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Why Backflow Prevention Is Important
The residents in South Austin were told not to drink the water after several people reported
foamy water coming out of their faucets on January 22nd. Until the cause could be traced,
drinking water was then delivered to over 300 homes, several businesses, an office
complex, an apartment building, a church, and a school. The Austin Fire Department had
extinguished a large fire at the Westoak Woods Baptist Church on January 22nd. About two
weeks later, it was later determined that a foam pumper truck had attached to the lead
pumper fighting the fire and pumped foam into the lead truck and also into the fire hydrant
that the lead pumper was connected to. The higher pressure from the foam pumper forced
foam into the fire hydrant and into the public water distribution system.
In the meantime, the water mains were being flushed. The foam is non-toxic and biodegradable but can cause a stomachache. The future prevention of this happening is
solved with a strict policy of never leaving the lead truck connected to the distribution system
while another truck is pumping into the lead truck. A backflow prevention assembly is out of
the question due to the size and weight needed to supply enough water for fighting fires.
This same scenario can happen with many of the lawn irrigation chemical injection systems
that are available today. Their ability to pump chemicals into the irrigation system at a
higher pressure than the local water pressure can backflow the chemicals into the potable
water system if not protected with a properly installed backflow prevention assembly that is
tested annually to ensure it is working properly.

ABPA-SA Member Benefits
 -- Hands-on training course every three years ($100/yr. value)
 -- Annual gauge certification ($65/yr. or $130/yr. value)
 -- TCEQ license credits earned ($187/yr. value)
 -- Monthly meeting meal ($165/yr. value)
 -- State/local updates and valuable knowledge
 -- Support, company recognition
* $515 of yearly benefits for $125 annual membership fee *

March Meeting Details

Meeting March Agenda

Meetings of the San Antonio Chapter ABPA
are usually held the second Thursday of every
month except December. Dinner and
refreshments are served at 6:00 p.m. sharp
with the meeting starting at 6:30. The next
meeting is:

5:00 p.m.

General discussion and quorum
confirmation

5:15 p.m.

Call Meeting to order.

5:16 p.m.

Secretary’s Report. Read and approve the
minutes of the previous meeting.

5:20 p.m.

Treasurer’s Report. Discussion and
approval of the treasurer’s report.

5:25 p.m.

Supply Officer’s Report

5:30 p.m.

Vice President’s, Directors’, and any other
reports for the good of the chapter.
Comments, new business, any discussion.

5:40 p.m.

Training Report. Training & Meal Sponsors

5:45 p.m.

Webmaster Report

5:50 p.m.

President’s Report. New & old business

6:00 p.m.

Meal is served.

6:30 p.m.

General Membership Meeting

Date:

Thursday, March 12, 2020

Time:

5:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.

Location: SAWS Bldg 2 Conference Room
2800 US Hwy 281 North.
Program: Mark Inman - American Backflow
will provide the training on Watts
backflow assemblies
Meal Sponsor: American Backflow Products
Company

No alcoholic beverages
allowed

1. Gauges to be tested. Carl Michaud- Bill Hamrick
2. First time attendees or visitors (get w/Treasurer
for membership application / info)
3. Irrigator’s Report. Ron Renouf
4. Report from the Directors Meeting. President
5. October meeting election of Officers & Directors
6. City, regional, and national reports. James
Cantrell and any City personnel present
7. Supply Officer Report. Troy Baird
8. Training program for the evening.
9. Raffle prize drawing.

Next Meeting: April 9, 2020

Big Thanks to

Ongoing Goals of ABPA-SA Chapter

BAVCO for sponsoring our
meeting and providing our
meal.

1. Educational Outreach with public by
presenting at PHCC meetings, engineering
firms, schools, and neighborhood
associations. Continuing goal.
2. Greater use of TCEQ website. Tracking of
CEUs, Services available. Personal
education.

Jim Purzyki for the training
on “Repairs – Hidden
Knowledge”

3. Increase member awareness of importance
of chapter meetings. Increase attendance
and public awareness.

BAVCO for the $50 Academy
gift card for the monthly
raffle.

4. Increase website resource information.
More detailed links to more information like
TCEQ, COSA, and any place that would be
helpful to our members

2

"Direct Talk" by the President
I would like to remind our members that the SAWS spring bloom event will be held on Saturday,
March 14th from 9 am to 1 pm. It is a free event, open to the general public and our chapter will
have a table next to our SAIA partner. There will be many free items given away and many
inexpensive items that can be purchased. Hope to see our members there.

Joe Fazekas
Here is a good website for emergency information: www.sanantonio.gov/emergency/
Check it out.

Chapter Chatter Plus My Opinions

Greg Shean, Still Secretary,

Presidential Award for Chapter Excellence
Check our ABPA-SA.org website to see how successful we have been. The input on net membership
gain/retention is the first and most important criteria. Without you, we are nothing. Thanks to you, we are
one of the best Chapters in ABPA. Here are the first two PACE membership paragraphs.
I Membership.
I.A. Net membership gain/retention.
The following are for 2019 with 2018 numbers in parentheses. The San Antonio ABPA Chapter had a net
gain of 10, against a net loss of 11 members in 2018. We now have 134 (124) members for the year 2019.
This reverses 12 consecutive years of declining membership from 240 in 2007 to 124 in 2018. We had 23
(6) new members and 13 (17) members not renewing their membership. Based on the TCEQ data-base, all
13 losses still have unexpired backflow licenses. We lost 13 (17) members, probably attributed to our
change in policy in qualifying for Bac-Flo Unlimited’s free hands On Backflow Refresher Training Course
required by Texas Commission on Environmental Quality (TCEQ). The change was from 16 training CEUs
over a three year license renewal period to attending 5 monthly meeting for each of the three previous
years. The problem stemmed from members obtaining 16 CEUs in one year prior to the free training and
then not renewing their chapter membership until the third year when the Hands on was conducted. Twelve
of the 13 had minimal meeting attendance over the last two years and had taken contractor conducted CEU
classes. Five of the 12 lived outside of Bexar County. One retired and had a sterling attendance record at
meetings and ABPA conferences
TCEQ will not pursue high hazard backflows on residential irrigation. They have asked for failure data on
low hazard systems which will take some time to compile. Despite this, it appears that our membership has
at least stabilized from this lack of residential backflow irrigation testing. The San Antonio Water System
(SAWS) Backflow Section has now started sending out letters and enforcement for commercial properties
and homeowners to have their high hazard backflow preventers tested. They also have hired more field
inspectors to verify if a high hazard assembly is needed and to identify the backflow location and
configuration for their database. They have been overwhelmed with processing paper test and
maintenance reports (T&M) and their on-line application for submitting T&Ms had problems; but now has
increased stability and data accuracy. The on-line application will allow SAWS to handle more backflow
T&Ms and expand the T&M testing letter distribution. The prior on-line program had a tendency to make
thousands of assembly records mysteriously disappear and then reappear later.
We have also lost some members because some testers are electing to earn their required CEUs through
correspondence CEU backflow courses instead of through the ABPA-SA Chapter. We are still attracting
younger members, even though backflow testing letters and water purveyor emphasis has been going
down. SAWS also wants to identify all points of connection and are studying ways to enhance the backflow
program for a better relationship between the customer, tester, and purveyor. TCEQ mandated in 2012 that
only backflow CEUs can be given for our monthly meeting training. We understand their position. It now
appears that this no longer discourages meeting attendance.
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MINUTES
SAN ANTONIO CHAPTER–ABPA
GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING
Thursday, February 13, 2020
Joe Fazekas – President, opened the San Antonio Chapter–ABPA General membership meeting starting at
6.36 pm, in the Tower 2 Conference Room at SAWS HQ
EXECUTIVE OFFICERS – PRESENT
Joe Fazekas – President
Keith Waldrep – Vice President
Brad Harrell – Past President
Greg Shean – Secretary
Jeff Hoffman – Treasurer
OFFICERS SPECIAL TO THE CHAPTER –
PRESENT
Carl Michaud – Gauge Testing and Certification
Troy Baird – Supply Officer
Bill Hamrick – Membership
Jeff Meeks – Sgt. At Arms
Matthew Wilgen– Webmaster
Manny Hernandez – Public Relations/ Speakers/
Program Topics

DIRECTORS AT LARGE – PRESENT
Ron Renouf
Robert Stricker
Fred Baird

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS – ABSENT

OFFICERS SPECIAL TO THE CHAPTER –
ABSENT
Jim Cantrell – Liaison to SAWS

DIRECTORS AT LARGE – ABSENT
Gene Hinojosa
Timothy Sales
Frank Snyder
Bruce Rathburn
GUESTS PRESENT: Jim Purzycki and Ron
Chapman, BAVCO

Agenda item #1. First Time Attendees and Guests: No newcomers. INFO.
Agenda Item #2. Secretary’s Report: The January minutes were in the February newsletter. Robert made
a motion to accept the minutes. Passed. INFO.
Agenda Item #3. Treasurer Report: Reports are only given quarterly. INFO.
Agenda Item #4. New Caterer: Jeff reported that he is still working with our new caterer, True Flavors, on
the menu and cost. INFO.
Agenda Item #5. Supply Officer’s Report: Troy has received 96 more caps as inventory was down to four.
Caps are $10 each. INFO.
Agenda Item #6. Meal Sponsor: BAVCO will sponsor a meal of ziti macaroni, garlic bread sticks, cooked
vegetables, cookies, and tea. INFO.
Agenda Item #7. Raffle: BAVCO provided a $50 Academy gift card. BAVCO also donated two items for
the November meeting raffle. INFO.
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Agenda Item #8. South Texas Irrigation and Landscape Expo (STILE): STILE is scheduled for February
29th at SAWS from 8 AM to 5 PM. Non SAIA members can attend for $10 which covers the cost of the
meals. There will be 22 tables and CEU classes for irrigation. It will be held as SAWS for the first time.
INFO.
Agenda Item #9. Spring Bloom: Jeff reported that it will be on March 14th at SAWS. INFO.
Agenda Item #10. Home and Garden Show: The show dates are the weekend of October 9th, 10th and
11th. INFO.
Agenda Item #11. TCEQ: TCEQ has proposed a rule to move all irrigation systems to high hazard.
Comments must be received by March 3rd on http://www.tceq.texas.gov/rules/prop.html
There was discussion about having more periodic testing. Rules do not have to go through the legislation
process. Laws go through legislation where the legislators vote for any law changes. Since It cannot be
determined when the double check fails without testing, it needs annual testing like the reduce pressure
assembly. Only two states still allow double checks on lawn irrigation. INFO.
Agenda Item #12. SAWS: Anthony reported that SAWS sent out letters notifying all customers that
backflow test reports needed to be submitted by June 30th. The phones have been quiet. The next SAWS
WebApp class is on the 25th of February. Robert said the app should keep the testers T&M comment info
from year to year to assist the tester, especially regarding backflow location. INFO.
Agenda Item #13: Converse T&M Reports: A tester said the entire Converse T&M must be written in blue
ink and turned in. TCEQ can also ask for blue ink. INFO.
Agenda Item #14. PHCC Clay Shoot: This year’s shoot will be on March 5th at the National Shooting
complex on Culebra. Cost is $15 for the Arcadian fried fish lunch with the PHCC meeting which starts at 11
AM. Competition starts after the meeting. Jeff Hoffman made an impassioned plea for the chapter to field a
team of 4 at $135 per shooter. We need to show more support for the PHCC. Greg will be making chili con
queso with chips and fixing starting about 2 PM. Raffle information is on the PHCC website. Jeff and Brad
will shoot. INFO.
Agenda Item #15. Property Manager Training: Joe said he needed to get a “canned speech” to give to
five homeowner association management companies. Each manager has about 15 properties. Joe said
that this is to “preach the word.” OPEN
Agenda Item #16. Attendance Committee: Jeff said we need an Attendance Committee comprised of
board members to determine how to increase membership and meeting attendance. Bill will head and
Bruce said he will help out. OPEN.
Agenda Item #17. Hands on Training: Jeff suggested that only four meetings in one year could be an
exception if six were attended the following year. The current rules require a tester to attend a minimum of
five meetings per year for 3 years. There are 11 meetings per year. INFO.
Agenda Item #18. Monthly Meeting Location: Bruce said we need to create a committee of six to explore
other places to have our monthly meetings. There was no response. The SAIA has negotiated with the
Embassy Suites to continue having their monthly meetings there. We are at SAWS on a month to month
basis. Joe to check costs and options Alamo Café at the Blanco BBQ. OPEN.
Agenda Item #19. Newsletter: Bill asked who gets the e-mailed newsletter at home. If you do not get it at
home, because your employer is paying for your membership, give Bill your home e-mail so you can also
get it at home. INFO.
Agenda Item #20. COSA Plumbing Inspections. David Rhode reported that COSA does not require a
yearly T&M as they use the SAWS T&M form for their initial test report. INFO.

5

Agenda Item #21. Training. Fred Baird introduced Jim who started BAVCO in 1977. At that time,
he had the only parts house in the United States. Fred said he relied on him for issues and problems.
Fred formed the SAWS backflow program in the early 1970’s. In 1979 Jim formed first backflow association
to help those who struggled with repair. This was before the ABPA was even formed. Since 1985, Jim has
conducted repair seminars at the ABPA annual national conferences. Jim Purzycki’s presentation is on:
Repairs Hidden Knowledge

Why repair a backflow assembly when the salesman said it will last forever although it is cheaper
to repair than replace. You have to test it to know what is wrong that leads to a conclusion and
the truth. Testing generates a symptom at one point in space and time. Values are compared to
the arbitrary minimum values of 1.0, 5.0 and 2.0 PSID. 15% of all assemblies fall below the
minimum values. Repairs should last 6 years. To get to full 6 years, need to return to the
maximum, as on the original factory flow charts, and not the arbitrary minimum values. An
assembly can have five diseases: materials, rubber, guides, seats, and force. Jim said he couldn’t
go through all 5 tonight but the most problematic is the guide.
The guide directs or steadies the motion of the check valve. Jim showed pictures of one, two, and three
guide assemblies. He explained how each one works – slide, hinge, or pivot guide and each of their
mechanical advantages. The guide assures proper application force at the closing point.
Rubber is the next most important. Jim explained how rubber is made. Discs can be cut or molded. USC
approval requires original recipe which is a manufacturer’s secret. Jim compared the black and red silicon
characteristics of open versus closed cell, memory, cycle, and durability and which one works best in what
backflow assembly. Black discs are more common. Silicon is less durable but is used where chlorine is
present. Chlorine eats black rubbers open structure. Silicon is sealed. Black is better for the memory
coefficient. He had many examples of damaged discs and reviewed how they were probably damaged. It
was very helpful in going from the symptom to the cure. He reviewed the rolling diaphragm and how it relies
on the laws of mechanics in hardness, sharpness of the roll, trip ratio, hybrid balance and size of the
sensing line. He took the mystery out of its construction. He reviewed O-rings versus quad rings and why
they are better than gaskets.
Force was next. A check valve spring is necessary to maintain pressure. Force is pressure over area.
Springs will last life of system. Material – carbon steel (rubber coated – nicks will cause rust). Stainless
steel is preferred. Cylindrical stainless, in compression, is most common. Jim described how they are
formed. Springs are based on performance and not shape. Set by hardness of wire not shape. Hipping
spring is when a spring is kicked out to one side and the wire breaks.
Jim had pictures on what happens when the disc imbeds in the seat when it opens and closes. He showed
the normal position and when backpressure is present to maximum penetration.
He showed pictures on how to remove springs from large checks. In conclusion: Factory parts are more
expensive. Repair to the maximum instead of minimum performance. You are responsible if you install
non-factory parts. Manufacturers have insurance if it is OEM parts. Finally, don’t mess with my drinking
water!!!

Motion to adjourn made by Robert. Passed. Meeting adjourned at 8:15 for the raffle.

Greg Shean, Secretary

FOR SALE Like new BAC-FLO-3 (same as Mid-West 845-3)
backflow test gauge kit. Contact Jordan Martin at 512-619-2309
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(*Buy the popular ‘BAC-FLO-5’ test kit, see course schedule, and much more on our website.
For gauge certifications, call 210-698-0411 for weekly test times in Boerne, TX!)
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ABPA-SA Board of Directors
2019 - 2020
1) President – Joe Fazekas
2) Vice President – Keith Waldrep
3) Treasurer – Jeff Hoffman
4) Secretary – Greg Shean
5) Immediate Past President – Brad Harrell
Special Officers to the Association
6) SGT-AT-ARMS –Jeff Meeks
7) Liaison to SAWS – James Cantrell
8) Public Relations/ Speakers/ Program Topics – Manny Hernandez
9) Gauge Testing and Certification – Carl Michaud
10) Membership – Bill Hamrick
11) Supply Officer – Troy Baird
12) Webmaster – Matthew Wilgen
Directors at Large
Two-year term
1. Fred Baird
2. Timothy Sales
3. Robert Stricker
One year term remaining
4.
5.
6.
7.

Gene Hinojosa
Bruce Rathburn
Ron Renouf
Frank Snyder

NOTICE: Mail Address: ABPA-SA - P.O. Box 47820 - San Antonio, TX 78265
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“The Direct Connection” is published monthly
and may be obtained from the www.abpa-sa.org
website. Opinions or facts within “The Direct
Connection” are not necessarily representative of
the opinions of the American Backflow Prevention
Association and may or may not represent an
official policy. Additionally, the opinions or facts of
contributors or advertisers may or may not
represent an official policy.
Published by the ABPA-SA Chapter
Editor: Bill Hamrick
Assistant Editor: Bruce Rathburn
Additional Editors: The entire Membership
For further information about ABPA, contact:
Bruce Rathburn – Past ABPA President
americanbackflowh2o@gmail.com
Troy Baird – ABPA Region 4 Director
troybaird@gvtc.com
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Once again, Ames Knocks Out the Competition!

A

mes delivers the USC approved
12" SilverBullet ™ Series 2000SS
double check assembly offering the
shortest lay length and best performance of any comparable valve on
the market today.

Our 12" SilverBullet ™ is also 50%
lighter than other assemblies saving
you shipping and installation costs,
while providing maximum strength
and long-term protection with full
ASSE, UL, and USC Approvals.
For more information, visit our web site
at: www.amesfirewater.com

12" Now

USC

Approved!

Choose the Champion
EXCELLENCE MATTERS, SPECIFY IT!

13755 Benchmark

Ad-Ames 2000SS_HughCunningham.indd 1

•

Dallas, TX 75234 •

A Watts Water Technologies Company

(972) 852-3477

•

(800) 339-0191

4/21/10 10:06:15 AM

 US Membership $65
 International Membership $79
 Sustaining Membership $300.00
 New Member
 Renewal - Member #______________

A PPLIC ATION FOR
M EMBERSHIP
To join the American Backflow Prevention Association, simply fill out the
membership application form and mail it with your check to the address listed
below, or if paying by credit card you may fax the completed form to
979.846.7607. Local chapters have additional fees. Below is a listing of
chapters by region. To find out if there is a local chapter in your area, please
review the chapter information on our website at abpa.org or call the National
Office at 979.846.7606. Membership in the Association constitutes paying
National dues.

Sustaining Member:
• Must be a company or organization
• Assign only one person as the member of ABPA
• A Sustaining Member must submit a letter that
designates their Voting Representative.

Please Print Legibly or Type
Mr., Mrs., Ms., etc

First Name

MI

Organization (Agency/Firm)

Last Name (Include suffix)

Department/Division

Title

Address:
City:

State / Prov

Daytime Phone

Zip + 4 Code/Postal Code

Fax

Country

Email

ABPA-SA

$ 60.00

Local Chapter (if joining a local chapter)

Local Dues Amount

Method of Payment



Charge

$ 125.00

to my

 Visa  MasterCard  American Express  Discover  Check  Money Order  Invoice Me

Credit Card Number

Card Expires (MM/YYYY)

Name as it appears on card

Signature

CVC Number

Additional Information
How would you like to receive your
Membership Renewal Invoice Notification?

 Email

 US Mail (Not available for International Membership)

Local Chapter Dues Listed by Region
REGION 1
New England
Rhode Island

$12.00
18.00

REGION 2
Virginia

$25.00

REGION 3
Carolinas
Florida Suncoast
Peach State “1788”
Tennessee

$10.00
12.00
30.00
20.00

REGION 4
Arkansas
Central Texas
Corpus Christi
Lower Rio Grande Valley
North Texas
San Antonio

$10.00
20.00
23.00
25.00
23.00
60.00

Please make checks payable to: ABPA
6672 S 1570 W, West Jordan, UT
(801) 436-7238
Email: membership@abpa.org

REGION 5
Colorado
Southeastern Colorado
Utah

$15.00
15.00
12.00

REGION 9 (USD)
Ontario

$50.00

REGION 10
Wisconsin

$10.00
$ 5.00
25.00
40.00
23.00
10.00
$20.00
10.00
12.00
5.00
8.00

REGION 6
Arizona
Central Coast
Central Valley California
Hawaii
Silver State
Southern California

$20.00
10.00
10.00
23.00
23.00
15.00

REGION 11
Indiana
Indiana BPA
Michigan
Northern Illinois
Ohio

REGION 7
Big Sky
Idaho
Oregon
SRC4

$10.00
10.00
20.00
20.00

REGION 12
Central Missouri
Eastern Nebraska
Heart of America
Panhandle
Western Nebraska

REGION 8 (USD)
BCBPA (British Columbia)

$26.00

11.2019

