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The Effect of Covid-19 on Backflow Prevention Assembly
Testing & The Protection of Public Water Systems
As we all know, the Covid-19 virus has affected many in various ways. In the
Backflow Prevention world, the water purveyors and/or plumbing inspection
departments enforcing the program are directly impacted by the testers and the
training they are receiving. Additionally, the water purveyor’s customers and testers
themselves are affected, which can lead to costly situations and unsanitary
conditions.
Backflow Prevention Assembly Testers are the right arm of a cross connection
control and backflow prevention program who have direct contact with the water
purveyor’s customers. The customers of the water purveyor are notified annually that
their backflow prevention assembly is due for its annual testing. With this notice
generally comes a list of testers and/or companies that are trained and capable of
performing the test. The tester conducts the test, and repairs if necessary, and
sends this information of the test results to the local enforcement agency (water
purveyor and/or plumbing inspection department). This information is filed for future
reference by the local enforcement agency and review by state regulatory offices.
The initial Training and continuing education (CEU) requirements are very important
for the enforcement agencies and their customers. Untrained testers create havoc
for enforcement agencies and their customers along with putting the testing company
and tester into a liability situation.
For over 50 years, viable training of testers followed a process which is basically
classroom and physical hands-on training. The continuing education requirements
involve re-establishing the basic skill level that was established in the initial tester
certification process, including all updates in regulations, procedures, local
enforcement, etc.
The periodic hands-on requirement every three years is considered absolutely
necessary by those enforcing the program. Enforcement agencies are one of the first
to realize if a tester does not know basic testing and trouble-shooting.

Continued on Page 5

Chapter Gauge Testing During COVID-19
See Page (4) for Gauge Testing Instructions

February Meeting - CANCELED

Meeting February Agenda CANCELED

Meetings of the San Antonio Chapter ABPA
are usually held the second Thursday of every
month except December. Dinner and
refreshments are served at 6:00 p.m. sharp
with the meeting starting at 6:30. The next
meeting is:

5:00 p.m.

General discussion and quorum
confirmation

5:15 p.m.

Call Meeting to order.

5:16 p.m.

Secretary’s Report. Read and approve the
minutes of the previous meeting.

5:20 p.m.

Treasurer’s Report. Discussion and
approval of the treasurer’s report.

5:25 p.m.

Supply Officer’s Report

5:30 p.m.

Vice President’s, Directors’, and any other
reports for the good of the chapter.
Comments, new business, any discussion.

5:40 p.m.

Training Report. Training & Meal Sponsors

5:45 p.m.

Webmaster Report

5:50 p.m.

President’s Report. New & old business

6:00 p.m.

Meal is served.

6:30 p.m.

General Membership Meeting

Date:

CANCELED

Time:

CANCELED

Location: CANCELED
Program: CANCELED
Meal Sponsor: CANCELED

No alcoholic beverages
allowed

1. Gauges to be tested. Carl Michaud- Bill Hamrick
2. First time attendees or visitors (get w/Treasurer
for membership application / info)
3. Irrigator’s Report. Ron Renouf
4. Report from the Directors Meeting. President
5. October meeting election of Officers & Directors
6. City, regional, and national reports. James
Cantrell and any City personnel present
7. Supply Officer Report. Troy Baird
8. Training program for the evening.
9. Raffle prize drawing.

Next Meeting: UNKNOWN

Big Thanks to
Those who had their gauges
tested in January for
following the procedural
instructions.

Ongoing Goals of ABPA-SA Chapter
1. Educational Outreach with public by
presenting at PHCC meetings, engineering
firms, schools, and neighborhood
associations. Continuing goal.

Everyone picked up their
gauges on Friday without
having to pay the $10 storage
fee.

2. Greater use of TCEQ website. Tracking of
CEUs, Services available. Personal
education.
3. Increase member awareness of importance
of chapter meetings. Increase attendance
and public awareness.

Let’s all practice social
distancing so we can get
back to some kind of normal.

4. Increase website resource information.
More detailed links to more information like
TCEQ, COSA, and any place that would be
helpful to our members
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"Direct Talk" by the President
I am trying to find a meeting place that will satisfy everyone during this time of COVID. There are
a couple of options such as the outdoor SA Gun Club and a couple of hotels that have large
enough rooms for proper social distancing. I am hoping to have an in-person meeting by March.
Stay tuned for information from ABPA National about the April internet Conference that will
provide 12 CEUs to all those who attend. The cost will be $100 for members. Notice: Chapter
Dues are $30 this year due to COVID.

Joe Fazekas
Here is a good website for emergency information: www.sanantonio.gov/emergency/

Chapter Chatter

Your Socially Acceptable Secretary, Greg Shean

Your Board of Directors is holding monthly telecommunication conferences. This is to ensure that
business continues although our monthly attended meetings are not. Here is a summary of our January
13th telecommunication conference.
All meeting sponsor donations have been received. Jeff said the 2020 annual report is completed. He is
preparing the budget and will be sending the Audit Committee the bank statements, ledger, and the
generated reports in the next couple weeks. Jeff will do zoom video conference to complete the audit and
budget.
Joe said the San Antonio Irrigation Association voted him to vice president. His ABPA-SA chapter term
as president is “term limited.” Due to COVID, the SAIA has temporarily cut their annual dues by 50%. He
said SAIA pays $125 for two Embassy Suites adjoining rooms at Callaghan and IH 10 which is able
socially distance 35 members.
Joe reported the Embassy Suites by Hilton at 1604 & Landmark Parkway is available for $140 that can
socially distance seat about 60. He will work with them about a reservation for ABPA-SA for a possible
March 11th meeting. Fred will review the COVID protocol because some chapter member’s spouse will
have concerns. Bill will write an article and send to Fred.
Troy reported that the annual ABPA Education and Training Conference will be in April on the internet. It
will be 4 hours per day for three days for a total of 12 backflow CEUs. Registration will be $100. Frank,
a chapter member and the national president, told Bill that Frank and Troy will coordinate with TCEQ to
honor the CEUs. Fred and Troy decided Bac-Flo Unlimited will accept the CEUs from the National
Conference towards the Free Hands-On eligibility.
There is now an ABPA-SA website header for “Events” that has pictures of past Home and Garden
Show, PHCC clay shoot, STILE, Spring Bloom, Awards, and Hands-On Training. More information later
on how that can be expanded and additional pictures submitted.
SAWS’s first notices are out for all backflow testing in 2021. Some inspectors are contacting people for
failing to test backflow preventers for 2020. No updates on when our general meeting space will become
available again.
The PHCC gives the ABPA-SA equal billing although our participation is not commensurate with the
event’s expenses. Troy made a motion to help fund the PHCC at $600. Bac-Flo Unlimited is sponsoring
a shooting station. Greg will donate and serve the chorizo queso dip and chips as last year. The Board
will see if the chapter plans to field a team. Greg will update the chapter after the February 4th planning
meeting.
The next telecommunication board meeting will be on Wednesday, February 10th. Please contact a
board member if you have questions or concerns regarding the ABPA-SA Chapter. You can always go
to the website www.abpa-sa.org and click on the “Contact Us” tab and click on Bill Hamrick to get an
email message to Bill, who will pass it on to the intended person.

Due to COVID-19 canceled meetings, there are no Meeting Minutes to report.
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(*Buy the popular ‘BAC-FLO-5’ test kit, see course schedule, and much more on our website.
For gauge certifications, call 210-698-0411 for weekly test times in Boerne, TX!)

Gauge Testing Rules Rule #6 is necessary to qualify
1. Only gauges that expire before the second Thursday of the following month will be eligible for
testing. That is, if it expires before March 11th you need to get it tested on February 11th.
2. On the second Thursday of the month, take your gauge, less tools, fittings, and hoses to
Bexar Mail Boxes at 2186 Jackson Keller Rd. between 9:30 am and 4:30 pm and leave it
after filling out the ABPA-SA paperwork form. Do NOT remove the bleed hose.
3. IMPORTANT: Provide a cell number in the event you need to be contacted Thursday
after 5:00 pm. Be sure to tell them you are with ABPA-SA for the FREE Gauge Testing.
4. Pick up your gauge, no charge, the next day, on Friday between 9:30 am and 4:30 pm Any
gauge not picked up on Friday will incur a $10 per day storage fee, starting at 5:00 pm
Friday.
5. We will pick up all the gauges at 4:45 pm on Thursday and Bill and I will test them. I will
deliver them back Friday morning when Bexar Mail Boxes opens.
6. Everyone planning on taking a gauge for testing must email me at
carlsbackflow@satx.rr.com and Bill at wlhamrick@peoplepc.com no later than Wednesday
afternoon February 10th.
There will be NO EXCEPTIONS to these rules. Bill and I are doing this to continue providing the
gauge testing benefit of your membership in our ABPA-SA Chapter.

Carl Michaud
Gauge Testing Chairman
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Continued from Page 1

The Effect of Covid-19 on Backflow Prevention

These unqualified testers will pass assemblies that are failing and fail assemblies
that are passing. Additionally, they will miss situations/conditions that affect
backflow protection. Their test and maintenance report forms may be incorrectly
completed and/or falsified. Complaints have been received from water purveyors,
customers, and other testers, that some testers do not know what they are doing
and they ask such questions as “who trained them and what the qualifying process
was”.
Through the years there has Never been a tester able to test and troubleshoot
through all four types of assemblies without first completing the hands-on training
(101). Some do not test a particular type of assembly very often and need a
refresher. Others will say such things as “This is the Way I do the test” – or “ This
is the way my buddy does it” or “ That’s not important” or “I use a combination of
two different procedures” or “With my procedure I do not have to turn the water off”
– etc. – etc. – etc. Testers affect the integrity of the entire program and must
receive hands-on renewal training. We know this first hand from both enforcement
agencies and testers themselves.
Various states have allowed testers to renew their expiring three year license in
2020 and now into 2021 without the required hands-on training, due to Covid.
Instead a tester can attend a virtual course in lieu of actually taking hands-on
training. This is a temporary thing due to the virus and is very understandable.
However, the results will be many testers will go six years without any hands-on
training. We will really begin to see the decline of skill level within the next year or
so. In fact, we are starting to hear from water purveyors that they are already
having issues with some testers.
San Antonio has always required hands-on training for license renewal every three
years since the early 70’s. Ft. Worth required 8 hours of hands-on training every
year. The reason for this is as noted above and is obvious for anyone directly
involved with cross connection control measures.
What everyone is seeing and hearing with virtual training in schools is, that it is not
the same as actual classroom and the learning curve is just not there. This is the
same for backflow prevention testers, only here we are dealing with the right arm of
a cross connection control program and a health and safety valve.
Hopefully, we can get back to the education of testers that will provide water
purveyors, facilities, and testers the quality of training necessary in the backflow
prevention world for the protection of potable water systems.
Fred Baird
San Antonio Water System Retired
30 Years Enforcing SAWS CCC Program
f.baird@att.net
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ABPA-SA Board of Directors
2019 - 2020
1) President – Joe Fazekas
2) Vice President – Keith Waldrep
3) Treasurer – Jeff Hoffman
4) Secretary – Greg Shean
5) Immediate Past President – Brad Harrell
Special Officers to the Association
6) SGT-AT-ARMS –Jeff Meeks
7) Liaison to SAWS – James Cantrell
8) Public Relations/ Speakers/ Program Topics – Manny Hernandez
9) Gauge Testing and Certification – Carl Michaud
10) Membership – Bill Hamrick
11) Supply Officer – Troy Baird
12) Webmaster – Matthew Wilgen
Directors at Large
Two-year term
1. Fred Baird
2. Timothy Sales
3. Robert Stricker
One year term remaining
4. Bruce Rathburn
5. Ron Renouf
6. Frank Snyder

NOTICE: Mail Address: ABPA-SA - P.O. Box 47820 - San Antonio, TX 78265
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“The Direct Connection” is published monthly
and may be obtained from the www.abpa-sa.org
website. Opinions or facts within “The Direct
Connection” are not necessarily representative of
the opinions of the American Backflow Prevention
Association and may or may not represent an
official policy. Additionally, the opinions or facts of
contributors or advertisers may or may not
represent an official policy.
Published by the ABPA-SA Chapter
Editor: Bill Hamrick
Assistant Editor: Bruce Rathburn
Additional Editors: The entire Membership
For further information about ABPA, contact:
Bruce Rathburn – Past ABPA President
americanbackflowh2o@gmail.com
Troy Baird – ABPA Region 4 Director
troybaird@gvtc.com
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Safety Isn’t Just Skin Deep...
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Specify Superior Backflow Protection from Watts
When it comes to protecting the health and safety of people, why choose anything but the best?
The Watts SilverEagleTM Series backflow assemblies incorporate the latest design features to protect against contamination at health hazard cross-connections. The SilverEagle series is the
most compact, the lightest and offers the most flexibility of any backflow assembly in the
industry. Specify the valve with safety at its core!
For additional information, visit our
website at watts.com

13755 Benchmark • Dallas, TX 75234 •

(972) 852-3477 • (800) 339-0191

How to join the ABPA-SA Chapter
There are two ways to join the San Antonio Chapter of the American Backflow
Prevention Association.
The easiest way is to go to https://www.abpa.org/page/Join and follow the
instructions to set up your account and present you with an invoice that you can
pay with a credit card on-line or check the box to pay with a check. IMPORTANT
Be sure to select the chapter/s (San Antonio Chapter) you want to join before
selecting the payment method. If you elect to pay with a check, you will be able
to print the invoice so you can send it with your check to the address on the
invoice. If you pay with a credit card on-line, you will be able to print a receipt.
The other way is to print the Membership Application on the next page and send
it to the address at the bottom of the page with your check.

How to renew your ABPA-SA Chapter Membership
There are two ways to renew your San Antonio Chapter membership of the
American Backflow Prevention Association.
The easiest way is to go to https://www.abpa.org/page/RenewNow and sign into
your account and follow the instructions. The program will present you with an
invoice that you can pay with a credit card on-line or check the box to pay with a
check. IMPORTANT Be sure the chapter/s (San Antonio Chapter) is/are
selected you want to renew before selecting the payment method. If you elect to
pay with a check, you will be able to print the invoice so you can send it with your
check to the address on the invoice. If you pay with a credit card on-line, you will
be able to print a receipt.
The other way is to print the Membership Application on the next page and send
it to the address at the bottom of the page with your check.

Thank You for your membership

 US Membership $65
 International Membership $79
 Sustaining Membership $300.00
 New Member
 Renewal - Member #______________

A PPLIC ATION FOR
M EMBERSHIP
To join the American Backflow Prevention Association, simply fill out the
membership application form and mail it with your check to the address listed
below, or if paying by credit card you may fax the completed form to
979.846.7607. Local chapters have additional fees. Below is a listing of
chapters by region. To find out if there is a local chapter in your area, please
review the chapter information on our website at abpa.org or call the National
Office at 979.846.7606. Membership in the Association constitutes paying
National dues.

Sustaining Member:
• Must be a company or organization
• Assign only one person as the member of ABPA
• A Sustaining Member must submit a letter that
designates their Voting Representative.

Please Print Legibly or Type
Mr., Mrs., Ms., etc

First Name

MI

Organization (Agency/Firm)

Last Name (Include suffix)

Department/Division

Title

Address:
City:

State / Prov

Daytime Phone

Zip + 4 Code/Postal Code

Fax

Country

Email

ABPA-SA

$ 30.00

Local Chapter (if joining a local chapter)

Local Dues Amount

Method of Payment



Charge

$ 95.00

to my

 Visa  MasterCard  American Express  Discover  Check  Money Order  Invoice Me

Credit Card Number

Card Expires (MM/YYYY)

Name as it appears on card

Signature

CVC Number

Additional Information
How would you like to receive your
Membership Renewal Invoice Notification?

 Email

 US Mail (Not available for International Membership)

Local Chapter Dues Listed by Region
REGION 1
New England
Rhode Island

$12.00
18.00

REGION 2
Virginia

$25.00

REGION 3
Carolinas
Florida Suncoast
Peach State “1788”
Tennessee

$10.00
12.00
30.00
20.00

REGION 4
Arkansas
Central Texas
Corpus Christi
Lower Rio Grande Valley
North Texas
San Antonio

$10.00
20.00
23.00
25.00
23.00
60.00

Please make checks payable to: ABPA
6672 S 1570 W, West Jordan, UT
(801) 436-7238
Email: membership@abpa.org

REGION 5
Colorado
Utah

$15.00
12.00

REGION 6
Arizona
Central Coast
Central Valley California
Hawaii
Silver State
Southern California

$20.00
10.00
10.00
23.00
23.00
15.00

REGION 7
Oregon
SRC4

$20.00
20.00

REGION 9 (USD)
REGION 10
REGION 11
Indiana BPA
Michigan
Northern Illinois

$25.00
40.00
23.00

REGION 12
Eastern Nebraska

$10.00

REGION 8 (USD)

09.2020

