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September 23rd Free Hands On
Registration for the September 23rd Free Hands On class MUST be done by email to
F.baird@att.net
Do NOT call any of the phone numbers for Fred, Troy, or BAC-FLO Unlimited.
See the front page of the August 2020 edition of the Newsletter for your
requirements and responsibilities as a student in the Free Hands On class. See
page (5) for FAQ ABOUT THE SEPTEMBER 23 TRAINING SESSION

DO YOU KNOW YOUR GAUGE MODEL NUMBER?
Many testers are listing their model numbers of the Mid-West Backflow Test Gauge simply as MidWest 845. That is not a correct model number because there is no Mid-West 845. Mid-West
Instrument currently manufactures several different model numbers such as an 845-2, a two valve
test kit, which is verry rare, an 845-3, which is a three (3) valve test kit, and an 845-5, which is a
five (5) valve test kit, the most popular model. They also manufacture a Mid-West 835, which is an
845-5 mounted in the original hard case of the model 830 for those who prefer the original hard
case. Another model is the Mid-West 847 with a 270 degree dial, which is not a popular model and
very few have been manufactured. The Mid-West 830 is aslo still manufactured. There are a few
very old obsolete models, not listed above, out there that have not died yet.
Mid-West Instrument also private labels their gauges, primarily the model 845-3 and 845-5, to
companies like Bac-Flo Unlimited, Wilkins, Apollo Conbraco, Longhorn Irrigation, and several other
companies. Each of these companies have their own specific Model number for their gauges. It is
very important to know the model number of your gauge and use the proper model number on all
documents, including all Test & Maintenance forms. If you are not sure what your model number
is, look at the model number label on your gauge if it is legible, or your Gauge Certification
document, to see the listed model number. The model number for all purple gauges with the
purple decal under the lens will have –RC or –NP added to the original model number. If the decal
has RECYCLE, the model number will have –RC and if the decal has NON-POTABLE, the model
number will have –NP added. They are both the same.
The serial number on ALL Mid-West gauges and Mid-West private labeled gauges will be on the
face of the dial under the lens. The number on the label on the back of the gauge is an SO# which
is the Sales Order number and NOT the Serial Number.

Chapter Gauge Testing During COVID-19
See Page (6) for Gauge Testing Rules

September Meeting - CANCELED

Meeting September Agenda CANCELED

Meetings of the San Antonio Chapter ABPA
are usually held the second Thursday of every
month except December. Dinner and
refreshments are served at 6:00 p.m. sharp
with the meeting starting at 6:30. The next
meeting is:

5:00 p.m.

General discussion and quorum
confirmation

5:15 p.m.

Call Meeting to order.

5:16 p.m.

Secretary’s Report. Read and approve the
minutes of the previous meeting.

5:20 p.m.

Treasurer’s Report. Discussion and
approval of the treasurer’s report.

5:25 p.m.

Supply Officer’s Report

5:30 p.m.

Vice President’s, Directors’, and any other
reports for the good of the chapter.
Comments, new business, any discussion.

5:40 p.m.

Training Report. Training & Meal Sponsors

5:45 p.m.

Webmaster Report

5:50 p.m.

President’s Report. New & old business

6:00 p.m.

Meal is served.

6:30 p.m.

General Membership Meeting

Date:

CANCELED

Time:

CANCELED

Location: CANCELED
Program: CANCELED
Meal Sponsor: CANCELED

No alcoholic beverages
allowed

1. Gauges to be tested. Carl Michaud- Bill Hamrick
2. First time attendees or visitors (get w/Treasurer
for membership application / info)
3. Irrigator’s Report. Ron Renouf
4. Report from the Directors Meeting. President
5. October meeting election of Officers & Directors
6. City, regional, and national reports. James
Cantrell and any City personnel present
7. Supply Officer Report. Troy Baird
8. Training program for the evening.
9. Raffle prize drawing.

Next Meeting: UNKNOWN

Big Thanks to
Those who had their gauges
tested in August for following
the procedural instructions.

Ongoing Goals of ABPA-SA Chapter
1. Educational Outreach with public by
presenting at PHCC meetings, engineering
firms, schools, and neighborhood
associations. Continuing goal.

Everyone except one picked
up their gauges on Friday and
the one ended up having to
pay the $10 storage fee.

2. Greater use of TCEQ website. Tracking of
CEUs, Services available. Personal
education.
3. Increase member awareness of importance
of chapter meetings. Increase attendance
and public awareness.

Let’s all practice social
distancing so we can get
back to some kind of normal.

4. Increase website resource information.
More detailed links to more information like
TCEQ, COSA, and any place that would be
helpful to our members
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"Direct Talk" by the President
I would like to remind everyone to keep your dues current so you will be eligible for the future free
Hands-On classes when we are able to have meetings to earn our CEUs. Your Board of Directors is
staying in touch via phone conferences to try to decide how and when we can get back together again
for meetings and CEUs. I encourage some of our younger members to give serious thought to joining
the board when we resume meetings.

Joe Fazekas
Here is a good website for emergency information: www.sanantonio.gov/emergency/ Check it out.

Chapter Chatter

Your Socially Acceptable Secretary, Greg Shean

TCEQ Newly Adopted Title 30 Chapter 344 Rules
The Texas Irrigation Association sent an e-mail on July 20th that had a link to the TCEQ Newly
Adopted Title 30 Chapter 344 Rules. These adopted rules were approved by the commission
on July 1st and went into effect on July 23rd. The adopted rules are 21 pages long of the 50
page Texas Register. The new Title 30 Chapter 344, Landscape Irrigation rules start on page
22. “The IAC requested that the commission classify all irrigation systems as health hazards;
eliminate the use of double check valves; add the use of spill resistant vacuum breakers
(SVBs); require that the backflow prevention assemblies be tested after repair, replacement, or
relocation; require the use of in-line filters or strainers as recommended by the manufacturers;
and change the term "backflow prevention devices" to "backflow prevention assemblies."
“The commission adopts the removal of the definition of "Atmospheric Vacuum Breaker" in
§344.1(2). This was requested in the rule petition, because it is no longer a viable form of
backflow prevention for irrigation systems.” Page 23
The commission adopts the amendment of the term "Double check valve" in §344.1(10) to
"Double check valve assembly" to refer to all the parts for the proper operation of the double
check valve assembly. The IAC recommended that this definition be removed and stated it is
not appropriate for use if all landscape irrigation systems were classified as a health hazard.
Stakeholder feedback from other interested parties did not support removal of this definition or
classification of all landscape irrigation systems as a health hazard. Please note that local
programs may elect to restrict usage of these assemblies.
Editorial note: The Irrigation Advisory Council recommended that all irrigation systems be
classified as health hazards. The stakeholder feedback did not support this.
Stakeholder Meeting History: On January 31, 2018 at 8700 Tesoro Dr, 1st floor conference
room, the TCEQ conducted a meeting to request input if irrigation systems should be classified
as high hazard and thus require the use of RP assemblies. The TCEQ staff will review all
comments and propose a rule.
There were two Austin TCEQ folks, two San Antonio TCEQ folks, about 35 attendees, but only
6 signed up to present their arguments. Each presenter was given five minutes. Three
presenters wanted the RP because of “we all know it’s a hazard”, it will create jobs, and the
supply houses will sell a lot of backflow assemblies. There were three for keeping it as is. Dan
Green (President, Texas Irrigation Association) said we need to enforce what we have – only
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licensed installers and testers and annual testing. Scott Halty, SAWS Director of Resource
Protection and Compliance, agreed with Dan but said because there have been no double
check irrigation backflow events, SAWS does not have enough people to ensure all functions
are done and the rest of the backflow program would suffer if the classification were changed.
As your ever so humble secretary, I agreed with Dan and SAWS. As testers, we need
something to convince our customers that this is not just another bureaucratic overreach and
backflow testing is worth the expense.
Scott said Bruce would have been there but he was conducting a dye test. Andrew Wiatreks,
Jim Cantrell’s boss, and Blaire Parker, SAWS Senior Government & External Relations
Coordinator and Water Resources & Governmental Relations director were also there. Larry
Dickinson, Joe Fazekas, and Ben Keckler with Longhorn Irrigation are ABPA-SA chapter
members who also attended.
TCEQ took the stakeholders advice and not the IAC recommendation. Double check
assemblies are okay for residential irrigation as long as there is no OSSF (On Site Sewage
Facility) on the premises, which then requires an RP assembly.
Public Comments starts on page 29 Title 30 Chapter 344 Rules with the TCEQ response for
each comment. Bac-Flo Unlimited and Greg’s Sprinkler Works (that’s me – playing with the big
guys) are mentioned. Very interesting reading as this is only about backflow. The irrigators
have a lot more rules than we do.
Editor’s Opinion: What prompted the TCEQ decision? The Texas legislature wanted DC failure
data to determine the hazard. Apparently nothing substantial was submitted. The other could
be that TCEQ and the water purveyors just don’t have the resources to handle annual testing of
DCs. A three year testing interval would have been nice. The third might have been the voter
who would have to foot the bill for the upgrade. They certainly don’t realize the hazard without
the presentation of any documentation. The TCEQ is certainly not about more parts sales and
jobs.
Something we already knew. AVBs are not testable. Subchapter E, Backflow Prevention and
Cross-connection §344.50, Backflow Prevention Methods. The commission adopted amended
§344.50(b)(4) to replace atmospheric vacuum breakers (AVBs) with SVBs per the IAC's
recommendation. In practice, AVBs are inadequate for backflow prevention on irrigation
systems, because they are not approved with a downstream valve. Currently available sprinkler
heads are equipped with spring loaded shutoff valves to conserve water and AVBs are not
permitted with downstream shutoff valves. Since AVBs cannot be used with a valve
downstream of them, each individual zone would also have to have its own AVB. AVBs must be
installed a minimum of six inches above the highest downstream emission device. These
factors increase the cost and complexity of installation with no appreciable benefit.
Also in another paragraph: The commission adopts amended §344.50(d)(3) to remove the
requirement for the Y-type strainer as the maintenance requirements to periodically clean it did
not make it practical to use. Subsequent paragraphs were renumbered. The commission
adopts amended §344.50(d)(3) to specify that there must be clearance around the assembly to
facilitate testing.
Want more info? Google: Texas TCEQ chapter 344. I am now sleeping better as sanity does
exist, sometimes even in Austin. Thank you TCEQ.
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Due to COVID-19 canceled meetings, there are no Meeting Minutes to report.

Read the front page of the August 2020 Newsletter for your
Personal Hands-On responsibilities

The next Hands-On training will be September 23, 2020
Each member is responsible for themselves – Know where you stand
FAQ ABOUT THE SEPTEMBER 23 TRAINING SESSION
DUE TO COVID-19 ALL attendees MUST bring their own Hand Sanitizer and a
couple pair of disposable gloves. ALL attendees will have temperature checks
and wear a mask during the entire class. See additional rules page 1.
Who needs to attend: If your BPAT license expires before October 1, 2021, you
need to attend the September 23rd Training Session if you need your 8 hours of
hands-on training.
How do I know if I need the hands-on training: Go to www.abpa-sa.org and click
on “Resources”, then click on “CEU Hours” to look up your license information to see
if you need the 8 hours hands-on training.
Who is eligible to attend: Only ABPA-SA members in good standing who have
attended at least 5 meetings per year in 2018, 2019 and at least 5 meetings from July
2019 thru March 2020 and who have earned 16 CEU hours at ABPA Chapter
meetings may attend. CEUs earned at Conferences and other venues will not be
counted toward the 16 hours required for the FREE Hands-On training. If you are
short the required hours due to Covid-19, confirm eligibility by email. See below: How
do I register for Hands-On Training.
What does it cost: Fred and Troy Baird of Bac-Flo® Unlimited, Inc. donate their time
and talents each year to the members of ABPA-SA to provide FREE training.
How long is the class: The class is 8 hours from 8:00am to 5:00pm with an hour for
lunch. Bac-Flo Unlimited will furnish water and Coke. There will be no coffee
provided.
Where do I get lunch: This year, due to COVID-19 everyone will have to furnish
their own lunch.
How do I get CEU hours: Attending ABPA-SA Chapter monthly meetings will
generally earn you at least one and sometimes two CE hours per meeting, depending
on the subject matter. Occasionally a meeting may not qualify for any hours or may
only qualify for one hour.
IMPORTANT: This year, due to COVID-19 there will only be 16 slots available so if
you plan to attend, register early.
How do I register for the Hands-On Training: Provide a printout of your TCEQ
hours to Bac-Flo® Unlimited, Inc. email F.baird@att.net
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(*Buy the popular ‘BAC-FLO-5’ test kit, see course schedule, and much more on our website.
For gauge certifications, call 210-698-0411 for weekly test times in Boerne, TX!)

Gauge Testing Rules Rule #6 is important
1. Only gauges that expire before the second Thursday of the following month will be eligible for
testing. That is, if it expires before October 8th you need to get it tested on September 10th.
2. On the second Thursday of the month, take your gauge, less tools, fittings, and hoses to
Bexar Mail Boxes at 2186 Jackson Keller Rd. between 9:30 am and 4:30 pm and leave it
after filling out the ABPA-SA paperwork form. Do NOT remove the bleed hose.
3. IMPORTANT: Provide a cell number in the event you need to be contacted Thursday
after 5:00 pm. Be sure to tell them you are with ABPA-SA for the FREE Gauge Testing.
4. Pick up your gauge, no charge, the next day, on Friday between 9:30 am and 4:30 pm Any
gauge not picked up on Friday will incur a $10 per day storage fee, starting at 5:00 pm
Friday.
5. We will pick up all the gauges at 4:45 pm on Thursday and Bill and I will test them. I will
deliver them back Friday morning when Bexar Mail Boxes opens.
6. Everyone planning on taking a gauge for testing must email me at
carlsbackflow@satx.rr.com and Bill at wlhamrick@peoplepc.com no later than Wednesday
afternoon September 9th.
There will be NO EXCEPTIONS to these rules. Bill and I are doing this to continue providing the
gauge testing benefit of your membership in our ABPA-SA Chapter.

Carl Michaud
Gauge Testing Chairman
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NOW OPEN TO SERVE YOU!

Our Newest
Location!

6017 Randolph Blvd
San Antonio, TX 78233
Toll Free:
(866) 318-0274
Local:
(210) 451-7564
Fax:
(210) 451-0824

San Antonio, Texas

Email:
txinfo@bavco.com
Website:
www.bavco.com

Proudly Serving the Backflow Industry for over 43 years!

WEST COAST
LONG BEACH, CALIFORNIA
Toll Free: (800) 458-3492
Fax: (310) 639-0721
Email: info@bavco.com

CENTRAL
SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS
Toll Free: (866) 318-0274
Fax: (210) 451-0824
Email: txinfo@bavco.com
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EAST COAST
CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA
Toll Free: (844) 202-1618
Fax: (704) 684-0028
Email: ncinfo@bavco.com

ABPA-SA Board of Directors
2019 - 2020
1) President – Joe Fazekas
2) Vice President – Keith Waldrep
3) Treasurer – Jeff Hoffman
4) Secretary – Greg Shean
5) Immediate Past President – Brad Harrell
Special Officers to the Association
6) SGT-AT-ARMS –Jeff Meeks
7) Liaison to SAWS – James Cantrell
8) Public Relations/ Speakers/ Program Topics – Manny Hernandez
9) Gauge Testing and Certification – Carl Michaud
10) Membership – Bill Hamrick
11) Supply Officer – Troy Baird
12) Webmaster – Matthew Wilgen
Directors at Large
Two-year term
1. Fred Baird
2. Timothy Sales
3. Robert Stricker
One year term remaining
4. Bruce Rathburn
5. Ron Renouf
6. Frank Snyder

NOTICE: Mail Address: ABPA-SA - P.O. Box 47820 - San Antonio, TX 78265
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“The Direct Connection” is published monthly
and may be obtained from the www.abpa-sa.org
website. Opinions or facts within “The Direct
Connection” are not necessarily representative of
the opinions of the American Backflow Prevention
Association and may or may not represent an
official policy. Additionally, the opinions or facts of
contributors or advertisers may or may not
represent an official policy.
Published by the ABPA-SA Chapter
Editor: Bill Hamrick
Assistant Editor: Bruce Rathburn
Additional Editors: The entire Membership
For further information about ABPA, contact:
Bruce Rathburn – Past ABPA President
americanbackflowh2o@gmail.com
Troy Baird – ABPA Region 4 Director
troybaird@gvtc.com
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Once again, Ames Knocks Out the Competition!

A

mes delivers the USC approved
12" SilverBullet ™ Series 2000SS
double check assembly offering the
shortest lay length and best performance of any comparable valve on
the market today.

Our 12" SilverBullet ™ is also 50%
lighter than other assemblies saving
you shipping and installation costs,
while providing maximum strength
and long-term protection with full
ASSE, UL, and USC Approvals.
For more information, visit our web site
at: www.amesfirewater.com

12" Now

USC

Approved!

Choose the Champion
EXCELLENCE MATTERS, SPECIFY IT!

13755 Benchmark

Ad-Ames 2000SS_HughCunningham.indd 1

•

Dallas, TX 75234 •

A Watts Water Technologies Company

(972) 852-3477

•

(800) 339-0191

4/21/10 10:06:15 AM

How to join the ABPA-SA Chapter
There are two ways to join the San Antonio Chapter of the American Backflow
Prevention Association.
The easiest way is to go to https://www.abpa.org/page/Join and follow the
instructions to set up your account and present you with an invoice that you can
pay with a credit card on-line or check the box to pay with a check. IMPORTANT
Be sure to select the chapter/s (San Antonio Chapter) you want to join before
selecting the payment method. If you elect to pay with a check, you will be able
to print the invoice so you can send it with your check to the address on the
invoice. If you pay with a credit card on-line, you will be able to print a receipt.
The other way is to print the Membership Application on the next page and send
it to the address at the bottom of the page with your check.

How to renew your ABPA-SA Chapter Membership
There are two ways to renew your San Antonio Chapter membership of the
American Backflow Prevention Association.
The easiest way is to go to https://www.abpa.org/page/RenewNow and sign into
your account and follow the instructions. The program will present you with an
invoice that you can pay with a credit card on-line or check the box to pay with a
check. IMPORTANT Be sure the chapter/s (San Antonio Chapter) is/are
selected you want to renew before selecting the payment method. If you elect to
pay with a check, you will be able to print the invoice so you can send it with your
check to the address on the invoice. If you pay with a credit card on-line, you will
be able to print a receipt.
The other way is to print the Membership Application on the next page and send
it to the address at the bottom of the page with your check.

Thank You for your membership

 US Membership $65
 International Membership $79
 Sustaining Membership $300.00
 New Member
 Renewal - Member #______________

A PPLIC ATION FOR
M EMBERSHIP
To join the American Backflow Prevention Association, simply fill out the
membership application form and mail it with your check to the address listed
below, or if paying by credit card you may fax the completed form to
979.846.7607. Local chapters have additional fees. Below is a listing of
chapters by region. To find out if there is a local chapter in your area, please
review the chapter information on our website at abpa.org or call the National
Office at 979.846.7606. Membership in the Association constitutes paying
National dues.

Sustaining Member:
• Must be a company or organization
• Assign only one person as the member of ABPA
• A Sustaining Member must submit a letter that
designates their Voting Representative.

Please Print Legibly or Type
Mr., Mrs., Ms., etc

First Name

MI

Organization (Agency/Firm)

Last Name (Include suffix)

Department/Division

Title

Address:
City:

State / Prov

Daytime Phone

Zip + 4 Code/Postal Code

Fax

Country

Email

ABPA-SA

$ 60.00

Local Chapter (if joining a local chapter)

Local Dues Amount

Method of Payment



Charge

$ 125.00

to my

 Visa  MasterCard  American Express  Discover  Check  Money Order  Invoice Me

Credit Card Number

Card Expires (MM/YYYY)

Name as it appears on card

Signature

CVC Number

Additional Information
How would you like to receive your
Membership Renewal Invoice Notification?

 Email

 US Mail (Not available for International Membership)

Local Chapter Dues Listed by Region
REGION 1
New England
Rhode Island

$12.00
18.00

REGION 2
Virginia

$25.00

REGION 3
Carolinas
Florida Suncoast
Peach State “1788”
Tennessee

$10.00
12.00
30.00
20.00

REGION 4
Arkansas
Central Texas
Corpus Christi
Lower Rio Grande Valley
North Texas
San Antonio

$10.00
20.00
23.00
25.00
23.00
60.00

Please make checks payable to: ABPA
6672 S 1570 W, West Jordan, UT
(801) 436-7238
Email: membership@abpa.org

REGION 5
Colorado
Southeastern Colorado
Utah

$15.00
15.00
12.00

REGION 9 (USD)
Ontario

$50.00

REGION 10
Wisconsin

$10.00
$ 5.00
25.00
40.00
23.00
10.00
$20.00
10.00
12.00
5.00
8.00

REGION 6
Arizona
Central Coast
Central Valley California
Hawaii
Silver State
Southern California

$20.00
10.00
10.00
23.00
23.00
15.00

REGION 11
Indiana
Indiana BPA
Michigan
Northern Illinois
Ohio

REGION 7
Big Sky
Idaho
Oregon
SRC4

$10.00
10.00
20.00
20.00

REGION 12
Central Missouri
Eastern Nebraska
Heart of America
Panhandle
Western Nebraska

REGION 8 (USD)
BCBPA (British Columbia)

$26.00
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