.usclist.com the list of 
approved assemblies and their approved orientations.  He said to be aware of manufacturers who 
make conversion kits to change DCs to RPs that have not been approved.  Be sure the approved 
backflow assembly is in the approved configuration – horizontal or vertical.   Lead free assemblies of 
no more than .25% weighted lead content were required after 2014.  Irrigation and fire line 
assemblies do not require lead free.   He went into details on which installation modifications are 
USC approved.  Why’s carbonated water a high hazard?  It is corrosive with copper and can cause 
copper poisoning.  Troy went over many configurations and problems as related to TCEQ guidance. 
Many local examples of backflow problems found during Bac-Flo Unlimited testing.  He described 
why test cock 1 is important. Check with the engineer if you see or are persuaded by a customer to 
do an alternative installation. Residential swimming pools vary on backflow requirement depending 
on city. Public pools require an RP or Air Gap.  Troy showed how to identify problems. Theft is a 
crime through environmental design.  He brought up www.cpted.net The International Crime 
Prevention through Environmental Design website and explained its purpose.  He explained why bed 
liner spray, if applied properly to an assembly, can be a theft deterrent.  He showed a local example 
of using a spill resistant vacuum breaker in a chemical injection situation.  Troy had a slide of a 
reduced pressure backflow assembly that was incorrectly assembled.  He showed freeze damaged 
assemblies after the February 2021 freeze. 

7



 
He pointed out there needs to be a code upgrade from 30 to 20 degree rating and require all pipes to 
be insulated, not just hot water; and no piping in attics/outside walls. More insulation is needed.  He 
showed slides of past problems.  Troy had slides of assembly relief valve drains discharging into 
inadequate drain pipes.  Wilkins has patented spool pieces to replace old longer assemblies with the 
newer short assemblies with no modification of the plumbing system.  He described different 
configurations.  Air gap separation must be 2 times the diameter but not less than 1 inch.  Confined 
space access requires one way in and out, a space large enough to get into, and not designed for 
permanent human occupancy. Going into manholes can be dangerous - one does not go down 
without taking the proper measures. OSHA requires one spotter, one on the hoist, and one going into 
the hole. Checking for invisible and odorless carbon monoxide with an air monitor is mandatory. 
OSHA is looking closely at pipes coming apart below ground causing rapid flooding issues. 
“Plumbing code says all water goes outside of building when an RP dumps to atmosphere. There 
have been different ideas to help avoid flooding buildings.  Wilkins had a relief valve alarm but there 
were too many false alarms due to spitting from the relief valve.  Troy had a video showing an inside 
relief value on a large Watts 909 flooding a basement.  A 4” assembly requires at least an 8” drain. 
Also depends on drain configuration.  Always note on the T&M report if the drain does not look large 
enough.  Troy explained why a reduced pressure assembly is required at a fire hydrant – how is the 
water going to be used and what is being connected to the hydrant?  What would you do?  Troy had 
slides of bad backflow assembly locations for testing situations.  One was Troy, in his younger days, 
17 feet up on a ladder to test a backflow prevention assembly. 
 

Adjournment.  Motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:05 PM for the raffle. 
 

 
Greg Shean 
Secretary 
ABPA San Antonio Chapter 
 
 
 
 

REGION 4  NEWS Corpus Christi – ABPA Meeting  

 

The Corpus ABPA Chapter had their Sep. 16th meeting at 360º LANDSCAPE & IRRIGATION, LLC 
3922 S Port Ave, Corpus Christi, TX 78415.  5pm was gauge testing, 6-8 training program. 
Their final meeting for this year will be November 18th at the Golden Corral, 5901 S. Padre Island 
Drive, Corpus Christi, TX  78412.  It will be a member and guest occasion.  
 

Blanca Villanueva with City of Corpus Christi Report: importance of pulling permits when 
removing backflow assemblies.  Cost: $100 residential, $112 commercial.  Fireline assemblies (Type 
I and II) will be submitted together at same time beginning Sept. 13th.   The yearly tester registration 
fee is set to increase to $148 for next year in 2022.  Being worked on – Code to be amended to 
require annual residential backflow assembly testing starting in the Spring of 2022.  CC Utilities will 
be hiring two full-time employees for the backflow program for testing and CSI’s. They’ll look at hiring 
backflow testers to help with residential testing next year. 
 

All of the CC meetings timetable will be 5:00 pm Gauge Certification, 6:00 pm Meeting/Class, 8:00 
pm Meeting adjourns. 
 

Rio Grande Valley Chapter, Laredo Chapter: No reports received to date. 
Cont. from page 1 
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Cont. from page 1 
 

In 1985 the American Backflow Prevention Association was established out of Akron, Ohio.  It 
was at this time our local San Antonio Backflow Association tied our organization to the 
National American Backflow Prevention Association. 
 
The first official president of the ABPA-SA Chapter was Jimmy Faye.  The treasurer for many 
years was Ben Ward.  Doug Hester was the Sgt. at Arms. 
 
The following years saw many active members serve as President, Secretary, Treas., Sgt. at 
Arms, Program Chairman, etc.  There were many involved with the chapter including the 
following: Ben Ward, Carl Michaud, Fred Baird, Jimmy Faye, Jeff Hoffman, Bill Hamrick, 
Robert Stricker, Manny Hernandez, Greg Shean, Dan Fernandez, Mark Ochoa, Fallon Foster, 
Jeff Meeks, Ron Renouf, Brad Harrell, Joe Fazekas, Troy Baird, Bruce Rathburn, Anthony 
Romero, Keith Waldrep, and many others. 
 
ABPA-SA became a great association that provided local enforcement agencies, their 
customers, and testers, interaction and communication to solve issues and overall enhance the 
Cross Connection Control Program.  The local ABPA-SA Chapter, as all viable Chapters are, 
became a source of information and inter-action that local enforcement agencies can utilize to 
discuss and solve many issues. 
 
In approximately 1999 the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) established a 
Backflow Tester License which greatly improved training and the overall quality of tester’s skill 
level.  This assisted water purveyors and their customers across Texas with an enhanced level 
of protection from unprotected cross connections.  Prior to 1999 there was no control over 
courses, instructors, or the quality of the training provided to the testers.  Instead of a State 
License – testers were issued an accreditation by the training provider. 
 
The information for this article was provided by: 
 
Fred Baird 
Retired: San Antonio Water System 
BAC-FLO Unlimited, Inc. 
 
 
 
The Dangers of Splash Pads and Why They Need Backflow Prevention Assemblies 
 

During the last year, there have been two instances of Naegleria fowleri (N. fowleri) ameba 
(commonly referred to as the brain-eating ameba) exposures in Texas that resulted in the 
deaths of two children after the children visited public interactive water features or “splash 
pads” connected to a public water supply. Although the Department of State Health Services 
(DSHS) regulates splash pads and the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ) 
regulates public water systems, the TCEQ is providing important information on how you can 
protect your public water supply to minimize the risk of N. fowleri exposure. 

Public water systems must take precautions to prevent a contamination hazard such as the N. 
fowleri ameba from backflowing into the potable water distribution system. Splash pads are 
required to have a backflow prevention assembly or an air gap to protect the public water 
system. Should a backflow event occur with N. fowleri contaminating water entering a 
distribution system, continuous maintenance of an adequate disinfectant residual throughout 
the distribution system is crucial to inactivate or “kill” the ameba. 
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ABPA-SA Board of Directors 

 

2021 - 2022 
 
1) President – Keith Waldrep 
 
2) Vice President – Trinidad Chairez 
 
3) Treasurer – Jeff Hoffman 
 
4) Secretary – Greg Shean 
 
5) Immediate Past President – Joe Fazekas 
 
Special Officers to the Association 
 
6) SGT-AT-ARMS –Jeff Meeks 
 
7) Liaison to SAWS – James Cantrell 
 
8) Public Relations/ Speakers/ Program Topics – Manny Hernandez 
 
9) Gauge Testing and Certification – Carl Michaud 
 
10) Membership – Bill Hamrick 
 
11) Supply Officer – Troy Baird 
 
12) Webmaster – Matthew Wilgen 
 
 

Directors at Large 
 

Two-year term 
 

1. Fred Baird 
2. Jeff Stricker 
3. Bob Clark 
 

One year term 
 

4. Robert Stricker 
5. Bruce Rathburn 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

NOTICE:  Mail Address: ABPA-SA  -   P.O. Box 47820   -   San Antonio, TX 78265 
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“The Direct Connection” is published monthly 
and may be obtained from the www.abpa-sa.org 
website.  Opinions or facts within “The Direct 
Connection” are not necessarily representative of 
the opinions of the American Backflow Prevention 
Association and may or may not represent an 
official policy.  Additionally, the opinions or facts of 
contributors or advertisers may or may not 
represent an official policy. 
 

Published by the ABPA-SA Chapter 
 

Editor:  Bill Hamrick 
 

Assistant Editor:  Bruce Rathburn 
 

Additional Editors: The entire Membership 
 

For further information about ABPA, contact: 
 

Bruce Rathburn – Past ABPA President 
americanbackflowh2o@gmail.com 
 

Troy Baird – ABPA Region 4 Director 
troybaird@gvtc.com 
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How to join the ABPA-SA Chapter 

There are two ways to join the San Antonio Chapter of the American Backflow 
Prevention Association. 

The easiest way is to go to https://www.abpa.org/page/Join and follow the 
instructions to set up your account and present you with an invoice that you can 
pay with a credit card on-line or check the box to pay with a check. IMPORTANT 
Be sure to select the chapter/s (San Antonio Chapter) you want to join before 
selecting the payment method.  If you elect to pay with a check, you will be able 
to print the invoice so you can send it with your check to the address on the 
invoice.  If you pay with a credit card on-line, you will be able to print a receipt. 

The other way is to print the Membership Application on the next page and send 
it to the address at the bottom of the page with your check. 

 

How to renew your ABPA-SA Chapter Membership 

There are two ways to renew your San Antonio Chapter membership of the 
American Backflow Prevention Association. 

The easiest way is to go to https://www.abpa.org/page/RenewNow and sign into 
your account and follow the instructions.  The program will present you with an 
invoice that you can pay with a credit card on-line or check the box to pay with a 
check. IMPORTANT Be sure the chapter/s (San Antonio Chapter) is/are 
selected you want to renew before selecting the payment method.  If you elect to 
pay with a check, you will be able to print the invoice so you can send it with your 
check to the address on the invoice.  If you pay with a credit card on-line, you will 
be able to print a receipt. 

The other way is to print the Membership Application on the next page and send 
it to the address at the bottom of the page with your check. 

 

Thank You for your membership 



 

 

 

 

APPLICATION FOR 

MEMBERSHIP 

  US Membership  $65 
  International Membership  $79 

  Sustaining Membership $300.00 
 New Member 

 Renewal - Member #______________ 
To join the American Backflow Prevention Association, simply fill out the 
membership application form and mail it with your check to the address listed 
below, or if paying by credit card you may fax the completed form to 
979.846.7607.  Local chapters have additional fees.  Below is a listing of 
chapters by region. To find out if there is a local chapter in your area, please 
review the chapter information on our website at abpa.org or call the National 
Office at 979.846.7606.  Membership in the Association constitutes paying 
National dues. 

 

Sustaining Member: 
• Must be a company or organization 
• Assign only one person as the member of ABPA 
• A Sustaining Member must submit a letter that 

designates their Voting Representative. 

 

Please Print Legibly or Type 

       
Mr., Mrs., Ms., etc  First Name  MI  Last Name (Include suffix) 

     
Organization (Agency/Firm)  Department/Division  Title 

 
Address: 

       
City:  State / Prov  Zip + 4 Code/Postal Code  Country 

     
Daytime Phone  Fax  Email 

                             ABPA-SA  $  30.00  
Local Chapter (if joining a local chapter)  Local Dues Amount 
 

Method of Payment 

 Charge     $ 95.00  to my   Visa    MasterCard    American Express    Discover    Check    Money Order    Invoice Me 

      
Credit Card Number  Card Expires (MM/YYYY)  CVC Number 

    
Name as it appears on card  Signature  
 

Additional Information 

How would you like to receive your 
Membership Renewal Invoice Notification?  Email      US Mail (Not available for International Membership) 

Local Chapter Dues Listed by Region 
 

REGION 1 
New England 
Rhode Island  
                        

REGION 2 
Virginia 
                   

REGION 3 
Carolinas 
Florida Suncoast                 
Peach State “1788” 
Tennessee 
 

REGION 4 
Arkansas 
Central Texas  
Corpus Christi   
Lower Rio Grande Valley  
North Texas                 
San Antonio    

 
$12.00 
18.00 

 

 
$25.00 

 

 
$10.00 
12.00 
30.00 
20.00 

 

 
$10.00 
20.00 
23.00 
25.00 
23.00
60.00 

 REGION 5 
Colorado 
Utah 
 

REGION 6 
Arizona 
Central Coast 
Central Valley California 
Hawaii 
Silver State 
Southern California 
 

REGION 7 
Oregon 
SRC4 
 

REGION 8 (USD) 

 
$15.00 
12.00 

 

 
$20.00 
10.00 
10.00 
23.00 
23.00 
15.00 

 

 
$20.00 
20.00 

 

 

 

REGION 9 (USD) 
 

REGION 10 
 

REGION 11 
Indiana BPA 
Michigan 
Northern Illinois 
 

REGION 12 
Eastern Nebraska 

   
 
 
 
 

 

 
  
 
 $25.00
 40.00 
 23.00  
 

  
 $10.00 
 

 
 
 

Please make checks payable to:  ABPA 
6672 S 1570 W, West Jordan, UT 
(801) 436-7238
Email:  membership@abpa.org 

09.2020 
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