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Bac-Flo Unlimited, Inc.
Conducting Courses – Contending With Virus Protection
Bac-Flo Unlimited, Inc. stopped conducting all Backflow Training Courses from March through
May. We resumed conducting courses in June with the following Virus Protection Procedures in
place. Basic course size is being limited to 16 students to accommodate spacing. Entire course is
conducted in our open shop and outside.
-------------------------Course Rules ------------------------------------------- -Student Reads and Signs Statement regarding Covid-19 contact and exposure prior
to entering course facility
 -Temperature taken
 Bottoms of Shoes Sprayed (sanitized)
 Mask Required except when seated or greater than 6’ apart
 -Students Chair is Numbered and Student will only use that chair
 -Each Student will be assigned to their own 4 BFPA’s
 -Each Student will be using a dedicated gauge assigned to them
 -Each Student will have their own test station and equipment
 -All spacing between students will be maintained at 6’ or greater
 -Chewing tobacco on our site is not permitted
 -Hands are required to be washed/sanitized prior to using restroom and upon
leaving restroom – sanitation stations provide
 Restrooms are monitored and sanitized periodically throughout day
Attending Bac-Flo Unlimited’s Course is a personal decision that the student will make,
based upon their own health consideration. They will abide by OSHA and CDC requirements for
social distancing, personal hygiene, disinfection of tools and spaces, etc. If the student feels safer
cancelling, then that is what we encourage the student to do. Students are taking a risk when
they go outside during Covid-19. It is the student’s choice.

More 2020 Hands-On Class Information
See Page 5

Chapter Gauge Testing During COVID-19
See Page 6 for Gauge Testing Rules

August Meeting - CANCELED

Meeting August Agenda CANCELED

Meetings of the San Antonio Chapter ABPA
are usually held the second Thursday of every
month except December. Dinner and
refreshments are served at 6:00 p.m. sharp
with the meeting starting at 6:30. The next
meeting is:

5:00 p.m.

General discussion and quorum
confirmation

5:15 p.m.

Call Meeting to order.

5:16 p.m.

Secretary’s Report. Read and approve the
minutes of the previous meeting.

5:20 p.m.

Treasurer’s Report. Discussion and
approval of the treasurer’s report.

5:25 p.m.

Supply Officer’s Report

5:30 p.m.

Vice President’s, Directors’, and any other
reports for the good of the chapter.
Comments, new business, any discussion.

5:40 p.m.

Training Report. Training & Meal Sponsors

5:45 p.m.

Webmaster Report

5:50 p.m.

President’s Report. New & old business

6:00 p.m.

Meal is served.

6:30 p.m.

General Membership Meeting

Date:

CANCELED

Time:

CANCELED

Location: CANCELED
Program: CANCELED
Meal Sponsor: CANCELED

No alcoholic beverages
allowed

1. Gauges to be tested. Carl Michaud- Bill Hamrick
2. First time attendees or visitors (get w/Treasurer
for membership application / info)
3. Irrigator’s Report. Ron Renouf
4. Report from the Directors Meeting. President
5. October meeting election of Officers & Directors
6. City, regional, and national reports. James
Cantrell and any City personnel present
7. Supply Officer Report. Troy Baird
8. Training program for the evening.
9. Raffle prize drawing.

Next Meeting: UNKNOWN

Big Thanks to
Those who had their gauges
tested in July for following
the procedural instructions.

Ongoing Goals of ABPA-SA Chapter
1. Educational Outreach with public by
presenting at PHCC meetings, engineering
firms, schools, and neighborhood
associations. Continuing goal.

Everyone did pick up their
gauges on Friday so no
storage fees were assessed.

2. Greater use of TCEQ website. Tracking of
CEUs, Services available. Personal
education.

Let’s all practice social
distancing so we can get
back to some kind of normal.

3. Increase member awareness of importance
of chapter meetings. Increase attendance
and public awareness.
4. Increase website resource information.
More detailed links to more information like
TCEQ, COSA, and any place that would be
helpful to our members

2

"Direct Talk" by the President
I would like to remind everyone who has not read the Third Quarter Newsletter from ABPA National to
read it. It is available here: https://cdn.ymaws.com/abpa.siteym.com/resource/resmgr/newsletter/3rd_quarter_2020_abpa_newsle.pdf Your Board of Directors is
staying in touch via phone conferences to try and decide how and when we can get back together
again for meetings and CEUs. I would like some of our younger members to give serious thought to
joining the board when we are able to get back together for meetings.

Joe Fazekas
Here is a good website for emergency information: www.sanantonio.gov/emergency/ Check it out.

Chapter Chatter

Your Socially Acceptable Secretary, Greg Shean

Board of Directors Teleconferences
Your Board of Directors has held 3 telecommunication conferences in the last two months. This
is to ensure that business continues, although our monthly meetings have not. Here is a
summary of those audio only meetings.
The BoD agreed that Joe Fazekas will remain as president until we have a physical chapter
meeting. Keith Waldrup will also remain as vice president, Greg Shean as secretary, and Jeff
Hoffman as treasurer.
Joe has been working with Lee Harmon of Associa to create a 30 minute to 1 hour educational
training session. Joe said that the sessions would be pushed into early next year due to
COVID-19.
We will continue to publish the newsletter. The newsletter advertising will continue and we ask
all our members to support our advertisers who are helping us through these difficult times with
their support.
There have been many discussions regarding alternative meeting sites and possible training
CEUs. It was decided that there were no alternative meeting sites where we could safely
conduct monthly meetings like we had at SAWS. This decision honors the current COVID
social meeting restrictions, the buffet meals, and CEU training. The BoD encourages its
members to seek other backflow CEU resources if needed. Remember, for those who have
backflow test gauges, Carl and Bill are still testing gauges each month to help with value for
your membership.
There are no website headers for events pictures such as the Home and Garden Show, PHCC
clay shoot, STILE, fishing trip, or the ABPA national conference. The Home and Garden Show
is still on for September but may be cancelled.
The Chapter Agent, Troy Baird, is creating a folder which contains all the documentation
relating to the necessary annual and periodic filings with the IRS and Texas SOC (Secretary of
State) so there will be nothing overlooked in the future and the BoD will be reminded that their
duty is to also make sure the filings are submitted in a timely manner.

Presidential Award for Chapter Excellence.
This is the third article on our 2020 submission. Membership is our “most important service.”
We did receive a 2020 PACE award. The 2021 narrative will be much shorter with the COVID-
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19 restrictions and lack of a compliant meeting place. However, all other national chapters will
have the same challenge. Please go through our training program as set up by Manny
Hernandez. Manny is not a licensed backflow tester but he’s a pillar that keeps our program
and service to our members going. Note also how far some of these presenters traveled to San
Antonio. Why? Because we have the best chapter in the ABPA and they enjoy our meetings.
1.B. Membership Development Plan.
We continue to expand our training programs with the inclusion of safety programs that have
been integrated into the monthly training sessions that are offered for CEU credits. Our
licensed irrigator membership is still strong even though TCEQ only allows BPAT CEU credit.
Members can earn all 24 CEU hours needed in their three-year license period for renewing by
attending as few as 15 meetings out of a possible 33 meetings plus the 8 hour hands-on,
provided by Fred and Troy Baird of BAC-FLO Unlimited, a TCEQ approved training provider
and chapter members, to any member with at least five meeting attendances each year over
the three year license renewal cycle. Refer to paragraph II.B. Meeting credit last year came
from six trainers outside of Texas, four trainers outside of San Antonio, and none from San
Antonio. This shows the importance of our meetings. Those outside of San Antonio pay their
own travel costs, sponsor the meal, and usually donate to the raffle. The sponsors provided all
of the meals for the year and most of them provided a $50 raffle prize. The following is our 2019
training summary.
January 10, 2019 Ryan Hurst, Fire & Water Group of Hugh M. Cunningham Companies.
Thomas Sullivan, Northeast Regional Sales Manager, and David Christian with Hubbell
Enclosures & Drains provided training on backflow preventer enclosures, certification,
performance requirements, and applications.
February 14, 2019 John DeCell, VEPO, Hockley Texas, provided training on backflow
electronic filing for test and maintenance reports.
March 14, 2019 Brian Fiorisi, Operations manager for Test Gauge & Backflow Supply Inc in
Farmers Branch, Texas provided training on codes and standards.
April 11, 2019 Mark Inman, American Backflow Products in Tallahassee FL provided training
on Backflow Repair Questions and Answers.
May 9, 2019 Todd Havican, National Backflow Sales Manager for Apollo, Charlotte, North
Carolina, provided training on backflow approval authorities, degree of hazard, application,
assemblies, operation, and challenges.
June 13, 2019 Katrina Hamrick, an attorney of council with a Boerne law firm and an adjunct
professor at Schreiner University, provided training on “Woulda, Coulda, Shoulda: What
Backflow Testers Need to Know About Legal Liability”.
July 11, 2019 Ron Chapman, Sterling Heights, Michigan, BAVCO gave a presentation on the
three main test kit components – a gauge with needle valves, a set of fittings, and a set of
hoses with filters. Only with all three pieces can a backflow assembly be properly tested.
August 8, 2019 Greg Whitaker, WWIP, Dallas, Texas, gave training on backflow prevention
assembly design considerations.
September 12, 2019 Cary Wiley, National Sales Manager, Safe-T-Cover, Atlanta, Georgia on
best practices in backflow preventer location and installation for element protection, backflow
discharge, and troubleshooting.
October 10, 2019 Troy Baird, Bac-Flo Unlimited, Boerne, Texas provided training on seven
different backflow preventer applications. The reference was Chapter 8 of the USC manual.
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Troy had pictures of each assembly, good and bad installations, where and how they normally
fail, and testing procedure tips.

Due to COVID-19 canceled meetings, there are no Meeting Minutes to report.

The next Hands-On training will be September 23, 2020
Each member is responsible for themselves – Know where you stand
FAQ ABOUT THE SEPTEMBER 23 TRAINING SESSION
DUE TO COVID-19 ALL attendees MUST bring their own Hand Sanitizer and a
couple pair of disposable gloves. ALL attendees will have temperature checks
and wear a mask during the entire class. See additional rules page 1.
Who needs to attend: If your BPAT license expires before October 1, 2021, you
need to attend the September 23rd Training Session if you need your 8 hours of
hands-on training.
How do I know if I need the hands-on training: Go to www.abpa-sa.org and click
on “Resources”, then click on “CEU Hours” to look up your license information to see
if you need the 8 hours hands-on training.
Who is eligible to attend: Only ABPA-SA members in good standing who have
attended at least 5 meetings per year in 2018, 2019 and at least 5 meetings from July
2019 thru March 2020 and who have earned 16 CEU hours at ABPA Chapter
meetings may attend. CEUs earned at Conferences and other venues will not be
counted toward the 16 hours required for the FREE Hands-On training. If you are
short the required hours due to Covid-19, confirm eligibility by email. See below: How
do I register for Hands-On Training.
What does it cost: Fred and Troy Baird of Bac-Flo® Unlimited, Inc. donate their time
and talents each year to the members of ABPA-SA to provide FREE training.
How long is the class: The class is 8 hours from 8:00am to 5:00pm with an hour for
lunch. Bac-Flo Unlimited will furnish water and Coke. There will be no coffee
provided.
Where do I get lunch: This year, due to COVID-19 everyone will have to furnish
their own lunch.
How do I get CEU hours: Attending ABPA-SA Chapter monthly meetings will
generally earn you at least one and sometimes two CE hours per meeting, depending
on the subject matter. Occasionally a meeting may not qualify for any hours or may
only qualify for one hour.
IMPORTANT: This year, due to COVID-19 there will only be 16 slots available so if
you plan to attend, register early.
How do I register for the Hands-On Training: Provide a printout of your TCEQ
hours to Bac-Flo® Unlimited, Inc. email F.baird@att.net
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(*Buy the popular ‘BAC-FLO-5’ test kit, see course schedule, and much more on our website.
For gauge certifications, call 210-698-0411 for weekly test times in Boerne, TX!)

Gauge Testing Rules Rule #6 is important
1. Only gauges that expire before the second Thursday of the following month will be eligible for
testing. That is, if it expires before September 10th you need to get it tested on August 13th.
2. On the second Thursday of the month, take your gauge, less tools, fittings, and hoses to
Bexar Mail Boxes at 2186 Jackson Keller Rd. between 9:30 am and 4:30 pm and leave it
after filling out the ABPA-SA paperwork form. Do NOT remove the bleed hose.
3. IMPORTANT: Provide a cell number in the event you need to be contacted Thursday
after 5:00 pm. Be sure to tell them you are with ABPA-SA for the FREE Gauge Testing.
4. Pick up your gauge, no charge, the next day, on Friday between 9:30 am and 4:30 pm Any
gauge not picked up on Friday will incur a $10 per day storage fee, starting at 5:00 pm
Friday.
5. We will pick up all the gauges at 4:45 pm on Thursday and Bill and I will test them. I will
deliver them back Friday morning when Bexar Mail Boxes opens.
6. Everyone planning on taking a gauge for testing must email me at
carlsbackflow@satx.rr.com and Bill at wlhamrick@peoplepc.com no later than Wednesday
afternoon August 12th.
There will be NO EXCEPTIONS to these rules. Bill and I are doing this to continue providing the
gauge testing benefit of your membership in our ABPA-SA Chapter.

Carl Michaud
Gauge Testing Chairman
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NOW OPEN TO SERVE YOU!

Our Newest
Location!

6017 Randolph Blvd
San Antonio, TX 78233
Toll Free:
(866) 318-0274
Local:
(210) 451-7564
Fax:
(210) 451-0824

San Antonio, Texas

Email:
txinfo@bavco.com
Website:
www.bavco.com

Proudly Serving the Backflow Industry for over 43 years!

WEST COAST
LONG BEACH, CALIFORNIA
Toll Free: (800) 458-3492
Fax: (310) 639-0721
Email: info@bavco.com

CENTRAL
SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS
Toll Free: (866) 318-0274
Fax: (210) 451-0824
Email: txinfo@bavco.com
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EAST COAST
CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA
Toll Free: (844) 202-1618
Fax: (704) 684-0028
Email: ncinfo@bavco.com

ABPA-SA Board of Directors
2019 - 2020
1) President – Joe Fazekas
2) Vice President – Keith Waldrep
3) Treasurer – Jeff Hoffman
4) Secretary – Greg Shean
5) Immediate Past President – Brad Harrell
Special Officers to the Association
6) SGT-AT-ARMS –Jeff Meeks
7) Liaison to SAWS – James Cantrell
8) Public Relations/ Speakers/ Program Topics – Manny Hernandez
9) Gauge Testing and Certification – Carl Michaud
10) Membership – Bill Hamrick
11) Supply Officer – Troy Baird
12) Webmaster – Matthew Wilgen
Directors at Large
Two-year term
1. Fred Baird
2. Timothy Sales
3. Robert Stricker
One year term remaining
4. Bruce Rathburn
5. Ron Renouf
6. Frank Snyder

NOTICE: Mail Address: ABPA-SA - P.O. Box 47820 - San Antonio, TX 78265
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“The Direct Connection” is published monthly
and may be obtained from the www.abpa-sa.org
website. Opinions or facts within “The Direct
Connection” are not necessarily representative of
the opinions of the American Backflow Prevention
Association and may or may not represent an
official policy. Additionally, the opinions or facts of
contributors or advertisers may or may not
represent an official policy.
Published by the ABPA-SA Chapter
Editor: Bill Hamrick
Assistant Editor: Bruce Rathburn
Additional Editors: The entire Membership
For further information about ABPA, contact:
Bruce Rathburn – Past ABPA President
americanbackflowh2o@gmail.com
Troy Baird – ABPA Region 4 Director
troybaird@gvtc.com
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Safety Isn’t Just Skin Deep...

Corrosion
Resistant
Check Valve
Construction

Single Access
Cover

TM

Top
Mounted
Check
Retainer

Straight Tube
Stainless Steel
Body

Patented
Linkage
Design

Stainless
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Cast Stainless
Steel Body

Torsion
Spring
Design
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Contoured
Check Valve
Opening

Stainless Steel
Relief Valve
Cover Screws
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Pivot
Point

Replaceable
Check Disc
Rubber

Specify Superior Backflow Protection from Watts
When it comes to protecting the health and safety of people, why choose anything but the best?
The Watts SilverEagleTM Series backflow assemblies incorporate the latest design features to protect against contamination at health hazard cross-connections. The SilverEagle series is the
most compact, the lightest and offers the most flexibility of any backflow assembly in the
industry. Specify the valve with safety at its core!
For additional information, visit our
website at watts.com

13755 Benchmark • Dallas, TX 75234 •

(972) 852-3477 • (800) 339-0191

How to join the ABPA-SA Chapter
There are two ways to join the San Antonio Chapter of the American Backflow
Prevention Association.
The easiest way is to go to www.abpa.org , go to the bottom of the home page
and click on “Join Today!” and follow the instructions to set up your account and
then be presented with an invoice that you can pay with a credit card on-line or
check the box to pay with a check. IMPORTANT Be sure to select the chapter/s
(San Antonio Chapter) you want to join before selecting the payment method. If
you elect to pay with a check, you will be able to print the invoice so you can
send it with your check to the address on the invoice. If you pay with a credit
card on-line, you will be able to print a receipt.
The other way is to print the Membership Application on the next page and send
it to the address at the bottom of the page with your check.

How to renew your ABPA-SA Chapter Membership
There are two ways to renew your San Antonio Chapter membership of the
American Backflow Prevention Association.
The easiest way is to go to www.abpa.org , go to the bottom of the home page
and click on “Renew Now!” and sign into your account and follow the instructions.
The program will present you with an invoice that you can pay with a credit card
on-line or check the box to pay with a check. IMPORTANT Be sure the
chapter/s (San Antonio Chapter) is/are selected that you want to renew before
selecting the payment method. If you elect to pay with a check, you will be able
to print the invoice so you can send it with your check to the address on the
invoice. If you pay with a credit card on-line, you will be able to print a receipt.
The other way is to print the Membership Application on the next page and send
it to the address at the bottom of the page with your check.

Thank You for your membership

 US Membership $65
 International Membership $79
 Sustaining Membership $300.00
 New Member
 Renewal - Member #______________

A PPLIC ATION FOR
M EMBERSHIP
To join the American Backflow Prevention Association, simply fill out the
membership application form and mail it with your check to the address listed
below, or if paying by credit card you may fax the completed form to
979.846.7607. Local chapters have additional fees. Below is a listing of
chapters by region. To find out if there is a local chapter in your area, please
review the chapter information on our website at abpa.org or call the National
Office at 979.846.7606. Membership in the Association constitutes paying
National dues.

Sustaining Member:
• Must be a company or organization
• Assign only one person as the member of ABPA
• A Sustaining Member must submit a letter that
designates their Voting Representative.

Please Print Legibly or Type
Mr., Mrs., Ms., etc

First Name

MI

Organization (Agency/Firm)

Last Name (Include suffix)

Department/Division

Title

Address:
City:

State / Prov

Daytime Phone

Zip + 4 Code/Postal Code

Fax

Country

Email

ABPA-SA

$ 60.00

Local Chapter (if joining a local chapter)

Local Dues Amount

Method of Payment



Charge

$ 125.00

to my

 Visa  MasterCard  American Express  Discover  Check  Money Order  Invoice Me

Credit Card Number

Card Expires (MM/YYYY)

Name as it appears on card

Signature

CVC Number

Additional Information
How would you like to receive your
Membership Renewal Invoice Notification?

 Email

 US Mail (Not available for International Membership)

Local Chapter Dues Listed by Region
REGION 1
New England
Rhode Island

$12.00
18.00

REGION 2
Virginia

$25.00

REGION 3
Carolinas
Florida Suncoast
Peach State “1788”
Tennessee

$10.00
12.00
30.00
20.00

REGION 4
Arkansas
Central Texas
Corpus Christi
Lower Rio Grande Valley
North Texas
San Antonio

$10.00
20.00
23.00
25.00
23.00
60.00

Please make checks payable to: ABPA
6672 S 1570 W, West Jordan, UT
(801) 436-7238
Email: membership@abpa.org

REGION 5
Colorado
Southeastern Colorado
Utah

$15.00
15.00
12.00

REGION 9 (USD)
Ontario

$50.00

REGION 10
Wisconsin

$10.00
$ 5.00
25.00
40.00
23.00
10.00
$20.00
10.00
12.00
5.00
8.00

REGION 6
Arizona
Central Coast
Central Valley California
Hawaii
Silver State
Southern California

$20.00
10.00
10.00
23.00
23.00
15.00

REGION 11
Indiana
Indiana BPA
Michigan
Northern Illinois
Ohio

REGION 7
Big Sky
Idaho
Oregon
SRC4

$10.00
10.00
20.00
20.00

REGION 12
Central Missouri
Eastern Nebraska
Heart of America
Panhandle
Western Nebraska

REGION 8 (USD)
BCBPA (British Columbia)

$26.00

11.2019

