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Sewer Workers May Face Ebola Threat 
 
Researchers say sewer workers operating near a hospital treating Ebola patients may be at risk of 
picking up the virus, which can cause a fast-acting and often fatal disease. 
 

A study published in this month’s edition of Water Environment Research, the journal of the Water 
Environment Federation, examined guidance from the World Health Organization and the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention on how to dispose of waste from Ebola patients. 
 

There is no research on whether the guidance from these groups ensures safety for wastewater 
workers, particularly if they inhale fumes in the sewer system, the study says. 
 

“Current World Health Organization and Centers for Disease Control and Prevention guidance for the 
disposal of liquid waste from patients undergoing treatment for Ebola virus disease at hospitals in the 
U.S. is to manage patient excreta as ordinary wastewater without pretreatment,” the study said. 
 

The researchers studied whether inhaling fumes from this kind of waste presents a risk to sewer 
workers. 
 

They considered four scenarios that varied how infectious the viral particles were and varied how well 
the hypothetical worker complied with safety equipment guidelines. 
 

The key finding: In the most dangerous scenario, workers faced a threat level that many risk managers 
would not be willing to accept. The study also noted that more research is needed. 
 

“The results suggest that the potential risk that sewer workers face when operating in a wastewater 
collection system downstream from a hospital receiving Ebola patients warrants further attention, and 
that current authoritative guidance for Ebolavirus liquid waste disposal — to dispose in the sanitary 
sewer without further treatment — may be insufficiently protective of sewer worker safety,” the study 
said. 
 

There are ways to keep workers safer than they are today, according to the study. 
 

“Based on the assessment, the authors suggest additional precautions to protect workers, such as 
using approved respirators or disinfecting the wastewater prior to discharge to the sewer until further 
studies can confirm the risk to exposed workers with greater certainty,” Tim Ellis, editor-in-chief of 
Water Environment Research, said in a statement. 
 

The study was conducted by researchers from Drexel University and the University of Pittsburgh, 
according to UPI. 
 

"During the 2014 to 2016 Ebola outbreak, we had our first case of Ebola treated in the U.S., and by the 
end 11 individuals had been treated here. So this is certainly an area of risk assessment that we need 
to examine more closely," Charles Haas, a professor at Drexel, said in a statement. 
 

Reprinted from:  Water Online by Sara Jerome 
 

Check page 11 for an Important Announcement 



May Meeting Details 
 
Meetings of the San Antonio Chapter ABPA 
are usually held the second Thursday of every 
month except December.  Dinner and 
refreshments are served at 6:00 p.m. sharp 
with the meeting starting at 6:30.  The next 
meeting is: 
 
Date: Thursday, May 11, 2017 
 
Time: 5:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. 

 
Location: SAWS Bldg 2   Conference Room 
  2800 US Hwy 281 North. 
 
Program:  Test Gauge and Backflow Supply  
  Brian Fiorsi 
 
Meal Sponsor: Test Gauge & Backflow 

Supply 
 

No alcoholic beverages 
allowed by 

TCEQ 
 
Next Meeting:  June 8, 2017 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Meeting May Agenda 
 
5:00 p.m. Room setup  
 
5:15 p.m. General discussion with membership in 

attendance. 
 
5:16 p.m. Continue discussion with members present 

about any topic of interest.  
 
5:20 p.m. Continue discussion with members present 

about any topic of interest. 
 
5:25 p.m. Supply Officer’s Report 
 
5:30 p.m. Vice President’s, Directors, and any other 

reports for the good of the chapter. 
Comments, new business, any discussion. 

 
5:40 p.m. Training Report.  Training & Meal Sponsors 
 
5:45 p.m. Webmaster Report 
 
5:50 p.m. President’s Report.  New & old business 
 
6:00 p.m. Meal is served. 
 
6:30 p.m. General Membership Meeting 
 

1. Gauges to be tested. Carl Michaud- Bill Hamrick 
2. First time attendees or visitors (get w/Jeff 

Hoffman for membership application) 
3. Irrigator’s Report.  Ron Renouf 
4. Anything from the Directors Meeting.  Troy Baird 
5. Election of Officers & Directors in October 
6. City, regional, and national reports.  Bruce 

Rathburn and any City personnel present 
7. Supply Officer Report.  Troy Baird 
8. Training program for the evening. 
9. Raffle prize announcement. 

 
Ongoing Goals of ABPA-SA Chapter 

 
1. Educational Outreach with public by 

presenting at PHCC meetings, engineering 
firms, schools, and neighborhood 
associations.  Continuing goal. 

 

2. Greater use of TCEQ website.  Tracking of 
CEUs, Services available.  Personal 
education. 

 

3. Increase member awareness of importance 
of chapter meetings.  Increase attendance 
and public awareness. 

 

4. Increase website resource information. 
More detailed links to more information like 
TCEQ, COSA, and any place that would be 
helpful to our members 

 

Big Thanks to 
 

American Backflow Products Co.
for providing our meal for the 
April meeting.  
 

Mark Inman with American 
Backflow Products for providing 
the training on the specialized 
tools used to work on the many 
different models of backflow 
preventers. 
 

American Backflow Products Co.
for the 4 service manuals for the 
raffle drawings. 
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"Direct Talk" by the President  
 

I would like to let everyone know that National now has their website set up so everyone can now 
go online at www.abpa.org and pay their dues directly using a credit card, or if you prefer, you can 
print the invoice and mail it with your check.  This should make it easier and there should be no 
delays in your membership renewal.  It only takes a couple of minutes to complete the transaction. 
It is also set up for first time members to enter their information including the chapter or chapters 
they want to become a member of. 

Brad Harrell  
 

Here is a good website for emergency information: www.sanantonio.gov/emergency/ Check it out. 
 
Chapter Chatter      by Greg Shean, Secretary 
 

The April Meal 
 

I don’t like to complain but the picadillo plate will come up again next year.  My thoughts: I’ve never had 
refried beans that were so soupy.  In doing Mexican food for larger crowds than the chapter, they preferred 
borracho beans over refried.  If using refried, they shouldn’t be so mashed.   It’s almost impossible to have 
enough sharp cheddar cheese (I use extra sharp) to smother the Mexican entree.  The mild hot sauce ran 
out so folks used the hotter sauce, but less of it.   Will go back through Bruce Rathburn, our SAWS Liaison, 
on how best to approach and correct the situation.  
 

For our May meeting:  Polish sausage w/rice, pinto beans, creamy potato salad, tea, and cookies. 
 

American Backflow Prevention Association 2017 Education Conference & Trade Show 
 

I had the honor of tending to the chapter booth with Bill Hamrick’s irrigation “Fred, The Peeing and Talking 
Dog”, exhibit.  You’ve seen this one before only this time it talked after a couple barks “Do you have a 
backflow on your irrigation system to protect your drinking water?”  Bill took the barking from the internet but 
couldn’t find a good growl to put before the bark.  It was a must see.   Many took pictures or video and 
sound when I cued the Fred to talk.  Bill received at least 6 offers to build more.  He politely declined.  Only 
the first visitor asked if backflow and irrigation was a real problem.  Bill manned the Midwest Gauge booth.  
 

Many stopped by to talk about why our chapter is so successful.  We have the history with Fred Baird, 
leadership with Bruce Rathburn, directors who step up to be executive officers, board members from a 
cross section of the backflow industry, company devotion to provide free services such as hands-on training 
and gauge certification, and a membership that gets along despite trade differences.  We just have fun. 
Contractors come from Florida and California to provide training.  One very senior ABPA National officer 
said we are the backbone of ABPA National and our opinions matter.  We’ll be hearing more from him.  We 
do have a lot of earned respect throughout the backflow industry.  I am just proud to be a part of it with you. 
 

Yes, the conference had almost 200 attendees – just about double from last year.  Bruce said between 40 
and 50 attendees raised their hands at the welcome presentation when asked if this was their first ABPA 
conference.  The required hotel room block was filled so there were no extra hotel charges.  The Tuesday 
evening awards dinner was moved to Tuesday lunch to give the attendees a chance to visit the River Walk 
in the evening.  There was no Wednesday evening event as in the past, which causes those who attend 
having to pay for an extra night stay.   All went very well. 
 

The awards presentation.  There were only 4 President’s Award for Continued Excellent given out this year. 
San Antonio was awarded one.  There were 8, 5, 5, 6, 6, 9 PACE awards awarded in the previous six years. 
We’ve received an award each of those years.  Yes, the backflow industry and National has been hurting, 
but it looks like things are beginning to turn around.  Other awards:  Troy Baird for ABPA Director of the 
Year.  There are 12 directors and 12 regions.  Not bad for his first year.  Bill Hamrick for ABPA Committee 
Chairman of the Year for his heading the election committee for as long as I can remember.  Gold Eagle 
Award to Bruce Rathburn for unselfishly helping National through this difficult transition to a new 
management company.  This was his second such award, which is the only award that a person can 
receive more than once.  He now has two eagles to put on his shoulders.  What do you call a military officer 
with an eagle on each shoulder?  
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Fishing Trip 
 

It’s early but it will be the same as last year in date (Columbus Day weekend), place (Cast ‘n Stay), food 
(yours truly), fun (your buds), and probably fishing success (guaranteed by Fred).  
 

MINUTES 
SAN ANTONIO CHAPTER-ABPA 

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
Thursday, April 13, 2017 

 

Brad Harrell, president, presided over and opened the San Antonio Chapter-ABPA Board of 
Directors meeting starting at 6:30 pm, in the Tower 2 Conference Room at HQ SAWS. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS - PRESENT EXECUTIVE OFFICERS - ABSENT 
Brad Harrell - President Troy Baird – Past President 
Bill Hamrick – Vice President  
Jeff Hoffman –Treasurer  
Greg Shean – Secretary  

OFFICERS SPECIAL TO THE CHAPTER - 
PRESENT 

OFFICERS SPECIAL TO THE CHAPTER - 
ABSENT 

Carl Michaud – Gauge Testing & Certification  
Bill Hamrick - Special Officer to Gauge Testing 
and Certification 

 

Troy Baird - Supply Officer  
Manny Hernandez – Public Relations/ 
Speakers/ Program Topics 

 

Jeff Meeks - Sgt. At Arms  
Matthew Wilgen – Webmaster  
Bruce Rathburn – Liaison to SAWS  
 

DIRECTORS AT LARGE - PRESENT DIRECTORS AT LARGE - ABSENT 
Robert Stricker Fred Baird 
Carl Michaud  
James Franco  
Ron Renouf  
Gene Hinojosa  
Frank Snyder GUESTS PRESENT:  Mark Inman, American 

Backflow Products Company,  
 

Agenda Item #1. Secretary’s Report: The March General Meeting minutes were in the April 
newsletter.  Jeff made a motion to accept the minutes.  Seconded and passed.  INFO.  
 

Agenda Item #2. Treasure Report:  Jeff reported problems with ABPA National apparently have 
been worked out and that members should send their renewals to National.  We are now sending 
all money to National.   The chapter is now receiving monthly bank statements.  There is currently 
$4,04.13 in the checking account.  INFO.   
 

Agenda Item #3.  Supply Officer Report:  Supply Officer Report: Troy said he has 45 caps, 11 
denim shirts, 3 t-shirts, 2 polo shirts, 7 jackets, and 230 decals. Decals are now free.  INFO.   
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Agenda Item #4. Membership:  Jeff asked that all members should check their ABPA membership 
in the sign-in sheets and let us know if you have paid but the sign-in sheet does not show you are 
a current member.  INFO.  
 

Agenda Item #5. PHCC:  Greg said to read the Chapter Chatter in the April newsletter for the 
PHCC report on the clay shoot.  INFO.   
 

Agenda Item #6. Irrigator report:  Ron reported that TCEQ has told the San Antonio Irrigation 
Association (SAIA) that TCEQ is considering raising the irrigation double check to above ground. 
They have found that flooded DCs buried in below ground boxes has 100% chance of 100% had 
chloroform.  The problem was that testing the #4 test cock had zero chlorine.  However, there is 
little political will to do this.  A lot of regulations will have to be rewritten.  This is also not likely to 
happen. TCEQ also made a presentation on the Legionnaire’s disease at the ABPA National 
conference.  They said it “was everywhere” and it is a form of pneumonia.  The people who die 
have a diminished capacity to fight the infection such as young and old people.  You don’t have to 
inhale the mist to be infected.  INFO.  
 

Agenda Item #7. Meal Sponsor:  American Backflow Products Company sponsored the meal of 
peccadillo plate w/Spanish rice, refried beans, hot sauce, lettuce, tomato, two flour tortillas, tea, 
and cookies. INFO. 
 

Agenda Item #8. Raffle: American Backflow Products Company is providing 4 backflow service 
manuals for the raffle prizes.   INFO.   
 

Agenda Item #9. ABPA 2017 Education Conference and Trade Show - April 3 to 5.  Gene 
Hinojosa thanked the Chapter for paying for a conference attendance as a November raffle item, 
which he won.  He said he liked the conference a lot as he heard what other organizations are 
doing and that everyone should attend.   INFO. 
 

Agenda Item #10. ABPA 2017 Education Conference and Trade Show - April 3 to 5.  Bruce 
reported that National is considering Little Rock, AK; Orlando, FL; or Salt Lake City, UT for the 
location for the next conference.  Despite the cost going up, almost 200 attended (107 in last 
year’s San Diego conference) the 2017 conference in San Antonio went well.  There were 
representatives from Germany, England, Israel, and Austria in attendance.  David Rhode, COSA 
Chief Plumbing Inspector, also attended.  INFO. 
 

Agenda Item #10. Backflow Training: Mark Inman, American Backflow Products, Tallahassee, FL 
provided the training on Backflow Repair and Maintenance Specialty Tools.  Mark divided the 
presentation in small assembly tools (1/2” to 2”), multi model tools (universal), large assembly tools 
(2 1/2” to 12”).  Mark organized the presentation so that, in each group, he showed actual 
maintenance problems (replacing valve seats, check removal, shut off valve problems, bonnet 
removal) in several different contractor backflow assemblies and types of backflows and a tool that 
can be used to facilitate maintenance.   This is the first time this type of presentation had been 
made to the chapter.  There were a lot of questions on special tools for the different size backflows 
and models.  Some just do not have special tools yet on the newer backflows.  The tester should 
check with their supplier.   Mark described many experiences.  There are many other tools out 
there but not as popular.  The membership shared many problems and how they made repair 
tools. The discussion lasted about as long as the formal presentation.   Mark had many repair tools 
and backflows available to show the repair procedures.  Mark stayed for about an hour after the 
meeting to continue the discussion and answer questions while members examined the tools he 
discussed.  He presented a more efficient way to repair backflow assemblies.  
 

It was moved the meeting be adjourned.  Seconded and passed.  Meeting adjourned at 8:20 for 
the raffle.  
 

 
Greg Shean  Secretary  ABPA San Antonio Chapter 5



 

 
 

 

 
 
 

The next Hands-On training will be September 20, 2017 
Each member is responsible for themselves – Know where you stand 

 

FAQ ABOUT THE SEPTEMBER 7th TRAINING SESSION 
 

Who needs to attend:  If your BPAT license expires before October 1, 2018, you need to attend the 
September 20th Training Session if you need your 8 hours of hands-on training. 
 

How do I know if I need the hands-on training: Go to www.abpa-sa.org and click on “Resources”, 
then click on “CEU Hours” to look up your license information to see if you need the 8 hours hands-on 
training. 
 

Who is eligible to attend: Only ABPA members in good standing and who have earned 16 CEU 
hours at ABPA Chapter meetings (SA & CT) may attend.   CEUs earned at Conferences and other 
venues will not be counted toward the 16 hours required for the FREE Hands-On training. 
 

What does it cost: Fred and Troy Baird of Bac-Flo® Unlimited, Inc. donate their time and talent each 
year to the members of ABPA-SA and ABPA-CT to provide FREE training. 
 

How long is the class: The class is 8 hours from 8:00am to 5:00pm with an hour for lunch. 
 

Where do I get lunch: Bac-Flo® Unlimited provides Bar-B-Q lunch with all the trimmings for all 
attendees. 
 

How do I get CE hours: Attending ABPA Chapter (SA & CT) monthly meetings will generally earn 
you two CE hours per meeting, depending on the subject matter.  Occasionally a meeting may not 
qualify for hours or may only qualify for one hour. 
 

How do I register for the Hands-On Training: Provide a printout of your TCEQ hours to register 
at one of the ABPA-SA monthly meetings or call Bac-Flo® Unlimited, Inc. 210-698-0411 
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ABPA-SA Board of Directors 

 
2016 - 2017 

 
1) President –Brad Harrell 
 
2) Vice President – Bill Hamrick 
 
3) Immediate Past President – Troy Baird 
 
4) Treasurer – Jeff Hoffman 
 
5) Secretary – Greg Shean 
 

Special Officers to the Association 
 

6) SGT-AT-ARMS –Jeff Meeks 
 
7) Liaison to SAWS – Bruce Rathburn 
 
8) Supply Officer – Troy Baird 
 
9) Gauge Testing and Certification – Carl Michaud  

Special Officer to Gauge T&C: Bill Hamrick 
 
10) Public Relations/ Speakers/ Program Topics – Manny Hernandez 
 
11) Webmaster – Matthew Wilgen 
 
 

Directors at Large 
 

Two-year term 
 

1. Fred Baird 
2. James Franco 
3. Robert Stricker 

 
 

One year term remaining 
 

4.  Gene Hinojosa 
5.  Ron Renouf 
6.  Frank Snyder 
 
 
 

 

 
 

NOTICE:  New Mail Address: ABPA-SA - P.O. Box 47820 - San Antonio, TX 78265 
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(*Buy the popular ‘BAC-FLO-5’ test kit, see course schedule, and much more on our website.  
For gauge certifications, call 210-698-0411 for weekly test times in Boerne, TX!) 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
“The Direct Connection” is published monthly 
and may be obtained from the www.abpa-sa.org 
website.  Opinions or facts within “The Direct 
Connection” are not necessarily representative of
the opinions of the American Backflow Prevention 
Association and may or may not represent an 
official policy.  Additionally, the opinions or facts of 
contributors or advertisers may or may not 
represent an official policy. 
 
Published by the ABPA-SA Chapter 
 
Editor:  Bill Hamrick 
 
Assistant Editor:  Bruce Rathburn 
 
Additional Editors:  The entire Membership 
 
For further information about ABPA, contact: 
Bruce Rathburn 
2800 US Hwy 281 North 
San Antonio, TX  78212 
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Thanks to our ABPA-SA Sponsors 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

OCTOBER 2016 
 

 
 

PEPCO Sales & Marketing 

SEPTEMBER 2016 
 

AUGUST 2016 
 

 
 

JULY 2016 
 

 
 

JUNE 2016 

MAY 2016 
 

 
 Backflow Test Gauges 

 APRIL 2017 
 
 

  

 800-575-9618 

MARCH 2017 
 

 

FEBRUARY 2017 

JANUARY 2017 
 

 
Hugh Cunningham 

NOVEMBER 2016 
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MAY 2017 
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EXCELLENCE MATTERS, SPECIFY IT!

Once again, Ames Knocks Out the Competition!Once again, Ames Knocks Out the Competition!

Choose the ChampionChoose the Champion

Ames delivers the USC approved
  12" SilverBullet™ Series 2000SS

double check assembly offering the
shortest lay length and best perform-
ance of any comparable valve on
the market today.

Our 12" SilverBullet™ is also 50%
lighter than other assemblies saving
you shipping and installation costs,
while providing maximum strength
and long-term protection with full
ASSE, UL, and USC Approvals.

For more information, visit our web site
at: www.amesfirewater.com

A Watts Water Technologies CompanyA Watts Water Technologies Company

12" Now
USC 

Approved!

13755 Benchmark    •    Dallas, TX 75234   •    (972) 852-3477    •    (800) 339-0191

Ad-Ames 2000SS_HughCunningham.indd   1 4/21/10   10:06:15 AM



 

 

 

 

APPLICATION FOR 
MEMBERSHIP 

  US Membership  $65 
  International Membership  $79 

  Sustaining Membership $300.00 
 New Member 

 Renewal - Member #______________ 
To join the American Backflow Prevention Association, simply fill out the 
membership application form and mail it with your check to the address listed 
below, or if paying by credit card you may fax the completed form to 
979.846.7607.  Local chapters have additional fees.  Below is a listing of 
chapters by region. To find out if there is a local chapter in your area, please 
review the chapter information on our website at abpa.org or call the National 
Office at 979.846.7606.  Membership in the Association constitutes paying 
National dues. 

 

Sustaining Member: 
• Must be a company or organization 
• Assign only one person as the member of ABPA 
• A Sustaining Member must submit a letter that 

designates their Voting Representative. 

 

Please Print Legibly or Type 

       
Mr., Mrs., Ms., etc  First Name  MI  Last Name (Include suffix) 

     
Organization (Agency/Firm)  Department/Division  Title 

 
Address: 

       
City:  State / Prov  Zip + 4 Code/Postal Code  Country 

     
Daytime Phone  Fax  Email 

                             ABPA-SA  $  60.00  
Local Chapter (if joining a local chapter)  Local Dues Amount 
 

Method of Payment 

 Charge     $ 125.00  to my   Visa    MasterCard    American Express    Discover    Check    Money Order    Invoice Me 

      
Credit Card Number  Card Expires (MM/YYYY)  CVC Number 

    
Name as it appears on card  Signature  
 

Additional Information 
How would you like to receive your 
Membership Renewal Invoice Notification?  Email      US Mail (Not available for International Membership) 

Local Chapter Dues Listed by Region 
 

REGION 1 
New England 
Rhode Island  
                        

REGION 2 
Virginia 
                   

REGION 3 
Carolinas 
Florida Suncoast                 
Peach State “1788” 
Tennessee 
 

REGION 4 
Arkansas 
Central Texas  
Corpus Christi   
Lower Rio Grande Valley  
North Texas                 
San Antonio    

 
$12.00 
18.00 

 

 
$25.00 

 

 
$10.00 
12.00 
30.00 
20.00 

 

 
$10.00 
20.00 
23.00 
25.00 
23.00
60.00 

 REGION 5 
Colorado 
Southeastern Colorado 
Utah 
 

REGION 6 
Arizona 
Central Coast 
Central Valley California 
Hawaii 
Silver State 
Southern California 
 

REGION 7 
Big Sky 
Idaho 
Oregon 
SRC4 
 

REGION 8 (USD) 
BCBPA (British Columbia) 

 
$15.00 
15.00 
12.00 

 

 
$20.00 
10.00 
10.00 
23.00 
23.00 
15.00 

 

 
$10.00 
10.00 
20.00 
20.00 

 

 
$26.00 

 REGION 9 (USD) 
Ontario 
 
REGION 10 
Wisconsin 
 

REGION 11 
Indiana 
Indiana BPA 
Michigan 
Northern Illinois 
Ohio 
 

REGION 12 
Central Missouri 
Eastern Nebraska 
Heart of America 
Panhandle 
Western Nebraska 

 
$50.00  

 

 
$10.00 

 

 
$  5.00 
25.00  
40.00 
23.00 
10.00 

 

 
$20.00 
10.00 
12.00 
5.00 
8.00 

Please make checks payable to:  ABPA 
342 N. Main Street, West Hartford CT 06117
979.846.7606 . Fax: 979.846.7607 
Email:  membership@abpa.org 

06.2016 
 



ABPA-S.A. Chapter 
P.O. Box 47820 
San Antonio, TX  78265 
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