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Water Departments and Testers Benefit from 
Local ABPA Membership and Meeting Attendance! 

 

The interaction between backflow prevention assembly testers (BPATs) and the local cross 
connection control enforcement agency can really provide a benefit through involvement and the 
attendance of meetings.  Information sharing that takes place at these meetings helps to keep 
testers informed, which impacts the effectiveness of communication through the test and 
maintenance report form documentation.  The accurate completion of these report forms is often 
the only type of communication the enforcement agency has to determine what is out in the field 
and how the water is being protected.  The accurate transfer of in-field information also helps the 
next backflow tester who may be testing the same backflow prevention assembly the following 
year, adding to, or updating the previous year’s information. 
 

There are many issues that come up between testers, customers, and the local enforcement 
agency related to information transfer from the field.  As an example: understanding inspection/test 
procedures, customer test due notices, relations/education with the customer, new or uncommon 
water using equipment and/or processes, report timeline criteria, etc.  Part of a backflow tester’s 
job is to communicate this information to different local enforcement agencies such as the local 
water purveyor, the plumbing inspection department, and possibly the fire marshal.  In addition to 
improving in-field communication, meeting attendance helps ensure policies and procedures are 
updated as necessary as they relate to water purveyor concerns regarding what the tester is 
actually witnessing in the field. 
 

Without proper communication, problems encountered sometimes could end up in the local news 
unnecessarily.  This could happen from something as simple as a communication void or 
misinterpreted third party information.  This might be avoided with some basic education and 
periodic communication between parties.  Supporting the local backflow prevention association is a 
big plus for enforcement, especially for the water department who’s enforcing the backflow 
program, and hopefully preventing bigger issues in the future. 
 

Overall, education is important in all aspects of the backflow industry.  Formal training is often 
thought of for the licensed backflow tester whose job is testing in the field.  It is a good idea and a 
huge advantage for an enforcement agency to have key personnel attend the basic 101 of 
backflow education, which is a 40 hour tester course.  Although the enforcement person is not 
usually expected to test backflow assemblies, they should be capable of knowing the 
requirements, conversing with testers and customers, and answering questions when they arise. 
The 40 hour course, along with the materials supplied in class, will give the enforcement person 
the basic information needed, even though most will never actually obtain the BPAT license. 
CONT. on Page 7 
 

See Page 8 for 2021 Free Hands-On Class 
 

See Page (4) for Gauge Testing Instructions 



July – COVID Limited 
 

Meetings of the San Antonio Chapter ABPA 
are usually held the second Thursday of every 
month except December.  Dinner and 
refreshments are served at 6:00 p.m. sharp 
with the meeting starting at 6:15.  The next 
meeting is: 
 
Date: Thursday July 8, 2021 
 
Time: 6:00 PM Pre-registration Required 

 
Loc:   Embassy Suites  7750 Briaridge Dr. 
 
Program: Ryan Hurst – Backflow, 
 Enclosures & Underground Boxes 
 
Meal Sponsor:  Hugh M. Cunningham 
 

No alcoholic beverages 
allowed 

 
Next Meeting:  August 12, 2021 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Meeting July Agenda  COVID Limited 
 
5:00 p.m. General discussion and quorum 

confirmation 
 
5:15 p.m. Call Meeting to order. 
 
5:16 p.m. Secretary’s Report.  Read and approve the 

minutes of the previous meeting. 
 
5:20 p.m. Treasurer’s Report.  Discussion and 

approval of the treasurer’s report. 
 
5:25 p.m. Supply Officer’s Report 
 
5:30 p.m. Vice President’s, Directors’, and any other 

reports for the good of the chapter. 
Comments, new business, any discussion. 

 
5:40 p.m. Training Report.  Training & Meal Sponsors 
 
5:45 p.m. Webmaster Report 
 
5:50 p.m. President’s Report.  New & old business 
 
6:00 p.m. Meal is served. 
 
6:15 p.m. General Membership Meeting 
 

1. Report from the Directors Meeting. President 
2. City, regional, and national reports.  James 

Cantrell and any City personnel present 
3. Training program for the evening. 
4. Raffle prize drawing 

 
 
 
. 

 
Ongoing Goals of ABPA-SA Chapter 

 
1. Educational Outreach with public by 

presenting at PHCC meetings, engineering 
firms, schools, and neighborhood 
associations.  Continuing goal. 

 

2. Greater use of TCEQ website.  Tracking of 
CEUs, Services available.  Personal 
education. 

 

3. Increase member awareness of importance 
of chapter meetings.  Increase attendance 
and public awareness. 

 

4. Increase website resource information. 
More detailed links to more information like 
TCEQ, COSA, and any place that would be 
helpful to our members 

 
 

 

 

Big Thanks to 
 

Megan Goode with Zurn 
Wilkins for providing the 
training on Backflow 101 
which included the proper 
selection of the correct 
assemblies to prevent water 
contamination due to 
backflow. 
 

Miller Mays & Assoc. for the 
$50 Gift Card for the raffle 
drawing. 
 

Let’s all practice social 
distancing. 
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"Direct Talk" by the President 
 

Thanks to everyone who attended the June meeting and to Megan Goode with Zurn Wilkins for providing 
the training.  We are looking for members who will volunteer for manning the booth at the Fall Home and 
Garden Show.  Anyone who is interested in becoming a member of the Board of Directors needs to 
contact Carl at carlsbackflow@satx.rr.com.  We have an election coming up at the October meeting.  We 
will continue to hold our monthly meetings at the Embassy for the rest of the year.  The meetings are 
limited and an RSVP is necessary to attend.  Stay Safe 
Notice: Chapter Dues are $30 this year due to COVID. 

 

Joe Fazekas  
 

Here is a good website for emergency information: www.sanantonio.gov/emergency/ 
 
 

Chapter Chatter from your vaccinated and mask-less Secretary, Greg Shean 
 

Meeting Protocol Summary 
 

Things have settled down.  We’ll be at the Embassy Suites at least through November with a cap of 48 
chairs, I mean, attendees.  We have no idea when we’ll be allowed back into SAWS.  We’ll be at the 
Embassy at 5 PM to start signing-in by having you initial (please no check marks or X’s) the RSVP list so 
you can get your meal.  This is also confirmation for CEUs.  Need to RSVP.  Bill has sent out many e-
mails on this.  If not on the list, you will be on the wait list.  If you have not arrived by 6:30, we’ll pass your 
seat and meal to the next person on the wait list and you will not be able to attend the meeting.  Please 
do not be late. 
 

PHCC Clay Shoot Snacks 
 

Last year we did chorizo con queso and thought we could do the same this year.  However, COVID still 
reigns in some things.  They wanted masks, gloves, and no self-service.  The shooters, thankfully, 
understood.  We bought too many snacks – packages of crackers, cookies, peanut bars, Oreos, 
etc.  They will be at the meeting.  Please help because it’s a long time to Halloween and don’t want our 
townhome egged.   Will do the chorizo con queso next year – will probably be in March. 
I have some Snack Packets left over from the PHCC Shoot that I will pass out to those who want one. 
 

June’s Training 
 

Please read the training in the minutes.  It’s a very good summary of basic backflow. 
 
REGION 4  NEWS Corpus Christi – ABPA Meeting – May 20, 2021 

 

The Corpus ABPA had their first in person monthly meeting since Covid shut everything down. Twelve 
members attended the meeting.  Normally there were between 20-40 members. Bac-Flo Unlimited, Inc. 
provided the program which consisted of “What A Viable Backflow Prevention Program Must Consist Of.” 

Discussed were some provisions that could assist with the re-establishment of the Corpus Chapter. Things 
considered were free hands-on training by Bac-Flo Unlimited, Inc. with those having the 5 meeting per year 
requirement.  Also, having all members receive the ABPA-SA Newsletter, with a section for the Corpus 
Chapter included. The newsletter mail out to all Chapters is something we are considering across ABPA 
Region IV. With Troy being Region IV Director (Tx – Ark. – Ok -La) this is something we could easily do with 
email. 
Elections were conducted at the meeting with the following results: 
 President – Stephen Emerson 
 Vice President – Jessie Valdez 
 Secretary – Buck Robinson 
 Treasurer – Mark Gove 
 Gauge Testing – Michael Boyd 
 Sgt. At Arms – Matt Mokry 
  

The Corpus Chapter has bi-monthly meetings on the odd months. The meetings are conducted at the Corpus 
Water Department beginning at 6:00 PM.  
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(*Buy the popular ‘BAC-FLO-5’ test kit, see course schedule, and much more on our website. 
For gauge certifications, call 210-698-0411 for weekly test times in Boerne, TX!) 

 
 

 
Gauge Testing Rules for Members Only Rule #6 is necessary to qualify 
 

1. Only gauges that expire before the second Thursday of the following month will be eligible for 
testing.  That is, if it expires before August 12th you need to get it tested on July 8th. 

2. On the second Thursday of the month, take your gauge, less case, tools, fittings, strap, and 
hoses to Bexar Mail Boxes at 2186 Jackson Keller Rd. between 9:30 am and 3:30 pm and leave 
it after filling out the ABPA-SA paperwork form.  Do NOT remove the bleed hose. 

3. IMPORTANT: Provide a cell number in the event you need to be contacted Thursday after 
4:00 pm.  Be sure to tell them you are with ABPA-SA for the FREE Gauge Testing. 

4. Pick up your gauge, no charge, the next day, on Friday between 9:30 am and 4:30 pm Any 
gauge not picked up on Friday will incur a $10 per day storage fee, starting at 5:00 pm 
Friday. 

5. We will pick up all the gauges at 3:30 pm on Thursday and Bill and I will test them.  I will deliver 
them back Friday morning when Bexar Mail Boxes opens at 9:00 am. 

6. Everyone planning on taking a gauge for testing must email me at 
carlsbackflow@satx.rr.com and Bill at wlhamrick@peoplepc.com no later than Wednesday 
afternoon July 7th. 
 

There are NO EXCEPTIONS to these rules.  Bill and I are doing this to continue providing the gauge 
testing benefit of your membership in our ABPA-SA Chapter and we are not performing gauge testing at 
any in-person meetings yet because some members are not comfortable with in-person meetings. 

There will be NO gauge testing at the meeting. 

Carl Michaud 
Gauge Testing Chairman 
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MINUTES 
SAN ANTONIO CHAPTER–ABPA 

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
Thursday, June 10, 2021 

 

President Joe Fazekas opened and presided over the ABPA San Antonio Chapter meeting which started at 
6:14 PM at the Embassy Suites, 7750 Briaridge Dr., San Antonio NW, off IH- 10 and Callaghan. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS – PRESENT EXECUTIVE OFFICERS – ABSENT 

Joe Fazekas – President Brad Harrell – Past President 

Keith Waldrep – Vice President  

Greg Shean – Secretary  

Jeff Hoffman – Treasurer  

OFFICERS SPECIAL TO THE CHAPTER – 
PRESENT 

OFFICERS SPECIAL TO THE CHAPTER – 
ABSENT 

Troy Baird – Supply Officer Jim Cantrell – Liaison to SAWS 

Manny Hernandez – Public Relations/ Speakers/ 
Program Topics/CEU Coordinator 

Matthew Wilgen– Webmaster 

Carl Michaud – Gauge Testing and Certification  

Bill Hamrick – Membership  

Jeff Meeks – Sgt. At Arms  

 

DIRECTORS AT LARGE – PRESENT DIRECTORS AT LARGE – ABSENT 

Robert Stricker Timothy Sales 

Fred Baird Frank Snyder 

 Ron Renouf 

 Bruce Rathburn 

 GUESTS PRESENT Megan Goode, Fire Protection 
& Waterworks, ZURN/WILKINS,  Dallas,  TX  

 

Agenda Item #1. President’s Report:  Joe thanked Longhorn Pipe & Irrigation for providing the cooler with ice 
and Bill for handling the Firehouse Subs order.  We will be at the Embassy Suites for at least thru the 
November meeting.   We will be able to bring our own box meals.  Embassy Suites set a maximum of 48 
attendees which matched the number of chairs in the room.   Members must RSVP to get “locked in” for 
attending.    Joe appointed Manny Hernandez as CEU Coordinator in addition to his Public Relations/ 
Speakers/ Program Topics/ responsibilities.  INFO. 
 

Agenda Item #2. Secretary’s Report: Greg had e-mailed the minutes of the May meeting to the board of 
directors and it was published in the June newsletter.  There were no comments.  However, at the meeting 
Jeff, as Home and Garden Show coordinator said he was not given the responsibility for arranging for another 
table.   INFO. 
 

Agenda Item #3. Treasurer’s Report:  Treasurer.  Jeff reported that the directors voted to donate $600 to the 
Plumbing, Heating, and Cooling Contractor (PHCC) clay shoot sponsorship.  He had received the national 
reimbursement for chapter dues.  Jeff had paid State Farm for the annual insurance premium.  There is 
$11,558.86 in the checking account.  INFO. 
 

Agenda Item #4.  Supply Officer’s Report:  Troy reported that there are ten shirts, six polo, 15 T-shirts, three 
jackets, 66 camo caps, 99 small decals, and 108 large decals in inventory.  The fishing trip will be held at the 
same location as previous years.  This year’s date is October 15-17, right after the Home and Garden Show. 
INFO. 
 

Agenda Item #5. Meeting Sponsor: Megan Goode, Fire Protection & Waterworks, ZURN/WILKINS, Dallas, 
TX sponsored the meeting.  The chapter provided Firehouse Sub dinner boxes to the attendees who were 
present.  They had a choice of three different meats in their subs plus a bag of chips, chocolate chip cookie, 
dill pickle slice, mayonnaise and mustard.  The chapter also provided sodas and water.  INFO. 
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Agenda Item #6. Raffle:  Miller Mays & Associates provided a $50 gift card for the raffle.  Raffle tickets 
purchased January thru March of 2020 will be included with all tickets purchased thru the November 2021 
raffle.  More tickets bought, the more prizes can be purchased for the November 2021 raffle.  INFO. 
 

Agenda Item #7. Training:  Megan Goode provided training on Backflow 101: Basics. INFO. 
 

Agenda Item #8. SAWS Report:  No report.  INFO. 
 

Agenda Item #9.  TCEQ: Fred & Troy said there was no further information on their participation in the TCEQ 
sponsored backflow presentation for TCEQ inspectors.  TCEQ has moved backflow to the Water Quality 
department.  TCEQ wants to increase enforcement with water purveyors.  This includes auditing water 
department test and maintenance reports.  Fred warned that fraudulent T&Ms is a felony.  Fred directed many 
discussions and answered questions.  INFO. 
 

Agenda Item #10.  Hands on Refresher Training.   Fred said that the free hands will be on September 8th. 
This is for those members whose licenses are due before October 2022.  Sixteen meeting CEUs are still 
required as long as you have continuous membership in the ABPA-SA Chapter.  INFO. 
 

Agenda Item #11.  Gauge Testing: Carl and Bill certified gauges on Thursday so they will be ready for pick 
up on Friday morning.  There is a $10 per day storage fee for any gauge not picked up on Friday.  Gauges 
must at the box on Thursday by 3:30 PM.  Please follow the gauge testing rules in the Newsletter.   INFO. 
 

Agenda Item #12.  Membership:  Bill said that ABPA national needs your own personal e-mail address, not 
your company e-mail address, so they can notify when your dues are due.   Dues are from date of last 
expiration.  There is no grace time between expiration and renewal dates.  INFO. 
 

Agenda Item #13.  SAIA (San Antonio Irrigation Association) report:  Della said they will have a 2 hour CEU 
presentation on "Solvent Weld Application & Technical Information" by Dwight Mains, Spears.  Spears makes 
irrigation PVC pipe fittings.  The SAIA is planning another Mission game this summer.  The chapter has 
participated before.  It is an open buffet on the third base line, pavilion area.  More details will be provided 
later.  Between 100 to 200 members, with their family, attend.  INFO. 
 

Agenda Item #14. PHCC Clay Shoot:  Greg and Joe will be there, June 22nd at the National Shooting 
Complex.  Joe will be driving the “soda and water cart.”  Greg will be providing the snacks after the shoot.  It is 
$125 single per shooter and you will be put on a team.  The chapter will not be fielding a team this year. 
INFO. 
 

Agenda Item #15. Home and Garden Show:  Jeff said all is okay for home and garden show.  The SAIA 
does not want a table but possibly the PHCC may want a table.  Volunteers will be needed for four hour shifts. 
Need ideas for giveaways.  There are plenty of cozies and note pads.     INFO.  
 

Agenda Item #16. National ABPA:  Troy reported that the odd number Regions elected directors for the next 
two years.  Troy reported that the directors voted on the 2022 annual conference, seven for Las Vegas and 
four for Charlotte, NC.  Las Vegas was considered less expensive.  The conference will be held after April 17th 
(Easter).  Date and hotel information will be provided later.  National did well at the 2021 teleconference but 
felt there was a need to have an in-person conference.  INFO. 
 

Agenda Item #17. Training: Megan Goode provided training with a Power Point presentation “Backflow 101: 
Basics”.  Training was broken down into backflow overview, selecting the proper backflow preventer, and the 
types of backflow preventers.  USC curves, and backflow certification.   It all started with The Safe Drinking 
Water Act (SWDA) signed into law by President Ford in 1974. It is the principle federal law in the US intended 
to ensure safe drinking water for the public.  The SWDA applies to every public water system in the US; it 
does not cover private wells or bottled water which is regulated by the Food & Drug Administration (FDA). 
She reviewed the backflow definition and defined the two types of backflows – backsiphonage and 
backpressure.   Megan gave a detailed description of the three types of cross connections - irrigation pumping 
systems, lawn sprinklers, and fire sprinkler systems.  
 

She clarified the differences between backflow devices (non-testable check valves) and an assembly (a 
backflow preventer which has inlet and outlet shut off valves and test cocks).  Degree of hazard, low versus 
high was defined and examples given.  Backflow assemblies were identified that would be used for low and 
high hazard applications.  Finally detector assemblies were described, their benefit, and how they could be 
used in low and high hazard applications. Then, going back to the three types of cross connections, Megan 
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described why plumbing and water works require consistent flow; irrigation – about 2% of the time; and fire 
protection – ready for action from static to dynamic flow. 
 

Type of Installation depends on the hazard and location of the backflow assembly which include outdoor, 
indoor, below grade, horizontal and vertical installations.  Each assembly has specific installation 
requirements.  Megan described the different applications for backflow assemblies and devices.  She went 
into detail of the physical internal workings and limitations of the two backflow devices - dual check (DuC) and 
the atmospheric vacuum breaker (AVB).  Then, the same for the four backflow assemblies - pressure vacuum 
breaker (PVB), double check (DC), reduced pressure (RP), and the detector assembly (DA ). 
 

The USC Foundation for Cross-Connection Control and Hydraulic Research is the only approval or listing 
agency that requires a field evaluation prior to an assembly being listed or approved.  Megan then described 
IAPMO (International Association of Plumbing and Mechanical Officials), ASSE (American Society of Sanitary 
Engineering), UL Underwriters Laboratory) and FM (Factory Mutual).  These listings require a laboratory 
evaluation in accordance with their respective performance standard but none require a field evaluation. 
 

Megan described the USC flow performance curves and why they are important. USC publishes both an 
opening and closing curve for each valve.  Opening increasing flow curve is the basis to use when sizing a 
backflow for your hydraulic calculations. It takes more force to open a valve than to close it, and this is 
reflected in opening curves that look worse than closing ones. Headloss appears much lower in closing curve. 
They may not be used for accurate hydraulic calculations. 
 

She described that backflow prevention assembly testers must pass a certification course.  It is designed for 
plumbers and other related mechanical contractors; it covers basic backflow hydraulics, cross-connection 
identification, degree of hazard, operation of backflow prevention assemblies, applications and basic 
installation requirements of backflow prevention assemblies. Backflow Prevention Assembly Testers are 
certified by the Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ). 
 

Technician must be certified by State to conduct backflow certification testing. Backflow certification does not 
verify backflow forward flow will meet the sprinkler systems demand.  It confirms the potable water system is 
protected from the low or high health hazard water. The reason for the forward backflow test, is to ensure that 
the check valves within the backflow assembly will open when needed.  The actual backflow test is done to 
determine if the check valves are leaking our dirty sprinkler water into the clean drinking water.  The forward 
flow and the actual backflow test are two separate and completely different tests. 
 

Adjournment.  Motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:01 PM. 
 

 
Greg Shean 
Secretary 
ABPA San Antonio Chapter 
 
 
 

CONTINUED from Page 1 
 

This along with attending the local backflow chapter meetings are a great asset to any backflow 
prevention program.  Backflow association meeting attendance can result in the education of such 
things as possible policy suggestions and modifications, state requirement awareness and 
discussions, testing and troubleshooting procedures, assembly repair, software issues testers are 
seeing in the field, etc. 
 
Bottom line: enforcement must get involved with local testers to ensure their cross connection control 
program is as customer friendly as possible with the involvement of the professional licensed tester. 
 
Troy Baird 
ABPA Region IV Director 
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The next Hands-On training will be September 8, 2021 
Each member is responsible for themselves – Know where you stand 

 

FAQ ABOUT THE SEPTEMBER 8 TRAINING SESSION 
 

DUE TO COVID-19 ALL attendees MUST bring their own Hand Sanitizer. 
ALL attendees will have temperature checks and follow CDC guidelines 
regarding masks during the entire class if not vaccinated. 
 

Who needs to attend:  If your BPAT license expires before October 1, 2022, 
you need to attend the September 8th Training Session if you need your 8 hours 
of hands-on training. 
 

How do I know if I need the hands-on training: Go to www.abpa-sa.org and 
click on “Resources”, then click on “CEU Hours” to look up your license 
information to see if you need the 8 hours hands-on training. 
 

Who is eligible to attend: Only ABPA-SA members in good standing who 
have attended at least 5 meetings in 2019, and at least 5 meetings from July 
2019 thru March 2020 and who have earned 16 CEU hours at ABPA Chapter 
meetings and/or the ABPA 2021 Virtual Conference may attend.  If you are 
short the required hours due to Covid-19, confirm eligibility by email.  See 
below: How do I register for Hands-On Training. 
 

What does it cost: Fred and Troy Baird of Bac-Flo® Unlimited, Inc. donate 
their time and talents each year to the members of ABPA-SA to provide FREE 
training. 
 

How long is the class: The class is 8 hours from 8:00am to 5:00pm with an 
hour for lunch.  Bac-Flo Unlimited will furnish water, Coke and Keurig coffee. 
 

Where do I get lunch: This year, due to COVID-19 everyone will have to 
furnish their own lunch. 
 

How do I get CEU hours: Attending ABPA-SA Chapter monthly meetings will 
generally earn you at least one and sometimes two CE hours per meeting, 
depending on the subject matter.  Occasionally a meeting may not qualify for 
any hours or may only qualify for one hour. 
 

IMPORTANT: This year, due to COVID-19, space is limited so register early.  It 
will be each individual’s responsibility to protect yourself - If you feel you cannot 
do that or unsure about your own security insofar as protecting yourself - you 
should not attend. 
 

How do I register for the Hands-On Training: Provide a printout of your 
TCEQ hours to Bac-Flo® Unlimited, Inc.  email F.baird@att.net 
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ABPA-SA Board of Directors 
 

2019 - 2020 
 
1) President – Joe Fazekas 
 
2) Vice President – Keith Waldrep 
 
3) Treasurer – Jeff Hoffman 
 
4) Secretary – Greg Shean 
 
5) Immediate Past President – Brad Harrell 
 
Special Officers to the Association 
 
6) SGT-AT-ARMS –Jeff Meeks 
 
7) Liaison to SAWS – James Cantrell 
 
8) Public Relations/ Speakers/ Program Topics – Manny Hernandez 
 
9) Gauge Testing and Certification – Carl Michaud 
 
10) Membership – Bill Hamrick 
 
11) Supply Officer – Troy Baird 
 
12) Webmaster – Matthew Wilgen 
 
 

Directors at Large 
 

Two-year term 
 

1. Fred Baird 
2. Timothy Sales 
3. Robert Stricker 
 

One year term remaining 
 

4. Bruce Rathburn 
5. Ron Renouf 
6. Frank Snyder 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

NOTICE:  Mail Address: ABPA-SA  -   P.O. Box 47820   -   San Antonio, TX 78265 
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“The Direct Connection” is published monthly 
and may be obtained from the www.abpa-sa.org 
website.  Opinions or facts within “The Direct 
Connection” are not necessarily representative of 
the opinions of the American Backflow Prevention 
Association and may or may not represent an 
official policy.  Additionally, the opinions or facts of 
contributors or advertisers may or may not 
represent an official policy. 
 

Published by the ABPA-SA Chapter 
 

Editor:  Bill Hamrick 
 

Assistant Editor:  Bruce Rathburn 
 

Additional Editors: The entire Membership 
 

For further information about ABPA, contact: 
 

Bruce Rathburn – Past ABPA President 
americanbackflowh2o@gmail.com 
 

Troy Baird – ABPA Region 4 Director 
troybaird@gvtc.com 
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How to join the ABPA-SA Chapter 

There are two ways to join the San Antonio Chapter of the American Backflow 
Prevention Association. 

The easiest way is to go to https://www.abpa.org/page/Join and follow the 
instructions to set up your account and present you with an invoice that you can 
pay with a credit card on-line or check the box to pay with a check. IMPORTANT 
Be sure to select the chapter/s (San Antonio Chapter) you want to join before 
selecting the payment method.  If you elect to pay with a check, you will be able 
to print the invoice so you can send it with your check to the address on the 
invoice.  If you pay with a credit card on-line, you will be able to print a receipt. 

The other way is to print the Membership Application on the next page and send 
it to the address at the bottom of the page with your check. 

 

How to renew your ABPA-SA Chapter Membership 

There are two ways to renew your San Antonio Chapter membership of the 
American Backflow Prevention Association. 

The easiest way is to go to https://www.abpa.org/page/RenewNow and sign into 
your account and follow the instructions.  The program will present you with an 
invoice that you can pay with a credit card on-line or check the box to pay with a 
check. IMPORTANT Be sure the chapter/s (San Antonio Chapter) is/are 
selected you want to renew before selecting the payment method.  If you elect to 
pay with a check, you will be able to print the invoice so you can send it with your 
check to the address on the invoice.  If you pay with a credit card on-line, you will 
be able to print a receipt. 

The other way is to print the Membership Application on the next page and send 
it to the address at the bottom of the page with your check. 

 

Thank You for your membership 



 

 

 

 

APPLICATION FOR 

MEMBERSHIP 

  US Membership  $65 
  International Membership  $79 

  Sustaining Membership $300.00 
 New Member 

 Renewal - Member #______________ 
To join the American Backflow Prevention Association, simply fill out the 
membership application form and mail it with your check to the address listed 
below, or if paying by credit card you may fax the completed form to 
979.846.7607.  Local chapters have additional fees.  Below is a listing of 
chapters by region. To find out if there is a local chapter in your area, please 
review the chapter information on our website at abpa.org or call the National 
Office at 979.846.7606.  Membership in the Association constitutes paying 
National dues. 

 

Sustaining Member: 
• Must be a company or organization 
• Assign only one person as the member of ABPA 
• A Sustaining Member must submit a letter that 

designates their Voting Representative. 

 

Please Print Legibly or Type 

       
Mr., Mrs., Ms., etc  First Name  MI  Last Name (Include suffix) 

     
Organization (Agency/Firm)  Department/Division  Title 

 
Address: 

       
City:  State / Prov  Zip + 4 Code/Postal Code  Country 

     
Daytime Phone  Fax  Email 

                             ABPA-SA  $  30.00  
Local Chapter (if joining a local chapter)  Local Dues Amount 
 

Method of Payment 

 Charge     $ 95.00  to my   Visa    MasterCard    American Express    Discover    Check    Money Order    Invoice Me 

      
Credit Card Number  Card Expires (MM/YYYY)  CVC Number 

    
Name as it appears on card  Signature  
 

Additional Information 

How would you like to receive your 
Membership Renewal Invoice Notification?  Email      US Mail (Not available for International Membership) 

Local Chapter Dues Listed by Region 
 

REGION 1 
New England 
Rhode Island  
                        

REGION 2 
Virginia 
                   

REGION 3 
Carolinas 
Florida Suncoast                 
Peach State “1788” 
Tennessee 
 

REGION 4 
Arkansas 
Central Texas  
Corpus Christi   
Lower Rio Grande Valley  
North Texas                 
San Antonio    

 
$12.00 
18.00 

 

 
$25.00 

 

 
$10.00 
12.00 
30.00 
20.00 

 

 
$10.00 
20.00 
23.00 
25.00 
23.00
60.00 

 REGION 5 
Colorado 
Utah 
 

REGION 6 
Arizona 
Central Coast 
Central Valley California 
Hawaii 
Silver State 
Southern California 
 

REGION 7 
Oregon 
SRC4 
 

REGION 8 (USD) 

 
$15.00 
12.00 

 

 
$20.00 
10.00 
10.00 
23.00 
23.00 
15.00 

 

 
$20.00 
20.00 

 

 

 

REGION 9 (USD) 
 

REGION 10 
 

REGION 11 
Indiana BPA 
Michigan 
Northern Illinois 
 

REGION 12 
Eastern Nebraska 

   
 
 
 
 

 

 
  
 
 $25.00
 40.00 
 23.00  
 

  
 $10.00 
 

 
 
 

Please make checks payable to:  ABPA 
6672 S 1570 W, West Jordan, UT 
(801) 436-7238
Email:  membership@abpa.org 

09.2020 
 



Safety Isn’t Just Skin Deep...

Single Access 
Cover

Top 
Mounted 

Check 
Retainer

Straight Tube 
Stainless Steel 

Body

Investment 
Cast Stainless  

Steel Body

Stainless 
Steel Piston  
and Stem

Corrosion 
Resistant 

Check Valve 
Construction Patented 

Linkage 
Design

TM

When it comes to protecting the health and safety of people, why choose anything but the best? 
The Watts SilverEagleTM Series backflow assemblies incorporate the latest design features to pro- 
tect against contamination at health hazard cross-connections. The SilverEagle series is the 
most compact, the lightest and offers the most flexibility of any backflow assembly in the 
industry. Specify the valve with safety at its core!

Replaceable 
Check Disc 

Rubber

Uniquely 
Contoured 

Check Valve 
Opening

Torsion 
Spring 
Design

Stainless Steel
Relief Valve
Cover Screws

Slotted 
Pivot 
Point

Specify Superior Backflow Protection from Watts

For additional information, visit our  
website at watts.com

13755 Benchmark   •   Dallas, TX 75234   •    (972) 852-3477   •   (800) 339-0191
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