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Call 811 for a backflow preventer install?  Certainly! 
 
Backflow preventers – just like the jobs they are used on – come in all shapes and sizes.  That means 
you have to carry a lot of tools in your kit. 
 
Fortunately, there’s one tool you can always carry with you that doesn’t have to go into your tool bag. 
You can carry this one in your head, it won’t ever get your hands dirty, and it’s simple to use. 
 
It’s the number 811. 
 
Wherever you are in the United States, a call to 811 will get underground utilities located for you within 
48 hours of the call being made.  The call, and the subsequent locating, are both free. 
 
A list of nationwide 811 call centers can be found here: www.call811.com 
 
As you prepare to work, just how important is that call to 811?   Here’s the answer -  
 
Nationally, every six minutes an underground utility line of some kind is damaged because 
someone decided to dig without calling 811.  A call to 811 and having lines located brings the 
risk of damage during excavation down to ONE PERCENT. 
 
Once the call is made, within 48 hours you’ll see the marker flags that look like this, or colored spray 
paint on the sidewalk or pavement.  
 

 
  
Each of those colors represented denotes a particular type of utility, as seen in the chart above: 
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April Meeting Details 
 
Meetings of the San Antonio Chapter ABPA 
are usually held the second Thursday of every 
month except December.  Dinner and 
refreshments are served at 6:00 p.m. sharp 
with the meeting starting at 6:30.  The next 
meeting is: 
 
Date: Thursday, April 12, 2018 
 
Time: 5:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. 

 
Location: SAWS Bldg 2   Conference Room 
  2800 US Hwy 281 North. 
 
Program:  To be announced 
 
Meal Sponsor: WWIP 
 
 
 

No alcoholic beverages 
allowed by 

TCEQ 
 
Next Meeting:  May 10, 2018 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Meeting April Agenda 
 
5:00 p.m. General discussion and quorum 

confirmation 
 
5:15 p.m. Call Meeting to order. 
 
5:16 p.m. Secretary’s Report.  Read and approve the 

minutes of the previous meeting.  
 
5:20 p.m. Treasurer’s Report.  Discussion and 

approval of the treasurer’s report. 
 
5:25 p.m. Supply Officer’s Report 
 
5:30 p.m. Vice President’s, Directors, and any other 

reports for the good of the chapter. 
Comments, new business, any discussion. 

 
5:40 p.m. Training Report.  Training & Meal Sponsors 
 
5:45 p.m. Webmaster Report 
 
5:50 p.m. President’s Report.  New & old business 
 
6:00 p.m. Meal is served. 
 
6:30 p.m. General Membership Meeting 
 

1. Gauges to be tested. Carl Michaud- Bill Hamrick 
2. First time attendees or visitors (get w/Jeff 

Hoffman for membership application / info) 
3. Irrigator’s Report.  Ron Renouf 
4. Report from the Directors Meeting.   Brad Harrell 
5. Election of Officers & Directors in October 
6. City, regional, and national reports.  James 

Cantrell and any City personnel present 
7. Supply Officer Report.  Troy Baird 
8. Training program for the evening. 
9. Raffle prize announcement. 

 
Ongoing Goals of ABPA-SA Chapter 

 
1. Educational Outreach with public by 

presenting at PHCC meetings, engineering 
firms, schools, and neighborhood 
associations.  Continuing goal. 

 

2. Greater use of TCEQ website.  Tracking of 
CEUs, Services available.  Personal 
education. 

 

3. Increase member awareness of importance 
of chapter meetings.  Increase attendance 
and public awareness. 

 

4. Increase website resource information. 
More detailed links to more information like 
TCEQ, COSA, and any place that would be 
helpful to our members 

 

Big Thanks to 
 

ABPA-SA for sponsoring the 
March meal and a $50 gift card 
for the raffle drawing.  
 
Bruce Rathburn with American 
Backflow H2o for presenting the 
program on the many types of air
gaps used to protect the potable 
water supply. 
 
Jim Cantrell for providing further 
information about the new T&M 
report forms and the upcoming 
SAWS training for the T&M data 
entry class later in March. 
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"Direct Talk" by the President  
 

The PHCC/ABPA Clay shoot was a success, thanks to all who attended and volunteered. 
I will be attending the ABPA National conference on April 23-25 in Orlando Florida. I look forward 
to the opportunity to attend this event and represent our local chapter. People travel from all over 
the world to attend this conference. I’m sure I’ll learn a lot from the presenters. I hope to see you in 
Orlando! 

Brad Harrell  

 

Here is a good website for emergency information: www.sanantonio.gov/emergency/ Check it out. 
 
 
Chapter Chatter Plus My Opinions    Greg Shean, Secretary 
 
And a Job Well Done 
 

I hear that Anthony Romero did a great job for filling in for Brad who took a seat.  At least, Anthony 
didn’t go through what I did.  Back in 2005, after the National ABPA conference in San Antonio, 
then president, Bruce Pearson, a SAWS backflow type, needed a VP.  He asked for volunteers at 
the monthly meeting.  I was sitting on my hands like everyone else.   About a week later he called 
me about this.  I asked him, “What do I need to do?” “Nothing.”  “Sure, I can do nothing like the rest 
of them.”  He told me to come about an hour early for the directors’ meeting.  That was news to 
me.  A few months later, for the annual elections, I saw my name being nominated for president. I 
asked Bruce, “Why me?”  He replied, “It’s traditional the VP move up to president.”  That “nothing” 
was really turning into something.  Bruce said, since I was a high school math teacher, I could do 
this.  I told him, “I teach the bottom of the math food chain, I don’t know these guys, and I don’t 
have a seating chart.”  He reassured me, “You’ll do fine.”  Bruce knew everyone by his or her first 
name.  The rest is history and I didn’t regret it.  
 

It was Bruce Rathburn who bailed me out during the meetings.  He could speak, and did, for 30 
minutes on any agenda item I sent his way.  Thanks to my Bruce’s. 
 
Let No Good Deed Go Unpunished 
 

Gloria and I were on vacation during the February meeting.  Joe Fazekas, a newly volunteered 
director, volunteered to take notes for me.  He took great notes, typed, and e-mailed them to me. 
What I didn’t tell him was that I’d also be gone in April to a scholarship luncheon at University of 
Portland, Oregon, where I graduated in 1969 in engineering.  And then there’s a nephew’s 
wedding in May who’s taking over the family dairy farm, which has been in the family for over 100 
years, for 150 cows that need milking twice a day – 4 AM and 4 PM.  Then there’s 400 acres of 
land he must cultivate for silage and 100 sheep.   Talk about being married to a job. 
 

Thank you Joe for taking this one and letting an old man get his relaxation. 
 
Meeting Meals 
 

Aramark will continue to provide the excellent meals we enjoy every month at our meetings. Attend 
the April meeting and find out what kind of meal you would be missing by not attending.  Whether 
you need the CEUs or not, you might also learn something new that will help you understand and 
solve some of the repair problems you may have had in the past. 
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MINUTES 
SAN ANTONIO CHAPTER-ABPA 

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
Thursday, March 8, 2018 

 

Anthony Romero – Vice President, presided over and opened the San Antonio Chapter-ABPA 
general meeting starting at 6:33pm, in the Tower 2 Conference Room at HQ SAWS.  
 

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS - PRESENT EXECUTIVE OFFICERS - ABSENT 
Brad Harrell - President Greg Shean – Secretary 
Anthony Romero – Vice President Troy Baird – Past President 
Jeff Hoffman –Treasurer  

OFFICERS SPECIAL TO THE CHAPTER - 
PRESENT 

OFFICERS SPECIAL TO THE CHAPTER - 
ABSENT 

Bill Hamrick - Special Officer to Gauge Testing 
and Certification 

Troy Baird - Supply Officer 

Carl Michaud – Gauge Testing & Certification  
Manny Hernandez – Public Relations/ 
Speakers/ Program Topics 

 

Jeff Meeks - Sgt. At Arms  
Matthew Wilgen – Webmaster  
Jim Cantrell – Liaison to SAWS  

 

DIRECTORS AT LARGE - PRESENT DIRECTORS AT LARGE - ABSENT 
Ron Renouf  Fred Baird 
Bruce Rathburn Robert Stricker  
Carl Michaud Frank Snyder 
Joe Fazekas  
Gene Hinojosa GUESTS PRESENT  None 

 
 Agenda Item #1. Secretary’s Report: The February meeting minutes were in the March 
newsletter.  A motion was made and seconded to accept the minutes.  Passed.  INFO.  
  
Agenda Item #2. Treasure Report: No report as reports are only given quarterly.  INFO. 
 
Agenda Item #3.  Supply Officer Report:  No report as Troy and Fred were in Houston giving a 
backflow class. INFO. 
 
Agenda Item #4. Meal Sponsor: The chapter sponsored the meal of pork spare ribs, creamy 
potato salad, pinto beans, pickles, peppers, sweet and unsweetened tea, and cookies.  Carl said 
that only 55 plates are available and asked that the plates and cups be reused for seconds.  INFO. 
 
Agenda Item #5. Raffle Sponsor:  The chapter provided a $50 gift card.  INFO.  
 
Agenda Item #6. Irrigation Report: The SAWS Spring Bloom was discussed and will be held on 
March 10th at the SAWS parking lot.  The San Antonio Irrigation Association will have a booth with  
“Fred the Dog” exhibit, which will be loaned to them by ABPA-SA.  Ron mentioned that SAWS has 

4



increased the penalty rates for compliance issues.  Chad Cosper is to speak about it at the next 
meeting at SAIA on March 27th.  INFO.  
 
Agenda Item #7.  Alamodome Home & Garden Show:  John said the spring show had a good 
turnout.  The chapter has reserved a booth for the fall event.  INFO.  
 
Agenda Item #8. ABPA Conference and Trade Show:  Carl made a motion to have the chapter 
pay for three nights motel, air fare, and registration for Brad (current president).  Motion was 
seconded and passed.  Jeff made a motion to move money from savings into the checking account 
if needed, motion seconded and passed.  INFO.  
 
Agenda Item #9. COSA Plumbing Inspections Department Report: Mike Morales said 
commercial properties must have all info and correct information on the permits. INFO.  
 
Agenda Item #10. PHCC Report:  Brad said the PHCC/ABPA-SA Clay Shoot, held at the National 
Shooting Complex off Culebra on March 8th, was a success.  Greg and Gloria Shean donated and 
provided the reception meal. INFO.  
 
Agenda Item #11. Training: Training:  Bruce talked about the low/high hazard issues with backflows 
and that all 200 comments turned in to TCEQ will be read and reviewed. Jim said the TCEQ was 
going to post all the comments on their website, but did not know the date. TCEQ will make a 
recommendation to executive committee by May with a possible post later in the year. Bruce said 
TCEQ is looking into a “conflict of interest” on the issue of having both an irrigation license and 
operating as an irrigation systems inspector.  Clarification, an irrigator and or irrigation systems 
inspector would give up one of the licenses for a year.  
 
Bruce provided the presentation on air gaps which was quite informational, and useful on all air 
gap applications. 
 
David Trousdale had a show and tell with his backflow parts and discs.  There was a lot of useful 
info on making repairs to backflow assemblies.  
  
Jim Cantrell, SAWS, moderated a lengthy discussion on the new forms and draft letters that would 
be presented TCEQ for approval.  They will also be available on the chapter website.  He was at 
TCEQ last week for a discussion about making some changes to the forms to make them more 
user friendly.  All forms must be filled out in their entirety.   He mentioned that dropping off the T&M 
forms to his SAWS office is not recommended because of their workload. There is a glitch in their 
residential/irrigation mail out process and Jim acknowledged they have received complaints from 
homeowners. He recommended using Google Chrome as your browser when submitting T&Ms 
with the electronic filing system because it seems to be more compatible with the SAWS data entry 
system.  A discussion on electronic signatures went on for a while.  Jim mentioned that SAWS is 
getting ready to have the class for the on-line website by the end of March and to check their 
website for more info. 
  
It was moved the meeting be adjourned.  Passed.  Meeting adjourned at 8:20 for the raffle.  

  
 
Greg Shean, Secretary 
ABPA San Antonio Chapter 
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The next Hands-On training will be September 18, 2018 
Each member is responsible for themselves – Know where you stand 

 

FAQ ABOUT THE SEPTEMBER 18 TRAINING SESSION 
 

Who needs to attend:  If your BPAT license expires before October 1, 2019, you need to attend 
the September 18th Training Session if you need your 8 hours of hands-on training. 
 

How do I know if I need the hands-on training: Go to www.abpa-sa.org and click on “Resources”, 
then click on “CEU Hours” to look up your license information to see if you need the 8 hours hands-on 
training. 
 

Who is eligible to attend: Only ABPA members in good standing and who have earned 16 CEU 
hours at ABPA Chapter meetings (SA & CT) may attend.   CEUs earned at Conferences and other 
venues will not be counted toward the 16 hours required for the FREE Hands-On training. 
 

What does it cost: Fred and Troy Baird of Bac-Flo® Unlimited, Inc. donate their time and talent each 
year to the members of ABPA-SA and ABPA-CT to provide FREE training. 
 

How long is the class: The class is 8 hours from 8:00am to 5:00pm with an hour for lunch. 
 

Where do I get lunch: Bac-Flo® Unlimited provides Bar-B-Q lunch with all the trimmings for all 
attendees. 
 

How do I get CE hours: Attending ABPA Chapter (SA & CT) monthly meetings will generally earn 
you two CE hours per meeting, depending on the subject matter.  Occasionally a meeting may not 
qualify for any hours or may only qualify for one hour. 
 

How do I register for the Hands-On Training: Provide a printout of your TCEQ hours to register 
at one of the ABPA-SA monthly meetings or email Bac-Flo® Unlimited, Inc. F.baird@att.net 

 
 

6



Cont. from page 1 
 
Marker flags may not go into a yard, though.  The reason why is some utility companies may not locate 
lines that run from their meter to private property.  That means either you or the homeowner must get 
these lines located before any excavation.   
 
Why is it so important? Because in this case, what you don’t know CAN hurt you. 
 
The backflow preventer you may be replacing isn’t the only manmade item with roots in the yard.   Gas 
lines, sewer laterals and possibly electric and telecommunications lines could also be buried in your work 
area.   Breaking, puncturing or slicing into one of these could turn a fairly simple job into a lengthy, legal 
and possibly lethal incident. 
 
The 811 system is here for YOU.   My home one call is Texas811.  We took over three million incoming 
locate requests in 2017.  We’re located at www.texas811.org Stop in for a visit if you get the chance! 
 
And always remember – 
 

  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

(*Buy the popular ‘BAC-FLO-5’ test kit, see course schedule, and much more on our website.  
For gauge certifications, call 210-698-0411 for weekly test times in Boerne, TX!) 
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ABPA-SA Board of Directors 

 
2017 - 2018 

 
1) President –Brad Harrell 
 
2) Vice President – Anthony Romero 
 
3) Immediate Past President – Troy Baird 
 
4) Treasurer – Jeff Hoffman 
 
5) Secretary – Greg Shean 
 

Special Officers to the Association 
 

6) SGT-AT-ARMS –Jeff Meeks 
 
7) Liaison to SAWS – James Cantrell 
 
8) Supply Officer – Troy Baird 
 
9) Gauge Testing and Certification – Carl Michaud  

Special Officer to Gauge T&C: Bill Hamrick 
 
10) Public Relations/ Speakers/ Program Topics – Manny Hernandez 
 
11) Webmaster – Matthew Wilgen 
 
 

Directors at Large 
 

Two-year term 
 

1. Fred Baird 
2. Gene Hinojosa 
3. Frank Snyder 
4. Joe Fazekas 
 

One year term remaining 
 

5. Robert Stricker 
6. Ron Renouf 
7. Bruce Rathburn 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

NOTICE:  New Mail Address: ABPA-SA - P.O. Box 47820 - San Antonio, TX 78265 
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“The Direct Connection” is published monthly 
and may be obtained from the www.abpa-sa.org 
website.  Opinions or facts within “The Direct 
Connection” are not necessarily representative of
the opinions of the American Backflow Prevention 
Association and may or may not represent an 
official policy.  Additionally, the opinions or facts of 
contributors or advertisers may or may not 
represent an official policy. 
 
Published by the ABPA-SA Chapter 
 
Editor:  Bill Hamrick 
 
Assistant Editor:  Bruce Rathburn 
 
Additional Editors: The entire Membership 
 
For further information about ABPA, contact: 
 

Bruce Rathburn – Past ABPA President 
americanbackflowh2o@gmail.com 
 
Troy Baird – ABPA Region 4 Director 
troybaird@gvtc.com  
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Thanks to our ABPA-SA Sponsors 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

SEPTEMBER 2017 
 

 
 

PEPCO Sales & Marketing 

AUGUST 2017 
 

 

JULY 2017 
 
 

   
 

JUNE 2017 
 
 

MAY 2017 
 
 

   

APRIL 2017 
 
 

  

 800-575-9618 

MARCH 2018 

   

FEBRUARY 2018 

JANUARY 2018 
 

 
 

NOVEMBER 2017 
 

  

OCTOBER 2017 
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EXCELLENCE MATTERS, SPECIFY IT!

Once again, Ames Knocks Out the Competition!Once again, Ames Knocks Out the Competition!

Choose the ChampionChoose the Champion

Ames delivers the USC approved
  12" SilverBullet™ Series 2000SS

double check assembly offering the
shortest lay length and best perform-
ance of any comparable valve on
the market today.

Our 12" SilverBullet™ is also 50%
lighter than other assemblies saving
you shipping and installation costs,
while providing maximum strength
and long-term protection with full
ASSE, UL, and USC Approvals.

For more information, visit our web site
at: www.amesfirewater.com

A Watts Water Technologies CompanyA Watts Water Technologies Company

12" Now
USC 

Approved!

13755 Benchmark    •    Dallas, TX 75234   •    (972) 852-3477    •    (800) 339-0191

Ad-Ames 2000SS_HughCunningham.indd   1 4/21/10   10:06:15 AM



 

 

 

 

APPLICATION FOR 
MEMBERSHIP 

  US Membership  $65 
  International Membership  $79 

  Sustaining Membership $300.00 
 New Member 

 Renewal - Member #______________ 
To join the American Backflow Prevention Association, simply fill out the 
membership application form and mail it with your check to the address listed 
below, or if paying by credit card you may fax the completed form to 
979.846.7607.  Local chapters have additional fees.  Below is a listing of 
chapters by region. To find out if there is a local chapter in your area, please 
review the chapter information on our website at abpa.org or call the National 
Office at 979.846.7606.  Membership in the Association constitutes paying 
National dues. 

 

Sustaining Member: 
• Must be a company or organization 
• Assign only one person as the member of ABPA 
• A Sustaining Member must submit a letter that 

designates their Voting Representative. 

 

Please Print Legibly or Type 

       
Mr., Mrs., Ms., etc  First Name  MI  Last Name (Include suffix) 

     
Organization (Agency/Firm)  Department/Division  Title 

 
Address: 

       
City:  State / Prov  Zip + 4 Code/Postal Code  Country 

     
Daytime Phone  Fax  Email 

                             ABPA-SA  $  60.00  
Local Chapter (if joining a local chapter)  Local Dues Amount 
 

Method of Payment 

 Charge     $ 125.00  to my   Visa    MasterCard    American Express    Discover    Check    Money Order    Invoice Me 

      
Credit Card Number  Card Expires (MM/YYYY)  CVC Number 

    
Name as it appears on card  Signature  
 

Additional Information 
How would you like to receive your 
Membership Renewal Invoice Notification?  Email      US Mail (Not available for International Membership) 

Local Chapter Dues Listed by Region 
 

REGION 1 
New England 
Rhode Island  
                        

REGION 2 
Virginia 
                   

REGION 3 
Carolinas 
Florida Suncoast                 
Peach State “1788” 
Tennessee 
 

REGION 4 
Arkansas 
Central Texas  
Corpus Christi   
Lower Rio Grande Valley  
North Texas                 
San Antonio    

 
$12.00 
18.00 

 

 
$25.00 

 

 
$10.00 
12.00 
30.00 
20.00 

 

 
$10.00 
20.00 
23.00 
25.00 
23.00
60.00 

 REGION 5 
Colorado 
Southeastern Colorado 
Utah 
 

REGION 6 
Arizona 
Central Coast 
Central Valley California 
Hawaii 
Silver State 
Southern California 
 

REGION 7 
Big Sky 
Idaho 
Oregon 
SRC4 
 

REGION 8 (USD) 
BCBPA (British Columbia) 

 
$15.00 
15.00 
12.00 

 

 
$20.00 
10.00 
10.00 
23.00 
23.00 
15.00 

 

 
$10.00 
10.00 
20.00 
20.00 

 

 
$26.00 

 REGION 9 (USD) 
Ontario 
 
REGION 10 
Wisconsin 
 

REGION 11 
Indiana 
Indiana BPA 
Michigan 
Northern Illinois 
Ohio 
 

REGION 12 
Central Missouri 
Eastern Nebraska 
Heart of America 
Panhandle 
Western Nebraska 

 
$50.00  

 

 
$10.00 

 

 
$  5.00 
25.00  
40.00 
23.00 
10.00 

 

 
$20.00 
10.00 
12.00 
5.00 
8.00 

Please make checks payable to:  ABPA 
342 N. Main Street, West Hartford CT 06117
979.846.7606 . Fax: 979.846.7607 
Email:  membership@abpa.org 

06.2016 
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