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CDA Position Statement on Coronavirus (COVID-19)
Pandemic
In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, Copper Development Association (CDA)
developed the following position statement to address an influx of inquiries from
the media and external stakeholders.
1. Media reports and public inquiries to CDA have noted several independent studies reporting
antimicrobial efficacy of uncoated copper and copper alloy surfaces against human pathogens,
including one strain of coronavirus (HuCoV-229E) reported in mBio by Warnes et al (citation:
https://doi.org/10.1128/mBio.01697-15).
2. There also has been widespread media coverage of a recent U.S. government-funded study
conducted by researchers at the National Institutes of Health and the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC) reporting that the SARS-CoV-2 virus, which causes the disease COVID-19,
remained viable for up to 2 to 3 days on plastic and stainless steel surfaces vs. up to 4 hours on
copper (citation: https://www.nejm.org/doi/10.1056/NEJMc2004973).
Cont. Page 7

Chapter Gauge Testing During COVID-19
All members should have received an email in the past about these rules for gauge testing.
1. Only gauges that expire before the second Thursday of the following month will be eligible for
testing. That is, if it expires before July 9th you need to get it tested on June 11th.
2. On the second Thursday of the month, take your gauge, less tools, fittings, and hoses to
Bexar Mail Boxes at 2186 Jackson Keller Rd. between 9:30 am and 4:30 pm and leave it after
filling out the ABPA-SA paperwork form.
3. IMPORTANT: Provide a cell number in the event you need to be contacted Thursday after
5:00 pm. Be sure to tell them you are with ABPA-SA for the FREE Gauge Testing.
4. Pick up your gauge, no charge, the next day, on Friday between 9:30 am and 4:30 pm Any
gauge not picked up on Friday will incur a $10 per day storage fee, starting at 5:00 pm
Friday.
5. We will pick up all the gauges at 4:45 pm on Thursday and Bill and I will test them. I will deliver
them back Friday morning when Bexar Mail Boxes opens.
6. Everyone planning on taking a gauge for testing must email me at
carlsbackflow@satx.rr.com and Bill at wlhamrick@peoplepc.com no later than Wednesday
afternoon June 10th.
There will be NO EXCEPTIONS to these rules. Bill and I are doing this to continue providing the gauge
testing benefit of your membership in our ABPA-SA Chapter.
Carl Michaud
Gauge Testing Chairman

June Meeting Details

Meeting June Agenda CANCELED

Meetings of the San Antonio Chapter ABPA
are usually held the second Thursday of every
month except December. Dinner and
refreshments are served at 6:00 p.m. sharp
with the meeting starting at 6:30. The next
meeting is:

5:00 p.m.

General discussion and quorum
confirmation

5:15 p.m.

Call Meeting to order.

5:16 p.m.

Secretary’s Report. Read and approve the
minutes of the previous meeting.

5:20 p.m.

Treasurer’s Report. Discussion and
approval of the treasurer’s report.

5:25 p.m.

Supply Officer’s Report

5:30 p.m.

Vice President’s, Directors’, and any other
reports for the good of the chapter.
Comments, new business, any discussion.

5:40 p.m.

Training Report. Training & Meal Sponsors

5:45 p.m.

Webmaster Report

5:50 p.m.

President’s Report. New & old business

6:00 p.m.

Meal is served.

6:30 p.m.

General Membership Meeting

Date:

CANCELED

Time:

CANCELED

Location: CANCELED
Program: CANCELED
Meal Sponsor: CANCELED

No alcoholic beverages
allowed

1. Gauges to be tested. Carl Michaud- Bill Hamrick
2. First time attendees or visitors (get w/Treasurer
for membership application / info)
3. Irrigator’s Report. Ron Renouf
4. Report from the Directors Meeting. President
5. October meeting election of Officers & Directors
6. City, regional, and national reports. James
Cantrell and any City personnel present
7. Supply Officer Report. Troy Baird
8. Training program for the evening.
9. Raffle prize drawing.

Next Meeting: UNKNOWN

Big Thanks to
Those who had their gauges
tested in May for following
the procedural instructions.

Ongoing Goals of ABPA-SA Chapter
1. Educational Outreach with public by
presenting at PHCC meetings, engineering
firms, schools, and neighborhood
associations. Continuing goal.

Everyone did pick up their
gauges on Friday so no
storage fees were assessed.

2. Greater use of TCEQ website. Tracking of
CEUs, Services available. Personal
education.

Let’s all practice social
distancing so we can get
back so some kind of normal.

3. Increase member awareness of importance
of chapter meetings. Increase attendance
and public awareness.
4. Increase website resource information.
More detailed links to more information like
TCEQ, COSA, and any place that would be
helpful to our members
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"Direct Talk" by the President
Congratulations to Greg Shean, our secretary, and Troy Baird, our Region 4 Director, for receiving
the Gold Eagle Award this year from ABPA National. I also congratulate Bill Hamrick for receiving
the ABPA Outstanding Committee Chairperson Award this year. Our very own Frank Snyder was
sworn in as President of ABPA National. I am very proud to be the President of the San Antonio
Chapter of ABPA. We are the largest ABPA chapter with the most members who are and have been
a part of ABPA National.

Joe Fazekas
Here is a good website for emergency information: www.sanantonio.gov/emergency/ Check it out.

Chapter Chatter

Plus My Opinions

Secretary, Greg Shean

As Water Flows Through Your Test Gauge, Your Gauge Certification Document Also Flows
Carl gives a copy of the gauge certification documents to one of the SAWS employees attending the
meeting each month when they test gauges at the meeting. The SAWS backflow app will NOT let
you submit a T&M report with an expired gauge certification. The gauge certifications done by Carl
and Bill during the COVID-19 gauge testing, along with any gauges tested by Bill, ATB Services,
Inc., are also submitted to SAWS by email. If you have your gauge certified elsewhere, the tester
must send the certification document to the SAWS Backflow Prevention Section or bring it to the
meeting and give it to a SAWS backflow employee. The tester is responsible for notifying any other
enforcement agency in which they are registered to test backflow preventers.
Some People Must Know, But I Didn’t Know That
My BPAT license was to expire on January 31, 2020 so I renewed it in December 2019. I tried to
sign into the SAWS app after January and discovered that I could not get into the app. I called
Patricia Garza at SAWS Backflow Prevention Section and she told me that anytime a tester renews
their BPAT, it is best to scan or image their new license and e-mail or mail it to the SAWS Backflow
Section. TCEQ only notifies the tester, not the enforcement agencies. SAWS keeps a hard copy on
file as well as updating their system to hopefully not interrupt the tester’s workflow. SAWS can only
keep their records updated when testers notify them. I never had to do that before and have no idea
who was watching after me in the past.
Always send in copies of your BPAT license, gauge certification, and driver’s licenses when there is
an address change and/or employment documentation should you change employer because this is
the only way SAWS knows that something is different. SAWS has no way of knowing without the
tester’s help in these matters.
ABPA PACE – Presidents Award for Chapter Excellence
From our May newsletter: The American Backflow Prevention Association-San Antonio Chapter has
once again been awarded the PACE (Presidential Award for Chapter Excellence). ABPA-SA has
won every year since 1999 with the exception of 2001, 2002, and 2003. The majority of these years
our secretary, Greg Shean, has worked hard compiling the necessary information and writing it into a
multi-page document to submit to ABPA each year before the Annual Conference.
Actually, it isn’t that difficult. You sign the attendance. Bill updates his spreadsheet and e-mails it to
me. I massage the spreadsheet and prepare a .txt file to e-mail to TCEQ so you get credit. It all
takes about 30 minutes. From Bill’s spreadsheet I cull out the numbers that you saw in the March
newsletter and check the TCEQ BPAT status for those who are no longer members and those who
have joined. It takes about four hours to put it all together. It’s then e-mailed to Bill, Bruce, and Troy
for review, update, and edit.
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The first three PACE submission paragraphs were in the March newsletter. Here are the next three
which concludes the most important submission part: 1. Membership. Subparagraph 1.A. Yes there
is a 1.B. and C. You just might see them if this virus shut down lasts any longer.
I Membership.
I.A. Net membership gain/retention.
The following are for 2019 with 2018 numbers in parentheses.
We highlight soon-to-lapse and lapsed membership on our meeting sign-in sheets to inform
members so they can bring their dues up-to-date. Our Chapter, with the aid of a couple of members,
provides free annual gauge certification for current members at our monthly meetings. This provides
an incredible convenience and cost savings for our members. The Chapter also provides free meals
and fund raising events to all attendees at the monthly meetings. Our total membership is one of the
largest in the country and comes from San Antonio and surrounding communities. The average
meeting attendance for 2019 was 55 (50), a 10% (2%) increase from the 2018 average. However,
the 2019 average membership attending the monthly meeting was 41% compared to 40% for 2018.
We have a $200 cash drawing at our November meeting, the last meeting of the year, for those with
perfect attendance for the year. Those with only one missed meeting are added to a second drawing
with the winner receiving $100. The chapter meets the second Thursday of each month excluding
December. The Board of Directors has their annual Christmas luncheon in December to discuss the
finances for the past year and the goals of the chapter for the coming year. We use the raffle ticket
sales monies to buy prizes, in addition to prizes donated by many of the local vendors for our annual
November raffle, where all monthly raffle tickets bought throughout the year are combined. One of
our local vendors donated a backflow test gauge kit for the third year in a row as one of the big
prizes.
Of our 134 (124) members, 123 (114) have BPAT licenses, 11 (13) have CSI licenses, 10 (12) have
Water Operator licenses, and 25 (27) have irrigator’s licenses. This despite that we can only give
backflow CEUs for meeting training. There are two members who do not have a backflow license,
but have one of the other licenses. There are four contractor technical representatives who do not
have backflow licenses but contribute to the technical discussion. One of these arranges all of our
training presentations. TCEQ requires approved water related work experience before allowing a
person to obtain a backflow license. We have eight such members who are working to obtain the
experience. We understand why TCEQ wants to maintain CEU credibility by allowing only backflow
CEUs for our monthly meeting training. We still have a steady number of members with other than
backflow licenses. CEUs are awarded based on the quality and length of the training. Still,
members attend, which testifies to the value of our meetings.
No other events to Chatter about so, let’s do the PHCC Clay Shoot from a shooter’s perspective.
Bruce Rathburn provided this input:
According to Bruce Rathburn, “Great time had by all.” Of course, Bruce is easily amused and he
amuses others. After a short PHCC meeting and an Arcadiana fried fish lunch, which comes with
the price of admission, the teams headed out to their first station. Bruce said he got lazy this year so
he and Jeff Hoffman took the UTV to haul ABPA-SA shooting team around. However, Brad and
Travis Reynolds, the NIBCO sales manager, decided to walk the stations. This may have attributed
to the team’s lower score with them being out of breath arriving at the next station to shoot. The
team scored very respectably, 19 out of 30, without our ringer, Ron Renouf, who was out of town,
and Fallon Foster who shot for George’s Plumbing. The April newsletter described the after shooting
event. According to Bruce he had “some of the best nachos ever, chip, dip, and chew, with ice cold
adult beverage. What more could you ask for?” The evidence is in the pictures. Can you imagine
Bruce saying “In a heavy discussion, the team has agreed to at least practice once or twice before
the shoot to see if we can move up in the standings.” Bruce’s nickname is “Quick Draw” but nothing
about his shooting performance was given.
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Due to COVID-19 canceled meetings, there are no Meeting Minutes to report.
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(*Buy the popular ‘BAC-FLO-5’ test kit, see course schedule, and much more on our website.
For gauge certifications, call 210-698-0411 for weekly test times in Boerne, TX!)
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CDA Position Statement Cont. from page 1
3. All antimicrobial products marketed and sold in the U.S. are regulated by the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to ensure the products are safe to
use, and that advertising claims about protecting public health, and efficacy
against specific pathogens, are supported by rigorous testing under EPAapproved protocols.
4. Copper alloy materials are registered by EPA (Reg. Nos. 82012-1 to 6) to
make public health claims against six specific bacteria* (e.g. continuously kills
>99.9% of MRSA within 2 hours of contact between routine cleanings).
Considering the limited evidence against SARS-CoV-2 referenced above,
further testing would be required to assess the effectiveness of copper
surfaces, and to support EPA-registered product label claims against SARSCoV-2.
5. CDA is committed to fulfilling its EPA-mandated Stewardship obligations
established to convey accurate information to the public and the infection
control community about the efficacy and proper use and care of copper alloy
materials. Copper surfaces are a supplement to and not a substitute for
standard infection control practices.
6. CDA is committed to supporting the appropriate government agencies and
public health officials that express interest in evaluating the potential for copper
alloy surfaces to supplement first-line defense measures against COVID-19
including social distancing, practicing proper hand hygiene and routine
cleaning of frequently touched surfaces with EPA-registered disinfectants.
7. For more information on the antimicrobial properties of copper alloys and EPA
registration, visit: www.copperalloystewardship.com.
*Laboratory testing shows that, when cleaned regularly, uncoated copper alloy
surfaces kill >99.9% of the following bacteria within 2 hours of exposure:
MRSA, VRE, Staphylococcus aureus, Enterobacter aerogenes, Pseudomonas
aeruginosa, and E. coli O157:H7. Copper surfaces are a supplement to and
not a substitute for standard infection control practices and have been shown
to reduce microbial contamination, but do not necessarily prevent cross
contamination or infections; users must continue to follow all current infection
control practices.

This article was copied from:
https://www.copper.org/applications/antimicrobial/COVID-19.html
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ABPA-SA Board of Directors
2019 - 2020
1) President – Joe Fazekas
2) Vice President – Keith Waldrep
3) Treasurer – Jeff Hoffman
4) Secretary – Greg Shean
5) Immediate Past President – Brad Harrell
Special Officers to the Association
6) SGT-AT-ARMS –Jeff Meeks
7) Liaison to SAWS – James Cantrell
8) Public Relations/ Speakers/ Program Topics – Manny Hernandez
9) Gauge Testing and Certification – Carl Michaud
10) Membership – Bill Hamrick
11) Supply Officer – Troy Baird
12) Webmaster – Matthew Wilgen
Directors at Large
Two-year term
1. Fred Baird
2. Timothy Sales
3. Robert Stricker
One year term remaining
4.
5.
6.
7.

Gene Hinojosa
Bruce Rathburn
Ron Renouf
Frank Snyder

NOTICE: Mail Address: ABPA-SA - P.O. Box 47820 - San Antonio, TX 78265
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“The Direct Connection” is published monthly
and may be obtained from the www.abpa-sa.org
website. Opinions or facts within “The Direct
Connection” are not necessarily representative of
the opinions of the American Backflow Prevention
Association and may or may not represent an
official policy. Additionally, the opinions or facts of
contributors or advertisers may or may not
represent an official policy.
Published by the ABPA-SA Chapter
Editor: Bill Hamrick
Assistant Editor: Bruce Rathburn
Additional Editors: The entire Membership
For further information about ABPA, contact:
Bruce Rathburn – Past ABPA President
americanbackflowh2o@gmail.com
Troy Baird – ABPA Region 4 Director
troybaird@gvtc.com
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Safety Isn’t Just Skin Deep...
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Specify Superior Backflow Protection from Watts
When it comes to protecting the health and safety of people, why choose anything but the best?
The Watts SilverEagleTM Series backflow assemblies incorporate the latest design features to protect against contamination at health hazard cross-connections. The SilverEagle series is the
most compact, the lightest and offers the most flexibility of any backflow assembly in the
industry. Specify the valve with safety at its core!
For additional information, visit our
website at watts.com

13755 Benchmark • Dallas, TX 75234 •

(972) 852-3477 • (800) 339-0191

 US Membership $65
 International Membership $79
 Sustaining Membership $300.00
 New Member
 Renewal - Member #______________

A PPLIC ATION FOR
M EMBERSHIP
To join the American Backflow Prevention Association, simply fill out the
membership application form and mail it with your check to the address listed
below, or if paying by credit card you may fax the completed form to
979.846.7607. Local chapters have additional fees. Below is a listing of
chapters by region. To find out if there is a local chapter in your area, please
review the chapter information on our website at abpa.org or call the National
Office at 979.846.7606. Membership in the Association constitutes paying
National dues.

Sustaining Member:
• Must be a company or organization
• Assign only one person as the member of ABPA
• A Sustaining Member must submit a letter that
designates their Voting Representative.

Please Print Legibly or Type
Mr., Mrs., Ms., etc

First Name

MI

Organization (Agency/Firm)

Last Name (Include suffix)

Department/Division

Title

Address:
City:

State / Prov

Daytime Phone

Zip + 4 Code/Postal Code

Fax

Country

Email

ABPA-SA

$ 60.00

Local Chapter (if joining a local chapter)

Local Dues Amount

Method of Payment



Charge

$ 125.00

to my

 Visa  MasterCard  American Express  Discover  Check  Money Order  Invoice Me

Credit Card Number

Card Expires (MM/YYYY)

Name as it appears on card

Signature

CVC Number

Additional Information
How would you like to receive your
Membership Renewal Invoice Notification?

 Email

 US Mail (Not available for International Membership)

Local Chapter Dues Listed by Region
REGION 1
New England
Rhode Island

$12.00
18.00

REGION 2
Virginia

$25.00

REGION 3
Carolinas
Florida Suncoast
Peach State “1788”
Tennessee

$10.00
12.00
30.00
20.00

REGION 4
Arkansas
Central Texas
Corpus Christi
Lower Rio Grande Valley
North Texas
San Antonio

$10.00
20.00
23.00
25.00
23.00
60.00

Please make checks payable to: ABPA
6672 S 1570 W, West Jordan, UT
(801) 436-7238
Email: membership@abpa.org

REGION 5
Colorado
Southeastern Colorado
Utah

$15.00
15.00
12.00

REGION 9 (USD)
Ontario

$50.00

REGION 10
Wisconsin

$10.00
$ 5.00
25.00
40.00
23.00
10.00
$20.00
10.00
12.00
5.00
8.00

REGION 6
Arizona
Central Coast
Central Valley California
Hawaii
Silver State
Southern California

$20.00
10.00
10.00
23.00
23.00
15.00

REGION 11
Indiana
Indiana BPA
Michigan
Northern Illinois
Ohio

REGION 7
Big Sky
Idaho
Oregon
SRC4

$10.00
10.00
20.00
20.00

REGION 12
Central Missouri
Eastern Nebraska
Heart of America
Panhandle
Western Nebraska

REGION 8 (USD)
BCBPA (British Columbia)

$26.00

11.2019

