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The San Antonio Chapter has Expanded its Public Education 
 

The ABPA-SA Chapter has been trying for many years to develop a public education 
program that would be understood by most of the citizens in our community.  The 
members became aware of the difficulty of being able to relay information about the 
hazards of cross connections and the need for backflow preventers on the irrigation 
systems owned by many of the households in today’s municipalities.  One of the 
members at a monthly meeting said, “If you folks come up with an idea, I can build 
it”.  The discussion immediately started with a list of the many hazards present in a 
residential irrigation system.  The list included hazards such as insecticides, 
herbicides, fertilizers, and pet and rodent excretions.  The stage was now set to try 
and create a model that would relay this basic information to the public in a simple 
and easy to understand manner that was almost instantaneous, since most people 
will not spend more than a few seconds looking at a model. 

 
The discussion continued with the need for the model to represent an irrigated 
section of landscape with a dog urinating on the lawn and the lack of a backflow 
prevention assembly being installed to prevent a cross connection with the potable 
water system.  The result of the cross connection contamination would be 
represented with a girl drinking out of a contaminated drinking fountain.  A flow chart 
was created to enable people to decide in a few seconds if their irrigation system at 
home was safe and did not endanger their potable water supply. 
 
The Chapter now had a plan that would be used at the October 2016 Home and 
Garden show in San Antonio.  The table-top model was completed with self 
contained running water, pumped with a self contained battery powered pump, 
capable of running for twelve hours before needing to be recharged. 
  
The model was a hit with most of the attendees and the young attendees seemed to 
immediately understand what was going on.  The Chapter Board of Directors 
authorized a video so the members could utilize the demonstration on their smart 
phones or tablets to show customers who are skeptical about the need for them 
having to have a backflow preventer and having it tested on a regular basis. 
 
The video may be viewed by going to www.abpa-sa.org/index.php/resources 
and then clicking on “Irrigation Backflow Prevention” under VIDEOS 
 

 
  

Check page 6 for this year’s Hands-On class 
 



August Meeting Details 
 
Meetings of the San Antonio Chapter ABPA 
are usually held the second Thursday of every 
month except December.  Dinner and 
refreshments are served at 6:00 p.m. sharp 
with the meeting starting at 6:30.  The next 
meeting is: 
 
Date: Thursday, August 10, 2017 
 
Time: 5:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. 

 
Location: SAWS Bldg 2   Conference Room 
  2800 US Hwy 281 North. 
 
Program:  Containment vs. Isolation Programs 

by:  Bruce Rathburn 
 
Meal Sponsor: Zurn-Wilkins Miller Mays & 

Associates 
 

No alcoholic beverages 
allowed by 

TCEQ 
 
Next Meeting:  September 14, 2017 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Meeting August Agenda 
 
5:00 p.m. General discussion and quorum 

confirmation 
 
5:15 p.m. Call Meeting to order. 
 
5:16 p.m. Secretary’s Report.  Read and approve the 

minutes of the previous meeting.  
 
5:20 p.m. Treasurer’s Report.  Discussion and 

approval of the treasurer’s report. 
 
5:25 p.m. Supply Officer’s Report 
 
5:30 p.m. Vice President’s, Directors, and any other 

reports for the good of the chapter. 
Comments, new business, any discussion. 

 
5:40 p.m. Training Report.  Training & Meal Sponsors 
 
5:45 p.m. Webmaster Report 
 
5:50 p.m. President’s Report.  New & old business 
 
6:00 p.m. Meal is served. 
 
6:30 p.m. General Membership Meeting 
 

1. Gauges to be tested. Carl Michaud- Bill Hamrick 
2. First time attendees or visitors (get w/Jeff 

Hoffman for membership application / info) 
3. Irrigator’s Report.  Ron Renouf 
4. Anything from the Directors Meeting.   Brad 

Harrell 
5. Election of Officers & Directors in October 
6. City, regional, and national reports.  James 

Cantrell and any City personnel present 
7. Supply Officer Report.  Troy Baird 
8. Training program for the evening. 
9. Raffle prize announcement. 

 
Ongoing Goals of ABPA-SA Chapter 

 
1. Educational Outreach with public by 

presenting at PHCC meetings, engineering 
firms, schools, and neighborhood 
associations.  Continuing goal. 

 

2. Greater use of TCEQ website.  Tracking of 
CEUs, Services available.  Personal 
education. 

 

3. Increase member awareness of importance 
of chapter meetings.  Increase attendance 
and public awareness. 

 

4. Increase website resource information. 
More detailed links to more information like 
TCEQ, COSA, and any place that would be 
helpful to our members 

Big Thanks to 
 

Tom Sullivan with Hot Box for 
providing our July meeting meal and
a $50 Academy Gift Card for the 
Raffle drawing along with several 
camouflage caps .  
 
Tom Sullivan for an in depth 
presentation on the proper freeze 
and security protection of above 
ground backflow preventers along 
with proper sizing of drains for RP
relief valves in buildings. 
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"Direct Talk" by the President  
 

WILD WILD WEST! 
 

The other day I was at a local home improvement store, having just pulled into a parking spot 
before going into the store, I decided to catch up on some emails with the engine still running to 
keep the AC on, when I felt my truck shake. Thinking someone had rear-ended me, I looked up at 
the rear view mirror to see a man in the bed of my truck grabbing a bucket of tools from the bed.  I 
jumped out of my truck and yelled some very choice words at him as he jumped out of the bed, 
threw the bucket into a waiting car behind my truck and then he got into the open passenger door 
as I was in HOT pursuit.  With him in the passenger seat and me standing in the opening of the 
passenger doorway, trying to grab him and pull him out so we could continue our conversation, he 
yelled to the driver GO GO GO. The get away driver slams the vehicle into reverse and proceeds 
to try to run me over with the passenger door!  Luckily, I was able to run fast enough to get away 
from the vehicle as they crashed into some lumber carts, the driver then slammed it into drive and 
sped away SCOTT FREE!  Out of the 4 witnesses, NOT ONE got the license plate number.  
 

Moral of the story: These days it's not good enough to be in your vehicle with it running, reading 
emails, or catching up on paperwork and thinking that your tools are safe in the bed of a truck. Be 
aware of your surroundings and know that PEOPLE WANT WHAT YOU HAVE..... especially if they 
can take it to the pawn shop to make a quick buck! 
 

Brad Harrell  
 

Here is a good website for emergency information: www.sanantonio.gov/emergency/ Check it out. 
 
 
 
Chapter Chatter      by Greg Shean, Secretary 
 

Annual Fishing Trip 
Fishing Trip to Baffin Bay at Rivera – We could not get our usual October Columbus Day weekend 
Friday through Sunday.  A veteran’s group also booked the following weekend.  We had to go to 
the Friday, November 3rd to Sunday the 5th.  We did get the 2018 Columbus Day weekend.   Gloria 
and I will be someplace in the Caribbean with only expensive Internet access available.  Yes, it is a 
cruise where we made reservations last year. I will not be able to cook as described.   I had 
already written The Chatter when the scheduling problem was determined.    I really do look 
forward to the annual fishing trip as it gets better and more fun every year.  
 
The August 10th Meal 
I heard that the July Mexican Plate meal went over very well.  Lots of leftovers was the good news. 
Attendance down on a fixed cost meal was the bad news.  We don’t want to leave anyone out so 
please attend to help us out.  The August meal will be meat loaf w/macaroni & cheese, green 
beans, roll, tea, and cookies.  
 
American Backflow Prevention Association - National 
This is the earliest that next year’s national conference information has been available on the 
ABPA website.  Plenty of time to plan an accompanying vacation.   If you’ve never been to the 
amusement parks in Orlando, Florida – you need to put it on your bucket list.   Go to 
http://www.abpa.org/?page=2018Conference The website is now being updated on a regular 
basis.  
 
July Minutes 
Thank you Troy for taking minutes for me.  As if Troy doesn’t have enough to do.  Want something 
done – ask a busy person.   I was in Portland, OR helping my brother showing off his art glass 

3



collection at a 1,600 booth antiques show.   All was for sale.  He’s the interior designer.  I can’t 
draw a stick figure with a ruler and circle template.     
 

Okay now, read the minutes.  
 

MINUTES 
SAN ANTONIO CHAPTER-ABPA 

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
Thursday, July 13, 2017 

 

Brad Harrell, president, presided over and opened the San Antonio Chapter-ABPA Board of 
Directors meeting starting at 6:34 pm, in the Tower 2 Conference Room at HQ SAWS. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS - PRESENT EXECUTIVE OFFICERS - ABSENT 
Brad Harrell - President Greg Shean – Secretary 
Bill Hamrick – Vice President  
Jeff Hoffman –Treasurer  
Troy Baird – Past President  

OFFICERS SPECIAL TO THE CHAPTER - 
PRESENT 

OFFICERS SPECIAL TO THE CHAPTER - 
ABSENT 

Carl Michaud – Gauge Testing & Certification Manny Hernandez – Public Relations/ 
Speakers/ Program Topics 

Bill Hamrick - Special Officer to Gauge Testing 
and Certification 

 

Troy Baird - Supply Officer  
Jeff Meeks - Sgt. At Arms  
Matthew Wilgen – Webmaster  
Bruce Rathburn – Liaison to SAWS  

 

DIRECTORS AT LARGE - PRESENT DIRECTORS AT LARGE - ABSENT 
James Franco  
Frank Snyder  
Ron Renouf  
Carl Michaud  
Robert Stricker  
Fred Baird  
Gene Hinojosa GUESTS PRESENT: Tom Sullivan, Hot Box, 

National Sales Manager. 
 

Agenda Item #1. Secretary’s Report: The June General Meeting minutes were in the July newsletter. 
Robert made a motion to accept the minutes.  Seconded and passed.  INFO.  
 

Agenda Item #2. Treasure Report: As of June 30th there was $4387.19 in the checking account. One 
advertiser and one meeting sponsor from last year have not yet paid their invoices. OPEN. 
 

Agenda Item #3.  Supply Officer Report:  Troy said he has additional items available at meetings with 
a new color of T-shirts and polo shirts. Exact numbers will be available at next director’s meeting. 
INFO. 
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Agenda Item #4.  National ABPA Report: Troy reported that the ABPA board approved a new one-
year contract with Association Resources (AR).   The 2018 national conference will be April 23 – 25 in 
Orlando, FL. Troy added that everything at the national level is improving. The next newsletter will be 
published in August.  The chapter is contributing two articles.  Tim Brown, the new ABPA president, is 
very much involved in all aspects of the Board.   Troy is now chair of the Public Awareness and 
Education Committee, which conducts the $1000 Scholarship competition awarded in January.   INFO. 
 

Agenda Item #5. Falsified Test & Maintenance Reporting: A chapter member brought up the ongoing 
criminal investigation of a tester falsifying reports. Tester has been indicted and looks like may go to 
trial for allegedly falsifying backflow reports. No other info known. INFO.  
 

Agenda Item #6. Meal Sponsor: Hot Box is sponsoring the Enchilada Plate meal of two all beef and 
cheese enchiladas with Spanish rice, refried beans, lettuce, tomato, sour cream, two flour tortillas, 
sweet and unsweetened tea, and cookies.  INFO.  
 

Agenda Item #7. Raffle Sponsor: Hot Box provided an Academy $50 gift card plus several 
camouflage caps. INFO.  
 

Agenda Item #8. Irrigation Report:  Ron briefly talked about two wire systems again. He said 
lightening knocked out a large apartment complex utilizing the two-wire system in Austin.  A lot of the 
system is being abandoned, as it is not worth trying to fix it. The rest is being reinstalled as new.  Two 
Wire Systems are tough to work on because you have to have the right equipment and drawings to 
troubleshoot.  Two wire systems came on the market about 8-10 years ago.   INFO. 
 

Agenda Item #9. Hands on Training: Fred reported that the hands on training will be on Wednesday, 
September 20th at Bac-Flo Unlimited.  Sixteen CEU meeting hours are required to attend the class. 
Jeff has the sign-up sheet.  Need to sign up with Jeff.  INFO.  
 

Agenda Item #10.  Home and Garden Show:  No update as Joe Fazekas, Associa Hill Country, was 
not at the meeting.   Joe was going to check with his Associa contacts as they have booths at the 
show.  OPEN.  
 

Agenda Item #11. Fishing Trip: The dates were changed to Friday, November 3rd to Sunday the 5th. 
Currently five fisherman have signed up.  The trip will go on even with the minimum number of 
attendees.  INFO.  
 

Agenda Item #12. Backflow Training: Tom Sullivan, National Sales Manager for Hot Box talked about 
new cover designs and their benefits.  This included injection molding which has swirls in plastic mold 
and is quicker and more economical to make.  Tom went over all details of the ASSE 1060 standard 
regarding backflow enclosures. ASSE 1060 is a Performance Standard, begun in 1906. Class 1 – Built 
in Heat source, built for freeze protection. Class 2 – Insulation only (freeze protection enclosure). Class 
3 – Non-freeze protection. No heat source or insulation.  The largest tested enclosure was from -30 
degree F for 24 hrs. After the largest enclosure approved, all others automatically approved.  All Hot 
Box enclosures have two openings, one on each side.  He talked about drain size required to get water 
out of building.  A 4-6” RP typically needs an 8-10” floor drain, minimum.  Engineering is required to 
accurately size the drain.  He showed pictures of a hospital assembly that dumped and flooded the 
floor.  The BPAT tester passed the assembly but was later held liable because he did not make a note 
that the drain line was too small.  ASSE 1060 rule states that the cover cannot weigh more than 75 lbs. 
Tom went over the three criteria that define the confined space definition:  big enough to get into and 
work, not designed for permanent human occupation, and only one way in and one way out.  All three 
rules must be present to be considered Confined Space. 
 
It was moved the meeting be adjourned.  Seconded and passed.  Meeting adjourned at 8:39 for the 
raffle. 

 
Greg Shean  Secretary 
ABPA San Antonio Chapter 5



 

 
 

 

 
 
 

The next Hands-On training will be September 20, 2017 
Each member is responsible for themselves – Know where you stand 

 

FAQ ABOUT THE SEPTEMBER 20th TRAINING SESSION 
 

Who needs to attend:  If your BPAT license expires before September 1, 2018, you need to attend 
the September 20th Training Session if you need your 8 hours of hands-on training. 
 

How do I know if I need the hands-on training: Go to www.abpa-sa.org and click on 
“Resources”, then click on “CEU Hours” to look up your license information to see if you need the 8 
hours hands-on training. 
 

Who is eligible to attend: Only ABPA members in good standing and who have earned 16 CEU 
hours at ABPA Chapter meetings (SA & CT) may attend.   CEUs earned at Conferences and 
other venues will not be counted toward the 16 hours required for the FREE Hands-On training. 
 

What does it cost: Fred and Troy Baird of Bac-Flo® Unlimited, Inc. donate their time and talent 
each year to the members of ABPA-SA and ABPA-CT to provide FREE training. 
 

How long is the class: The class is 8 hours from 8:00am to 5:00pm with an hour for lunch. 
 

Where do I get lunch: Bac-Flo® Unlimited provides Bar-B-Q lunch with all the trimmings for all 
attendees. 
 

How do I get CE hours: Attending ABPA Chapter (SA & CT) monthly meetings will generally earn 
you two CE hours per meeting, depending on the subject matter.  Occasionally a meeting may not 
qualify for any hours or may only qualify for one hour. 
 

How do I register for the Hands-On Training: Provide a printout of your TCEQ hours to 
register at one of the ABPA-SA monthly meetings or email Bac-Flo® Unlimited, Inc. F.baird@att.net 
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ABPA-SA Board of Directors 

 
2016 - 2017 

 
1) President –Brad Harrell 
 
2) Vice President – Bill Hamrick 
 
3) Immediate Past President – Troy Baird 
 
4) Treasurer – Jeff Hoffman 
 
5) Secretary – Greg Shean 
 

Special Officers to the Association 
 

6) SGT-AT-ARMS –Jeff Meeks 
 
7) Liaison to SAWS – James Cantrell 
 
8) Supply Officer – Troy Baird 
 
9) Gauge Testing and Certification – Carl Michaud  

Special Officer to Gauge T&C: Bill Hamrick 
 
10) Public Relations/ Speakers/ Program Topics – Manny Hernandez 
 
11) Webmaster – Matthew Wilgen 
 
 

Directors at Large 
 

Two-year term 
 

1. Fred Baird 
2. James Franco 
3. Robert Stricker 

 
 

One year term remaining 
 

4.  Gene Hinojosa 
5.  Ron Renouf 
6.  Frank Snyder 
 
 
 

 

 
 

NOTICE:  New Mail Address: ABPA-SA - P.O. Box 47820 - San Antonio, TX 78265 
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(*Buy the popular ‘BAC-FLO-5’ test kit, see course schedule, and much more on our website.  
For gauge certifications, call 210-698-0411 for weekly test times in Boerne, TX!) 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
“The Direct Connection” is published monthly 
and may be obtained from the www.abpa-sa.org 
website.  Opinions or facts within “The Direct 
Connection” are not necessarily representative of
the opinions of the American Backflow Prevention 
Association and may or may not represent an 
official policy.  Additionally, the opinions or facts of 
contributors or advertisers may or may not 
represent an official policy. 
 
Published by the ABPA-SA Chapter 
 
Editor:  Bill Hamrick 
 
Assistant Editor:  Bruce Rathburn 
 
Additional Editors: The entire Membership 
 
For further information about ABPA, contact: 
 

Bruce Rathburn – Past ABPA President 
americanbackflowh2o@gmail.com 
 
Troy Baird – ABPA Region 4 Director 
troybaird@gvtc.com  
 

8



 
 
 
 

FISHING EVENT 
 

NOVEMBER 3-4-5, 2017 
AR. FRI – LV. SUN.  

Where: Cast N’Stay – www.baffinbaytx.com/castnstay 
 Close to King’s Inn – Kingsville 

Date: Arrive Friday sometime – Leave Sun.  
 BBQ – Etc. -- Friday Eve. 
 Sat. Eve – Kings Inn – or Bring What You Want to Cook  
 
Pier Fishing Tournament Only:  
1st Largest Trout-50%  -- 2nd Largest Red 20%-- 
3rd Largest Flounder 20% -- 4th --Largest Trash Fish 10%--  
Weigh In: -- Sat. – Any Time 
Entry Fee: $20.00 per person  
 
 There is a 400’ lighted fishing pier  
 Fri. night Bar-B-Q (Bruce & Fred) and a Sat. night meal to be determined 
 The Fishing Tourn. will be based on Pier Fishing only.  
 Cabins rent for: 1-2 people - $150.00 per night and goes up $25.00 per person (plus 
Tax)  from there – 8 people (max. per cabin) – Usually about $45.00  per person per 
night – depending on numbers.  All cabins have A/C. 
 Guides charge a little more in Baffin due to having to haul in bait – Understand the 
guides charge anywhere from $500 – $750.00. If a group wants a guide for Sat. they 
need to book it. 
 “Cast n’Stay” – Baffin Bay -- has a web site that gives an overview of everything. 
Nice Facility. – We have the Pier to our group only – Nice!! 
 Dove Hunting Possible – See Bruce  

 
Please sign-in on sheet if you want to attend ––can assist with assigning 

participants to a cabin. -- Sorry Men only --  
* Fishing Event Fee will Depend on #’s attending and will be collected 
Sat. Eve. – This year we will not have the great meals provided by Greg 

– Bring Road Food  
 

- We do have a Great Time! - 
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Thanks to our ABPA-SA Sponsors 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FEBRUARY 2017 

JANUARY 2017 
 

 
Hugh Cunningham 

NOVEMBER 2016 
 

  

OCTOBER 2016 
 

 
 

PEPCO Sales & Marketing 

SEPTEMBER 2016 
 

 

AUGUST 2016 
 

 

JULY 2017 
 
 

 

JUNE 2017 
 
 

MAY 2017 
 
 

  

APRIL 2017 
 
 

  

 800-575-9618 

MARCH 2017 
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AUGUST 2017 
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EXCELLENCE MATTERS, SPECIFY IT!

Once again, Ames Knocks Out the Competition!Once again, Ames Knocks Out the Competition!

Choose the ChampionChoose the Champion

Ames delivers the USC approved
  12" SilverBullet™ Series 2000SS

double check assembly offering the
shortest lay length and best perform-
ance of any comparable valve on
the market today.

Our 12" SilverBullet™ is also 50%
lighter than other assemblies saving
you shipping and installation costs,
while providing maximum strength
and long-term protection with full
ASSE, UL, and USC Approvals.

For more information, visit our web site
at: www.amesfirewater.com

A Watts Water Technologies CompanyA Watts Water Technologies Company

12" Now
USC 

Approved!

13755 Benchmark    •    Dallas, TX 75234   •    (972) 852-3477    •    (800) 339-0191

Ad-Ames 2000SS_HughCunningham.indd   1 4/21/10   10:06:15 AM



 

 

 

 

APPLICATION FOR 
MEMBERSHIP 

  US Membership  $65 
  International Membership  $79 

  Sustaining Membership $300.00 
 New Member 

 Renewal - Member #______________ 
To join the American Backflow Prevention Association, simply fill out the 
membership application form and mail it with your check to the address listed 
below, or if paying by credit card you may fax the completed form to 
979.846.7607.  Local chapters have additional fees.  Below is a listing of 
chapters by region. To find out if there is a local chapter in your area, please 
review the chapter information on our website at abpa.org or call the National 
Office at 979.846.7606.  Membership in the Association constitutes paying 
National dues. 

 

Sustaining Member: 
• Must be a company or organization 
• Assign only one person as the member of ABPA 
• A Sustaining Member must submit a letter that 

designates their Voting Representative. 

 

Please Print Legibly or Type 

       
Mr., Mrs., Ms., etc  First Name  MI  Last Name (Include suffix) 

     
Organization (Agency/Firm)  Department/Division  Title 

 
Address: 

       
City:  State / Prov  Zip + 4 Code/Postal Code  Country 

     
Daytime Phone  Fax  Email 

                             ABPA-SA  $  60.00  
Local Chapter (if joining a local chapter)  Local Dues Amount 
 

Method of Payment 

 Charge     $ 125.00  to my   Visa    MasterCard    American Express    Discover    Check    Money Order    Invoice Me 

      
Credit Card Number  Card Expires (MM/YYYY)  CVC Number 

    
Name as it appears on card  Signature  
 

Additional Information 
How would you like to receive your 
Membership Renewal Invoice Notification?  Email      US Mail (Not available for International Membership) 

Local Chapter Dues Listed by Region 
 

REGION 1 
New England 
Rhode Island  
                        

REGION 2 
Virginia 
                   

REGION 3 
Carolinas 
Florida Suncoast                 
Peach State “1788” 
Tennessee 
 

REGION 4 
Arkansas 
Central Texas  
Corpus Christi   
Lower Rio Grande Valley  
North Texas                 
San Antonio    

 
$12.00 
18.00 

 

 
$25.00 

 

 
$10.00 
12.00 
30.00 
20.00 

 

 
$10.00 
20.00 
23.00 
25.00 
23.00
60.00 

 REGION 5 
Colorado 
Southeastern Colorado 
Utah 
 

REGION 6 
Arizona 
Central Coast 
Central Valley California 
Hawaii 
Silver State 
Southern California 
 

REGION 7 
Big Sky 
Idaho 
Oregon 
SRC4 
 

REGION 8 (USD) 
BCBPA (British Columbia) 

 
$15.00 
15.00 
12.00 

 

 
$20.00 
10.00 
10.00 
23.00 
23.00 
15.00 

 

 
$10.00 
10.00 
20.00 
20.00 

 

 
$26.00 

 REGION 9 (USD) 
Ontario 
 
REGION 10 
Wisconsin 
 

REGION 11 
Indiana 
Indiana BPA 
Michigan 
Northern Illinois 
Ohio 
 

REGION 12 
Central Missouri 
Eastern Nebraska 
Heart of America 
Panhandle 
Western Nebraska 

 
$50.00  

 

 
$10.00 

 

 
$  5.00 
25.00  
40.00 
23.00 
10.00 

 

 
$20.00 
10.00 
12.00 
5.00 
8.00 

Please make checks payable to:  ABPA 
342 N. Main Street, West Hartford CT 06117
979.846.7606 . Fax: 979.846.7607 
Email:  membership@abpa.org 

06.2016 
 



ABPA-S.A. Chapter 
P.O. Box 47820 
San Antonio, TX  78265 
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