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Twelve States Earn Failing Grades for Lead In School Drinking Water 
 

A new report shines a light on lead-contamination of drinking water in schools, highlighting how poor 
policymaking at the state and federal level poses a threat to children in various states. 
 

The report released last month by the Environment America Research & Policy Center reviewed policies in 
15 states for how well they protect children from lead contamination of drinking water at schools. 
 

California, Connecticut, Georgia, Florida, Maryland, Maine, Pennsylvania, Ohio, Oregon, Texas, 
Washington, and Wisconsin all earned "F" grades. 
 

Illinois and Massachusetts earned “D” grades. 
 

New Jersey earned a “C-” grade, and New York earned a “C.” 
 

The report called on federal policymakers to strengthen the Lead and Copper Rule. It also highlighted policy 
gaps contributing to the problem in schools: 
 

• Several states have no requirements for schools and pre-schools to address the threat of lead in 
drinking water; and  

• Of the few states with applicable laws, most follow flaws in the federal rules — relying on testing 
instead of prevention, and using standards that allow health-threatening levels of lead to persist in 
our children’s water at school. 

 

Washington, D.C., earned a “B” for proposed regulations. The district is “considering an ordinance that 
would not only set the standard for lead at one part per billion for schools but also require installing certified 
filters at all outlets used for drinking or cooking in schools,” the report said. 
 

John Rumpler, Clean Water Program director for Environment America and the report’s co-author, said lead 
poses a major threat to children. 
 

“It is estimated that 24 million children across the country will lose IQ points due to low levels of lead 
exposure,” he said, per Illinois News Connection. “That is a really serious, widespread problem, not just a 
few cities, all across the country.” 
 

In response to the report, the Asbury Park Press listed examples of school lead problems in New Jersey: 
 

• Newark Public Schools, the largest district in the state, shut off water fountains at 30 school 
buildings a year ago; 

• High lead was detected at multiple faucets in four schools in Toms River; 
• One of three locations that tested high in Middletown schools last year was an elementary school 

fountain; 
• Voluntary testing in Parsippany led one school to shut down its drinking fountains and bring in 

bottled water for students; and 
• Water at 14 of the 181 locations tested in New Brunswick schools exceed safe levels. 

By Sara Jerome Water Online 
 
Tip of the day: Do not coil the bleed hose on your backflow test gauge around the gauge 
during or after the test because water will be trapped in the bleed hose and not allow the water to 
drain out of the gauge after the test. 



April Meeting Details 
 
Meetings of the San Antonio Chapter ABPA 
are usually held the second Thursday of every 
month except December.  Dinner and 
refreshments are served at 6:00 p.m. sharp 
with the meeting starting at 6:30.  The next 
meeting is: 
 
Date: Thursday, April 13, 2017 
 
Time: 5:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. 

 
Location: SAWS Bldg 2   Conference Room 
  2800 US Hwy 281 North. 
 
Program:  Specialty Backflow Repair Tools 
  Mark Inman – American Backflow 
     
Meal Sponsor: American Backflow Products 

Company 
 

No alcoholic beverages 
allowed by 

TCEQ 
 
Next Meeting:  May 11, 2017 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Meeting April Agenda 
 
5:00 p.m. Room setup  
 
5:15 p.m. General discussion with membership in 

attendance. 
 
5:16 p.m. Continue discussion with members present 

about any topic of interest.  
 
5:20 p.m. Continue discussion with members present 

about any topic of interest. 
 
5:25 p.m. Supply Officer’s Report 
 
5:30 p.m. Vice President’s, Directors, and any other 

reports for the good of the chapter. 
Comments, new business, any discussion. 

 
5:40 p.m. Training Report.  Training & Meal Sponsors 
 
5:45 p.m. Webmaster Report 
 
5:50 p.m. President’s Report.  New & old business 
 
6:00 p.m. Meal is served. 
 
6:30 p.m. General Membership Meeting 
 

1. Gauges to be tested. Carl Michaud- Bill Hamrick 
2. First time attendees or visitors (get w/Jeff 

Hoffman for membership application) 
3. Irrigator’s Report.  Ron Renouf 
4. Anything from the Directors Meeting.  Troy Baird 
5. Election of Officers & Directors in October 
6. City, regional, and national reports.  Bruce 

Rathburn and any City personnel present 
7. Supply Officer Report.  Troy Baird 
8. Training program for the evening. 
9. Raffle prize announcement. 

 
Ongoing Goals of ABPA-SA Chapter 

 
1. Educational Outreach with public by 

presenting at PHCC meetings, engineering 
firms, schools, and neighborhood 
associations.  Continuing goal. 

 

2. Greater use of TCEQ website.  Tracking of 
CEUs, Services available.  Personal 
education. 

 

3. Increase member awareness of importance 
of chapter meetings.  Increase attendance 
and public awareness. 

 

4. Increase website resource information. 
More detailed links to more information like 
TCEQ, COSA, and any place that would be 
helpful to our members 

 

Big Thanks to 
 

Morrison Supply Company for 
providing our meal for the March
meeting.  
 

Morrison Supply Company for 
the two Olive Garden gift 
Certificates for the raffle. 
 

Bill Hamrick for providing the 
training on “How backflow test 
gauges work and why they need 
to be Certified every year”.  He 
also described how to care for 
test gauges for accurate and 
trouble free testing.  
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"Direct Talk" by the President  
 

Our San Antonio ABPA Chapter had a booth at the conference with our one and only “Fred”, the 
peeing dog, on display.  “Fred” was talking and was a big hit with many of the attendees and 
vendors.  Several of our members attended the conference, including myself.  If you weren’t there, 
you missed an excellent conference with many informative sessions.  I would like to thank Greg for 
the chocolates in the candy bowl and the hours of manning our booth in addition to helping set up 
the booth on Sunday afternoon and packing it up on Tuesday afternoon. 

Brad Harrell  
 
 
Here is a good website for emergency information: www.sanantonio.gov/emergency/ Check it out. 
 
 

Chapter Chatter      by Greg Shean, Secretary 
 
The March Meal 
 

King Ranch Chicken, which was a casserole w/ chicken breast on noodles, corn, mashed 
potatoes, side salad, 100% wheat roll, tea, and cookies. 
 

April meeting menu: Picadillo Plate w/Spanish rice, refried beans, hot sauce, lettuce, tomato, two 
flour tortillas, tea, and cookies. 
 
PHCC/ABPA/ASPE Sporting Clays 
 

This year’s shoot was held in the afternoon on Thursday, March 9th at the National Shooting 
Complex (NSC), 5931 Roft Road, San Antonio.  Okay, Thursday takes more than a Kitchen Pass 
but also a Work Pass.  If you own a shotgun, you missed something great.  The PHCC puts on a 
great show.  Super weapon raffle items.  Also, many other smaller items and food gift certificates 
so that at least a third of the folks won something.  I won a $15 Panera Bread certificate.  My wife 
and I served up 24 quarts of rubbed, smoked, backed, shredded pork, with my Texas BBQ sauce 
mixed in and thicker BBQ sauce to be added (only scraps left), 5 types of buns; 18 quarts of pork 
(6#) and beans (Almost gone. The pork was cherry picked); “Tail Gate Meat (bacon and ground 
beef) and Beans (been doing this one since 1980); slaw (3 heads w/vinegar sauce (about 3 quarts 
left), and bread pudding and whiskey sauce.  We didn’t serve until about 4:30.  This meal was a 
self-served buffet.  Next year – plan to be there at least for this $10 meal and bring some beer.  I 
can’t do this forever – will be 70 in June.  
 
American Backflow Prevention Association 2017 Education Conference & Trade Show 
 

The Conference will be from April 3rd thru 5th at the Wyndham (formerly Crowne Plaza where we 
hosted it in 2006).   Anyone remember the trip to Knibbe Ranch for BBQ and the Silver Star 
dancers?   National ABPA just confirmed that 217 have signed up.   San Antonio set a record of 
305 when we hosted it in 2006 when National boasted over 4,000 members. Now with about 1,500 
members, 217 sign up for San Antonio.  What is it about San Antonio that others see in San 
Antonio that we take for granted?   There has been an incredible amount of e-mails between our 
chapter and ABPA National on how this conference was planned, chapter participation, financed, 
and conducted.   National values our opinion and support as they claimed us being, “our strongest 
chapter.”  Before National, we were and still are.  
 
Fishing Trip 
 

It’s early but it will be the same as last year in date (Columbus Day weekend), place (Cast ‘n Stay), 
food (yours truly), fun (your buds), and probably fishing success (guaranteed by Fred).  
 
 3



MINUTES 
SAN ANTONIO CHAPTER-ABPA 

GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
Thursday, March 9, 2017 

 

Brad Harrell, president, presided over and opened the San Antonio Chapter-ABPA General Membership 
meeting starting at 6:31 pm, in the Tower 2 Conference Room at HQ SAWS. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICERS - PRESENT EXECUTIVE OFFICERS - ABSENT 
Brad Harrell - President Greg Shean – Secretary 
Bill Hamrick – Vice President  
Jeff Hoffman –Treasurer  
Troy Baird – Past President  

OFFICERS SPECIAL TO THE CHAPTER - 
PRESENT 

OFFICERS SPECIAL TO THE CHAPTER - 
ABSENT 

Bill Hamrick – Gauge Testing & Certification  
Carl Michaud - Special Officer to Gauge Testing 
and Certification 

 

Troy Baird - Supply Officer  
Manny Hernandez – Public Relations/ Speakers/ 
Program Topics 

 

Jeff Meeks - Sgt. At Arms  
Matthew Wilgen – Webmaster  
Bruce Rathburn – Liaison to SAWS  
 

DIRECTORS AT LARGE - PRESENT DIRECTORS AT LARGE - ABSENT 
Robert Stricker James Franco 
Carl Michaud Ron Renouf 
Gene Hinojosa Fred Baird 
Frank Snyder GUESTS PRESENT:  None 
 

Agenda Item #1. Secretary’s Report: The March General Meeting minutes were in the April newsletter.  Jeff 
made a motion to accept the minutes.  Seconded and passed.  INFO.  
 

Agenda Item #2.  Supply Officer Report: Supply Officer Report: Troy said he has 45 caps, 11 denim shirts, 
3 t-shirts, 2 polo shirts, 7 jackets, and 230 decals. Decals are now free.  INFO.   
 

Agenda Item #3. Meal Sponsor:  Morrison Supply is sponsoring the meal of King Ranch chicken with gravy 
on noodles, mashed potatoes, corn, and cookies. INFO. 
 

Agenda Item #4. Raffle: Morrison Supply is providing two $25 Olive Garden gift certificates.   INFO.  
 

Agenda Item #5. PHCC Clay Shoot:  This event was held at the National Shoot Complex on March 9th. 
The ABPA-SA did the post shooting reception meal like last year,, this year, included pulled pork, instead of 
paying for a food truck.  Greg could not make the meeting because of meal clean-up.  INFO. 
 

Agenda Item #6. ABPA 2017 Education Conference and Trade Show - April 3 to 5.  Troy reported that 
about 140 have signed up.  The chapter and Bac-Flo Unlimited will have booths. Bruce, Troy, Fred, and 
TCEQ will be giving presentations. National is working on TCEQ approval for CEUs.  Bruce is pushing 
SAWS to have all of the Backflow Section employees being able to attend the conference.  INFO. 
 

Agenda Item #7. Chapter Concerns:  Jeff described how the chapter and National are working to resolve 
the membership and the timeliness of chapter receiving their share of the dues.  Chapter members will now 
be sent to the National ABPA.  INFO.  
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Agenda Item #8. Irrigation Report: No report. 
 

Agenda Item #9. SAWS Report:   Bruce talked about the importance of testing versus pencil whipping a 
report and who is now put at risk because of it.  He provided the information of the SAWS new shutoff 
process when people fail to provide test reports in a timely manner.  INFO.  
 

Agenda Item #10. Backflow Training: Bill Hamrick went into details on the gauge components, how the 
diaphragm assembly is protected from high pressure, and how the gauge changes linear to rotary motion 
for the indicator.  All was summarized in animation.  He described the different movements, types of 
sensors, and the differences between the digital and mechanical gauges.  One gauge is not better than the 
other and choice is left to tester preference.  All styles create the same end results.  He described how to 
take care of your gauge: flush test cocks, open test cocks slowly with test kit bleed valves open, protect 
gauges with filters, buy an adapter with a filter in it if your hoses do not have filters.  He showed pictures of 
several gauges that had metal and Teflon particles inside because of no filters on the hoses.  He explained 
to only close valves finger tight – do not over tighten – drip tight only until drip stops, open bleed valves 
slowly, and bring pressure in slowly. After use, open all valves and drain the test kit, leave valves open, 
protect from freezing and transport with care.  For long-term storage: open all valves and pump out water 
with compressed air.  Store with valves open.  Bill described the reason why the calibration standard gauge 
needs have the same pressure range as the gauge being tested and needs to be at least four times more 
accurate than the gauge being checked. The test gauge calibration must be traceable to N.I.S.T and be 
checked annually. Test kit calibration certification is necessary to protect our drinking water!! 
 

It was moved the meeting be adjourned.  Seconded and passed.  Meeting adjourned at 8:10 for the raffle.  
 

 
Greg Shean 
Secretary 
ABPA San Antonio Chapter 
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ABPA-SA Board of Directors 

 
2016 - 2017 

 
1) President –Brad Harrell 
 
2) Vice President – Bill Hamrick 
 
3) Immediate Past President – Troy Baird 
 
4) Treasurer – Jeff Hoffman 
 
5) Secretary – Greg Shean 
 

Special Officers to the Association 
 

6) SGT-AT-ARMS –Jeff Meeks 
 
7) Liaison to SAWS – Bruce Rathburn 
 
8) Supply Officer – Troy Baird 
 
9) Gauge Testing and Certification – Carl Michaud  

Special Officer to Gauge T&C: Bill Hamrick 
 
10) Public Relations/ Speakers/ Program Topics – Manny Hernandez 
 
11) Webmaster – Matthew Wilgen 
 
 

Directors at Large 
 

Two-year term 
 

1. Fred Baird 
2. James Franco 
3. Robert Stricker 

 
 

One year term remaining 
 

4.  Gene Hinojosa 
5.  Ron Renouf 
6.  Frank Snyder 
 
 
 

 

 
 

NOTICE:  New Mail Address: ABPA-SA - P.O. Box 47820 - San Antonio, TX 78265 
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(*Buy the popular ‘BAC-FLO-5’ test kit, see course schedule, and much more on our website.  
For gauge certifications, call 210-698-0411 for weekly test times in Boerne, TX!) 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 
“The Direct Connection” is published monthly 
and may be obtained from the www.abpa-sa.org 
website.  Opinions or facts within “The Direct 
Connection” are not necessarily representative of
the opinions of the American Backflow Prevention 
Association and may or may not represent an 
official policy.  Additionally, the opinions or facts of 
contributors or advertisers may or may not 
represent an official policy. 
 
Published by the ABPA-SA Chapter 
 
Editor:  Bill Hamrick 
 
Assistant Editor:  Bruce Rathburn 
 
Additional Editors:  The entire Membership 
 
For further information about ABPA, contact: 
Bruce Rathburn 
2800 US Hwy 281 North 
San Antonio, TX  78212 
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Thanks to our ABPA-SA Sponsors 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SEPTEMBER 2016 
 

AUGUST 2016 
 

JULY 2016 
 

 
 

JUNE 2016 

MAY 2016 
 

 
 Backflow Test Gauges 

APRIL 2016 
 
 

 MARCH 2017 
 

 

FEBRUARY 2017 

JANUARY 2017 
 

 
Hugh Cunningham 

NOVEMBER 2016 
 

  

OCTOBER 2016 
 

 
 

 PEPCO Sales & Marketing 

8

APRIL 2017 
 
 

   

 800-575-9618 
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EXCELLENCE MATTERS, SPECIFY IT!

Once again, Ames Knocks Out the Competition!Once again, Ames Knocks Out the Competition!

Choose the ChampionChoose the Champion

Ames delivers the USC approved
  12" SilverBullet™ Series 2000SS

double check assembly offering the
shortest lay length and best perform-
ance of any comparable valve on
the market today.

Our 12" SilverBullet™ is also 50%
lighter than other assemblies saving
you shipping and installation costs,
while providing maximum strength
and long-term protection with full
ASSE, UL, and USC Approvals.

For more information, visit our web site
at: www.amesfirewater.com

A Watts Water Technologies CompanyA Watts Water Technologies Company

12" Now
USC 

Approved!

13755 Benchmark    •    Dallas, TX 75234   •    (972) 852-3477    •    (800) 339-0191

Ad-Ames 2000SS_HughCunningham.indd   1 4/21/10   10:06:15 AM



 

 

 

 

APPLICATION FOR 
MEMBERSHIP 

  US Membership  $65 
  International Membership  $79 

  Sustaining Membership $300.00 
 New Member 

 Renewal - Member #______________ 
To join the American Backflow Prevention Association, simply fill out the 
membership application form and mail it with your check to the address listed 
below, or if paying by credit card you may fax the completed form to 
979.846.7607.  Local chapters have additional fees.  Below is a listing of 
chapters by region. To find out if there is a local chapter in your area, please 
review the chapter information on our website at abpa.org or call the National 
Office at 979.846.7606.  Membership in the Association constitutes paying 
National dues. 

 

Sustaining Member: 
• Must be a company or organization 
• Assign only one person as the member of ABPA 
• A Sustaining Member must submit a letter that 

designates their Voting Representative. 

 

Please Print Legibly or Type 

       
Mr., Mrs., Ms., etc  First Name  MI  Last Name (Include suffix) 

     
Organization (Agency/Firm)  Department/Division  Title 

 
Address: 

       
City:  State / Prov  Zip + 4 Code/Postal Code  Country 

     
Daytime Phone  Fax  Email 

                             ABPA-SA  $  60.00  
Local Chapter (if joining a local chapter)  Local Dues Amount 
 

Method of Payment 

 Charge     $ 125.00  to my   Visa    MasterCard    American Express    Discover    Check    Money Order    Invoice Me 

      
Credit Card Number  Card Expires (MM/YYYY)  CVC Number 

    
Name as it appears on card  Signature  
 

Additional Information 
How would you like to receive your 
Membership Renewal Invoice Notification?  Email      US Mail (Not available for International Membership) 

Local Chapter Dues Listed by Region 
 

REGION 1 
New England 
Rhode Island  
                        

REGION 2 
Virginia 
                   

REGION 3 
Carolinas 
Florida Suncoast                 
Peach State “1788” 
Tennessee 
 

REGION 4 
Arkansas 
Central Texas  
Corpus Christi   
Lower Rio Grande Valley  
North Texas                 
San Antonio    

 
$12.00 
18.00 

 

 
$25.00 

 

 
$10.00 
12.00 
30.00 
20.00 

 

 
$10.00 
20.00 
23.00 
25.00 
23.00
60.00 

 REGION 5 
Colorado 
Southeastern Colorado 
Utah 
 

REGION 6 
Arizona 
Central Coast 
Central Valley California 
Hawaii 
Silver State 
Southern California 
 

REGION 7 
Big Sky 
Idaho 
Oregon 
SRC4 
 

REGION 8 (USD) 
BCBPA (British Columbia) 

 
$15.00 
15.00 
12.00 

 

 
$20.00 
10.00 
10.00 
23.00 
23.00 
15.00 

 

 
$10.00 
10.00 
20.00 
20.00 

 

 
$26.00 

 REGION 9 (USD) 
Ontario 
 
REGION 10 
Wisconsin 
 

REGION 11 
Indiana 
Indiana BPA 
Michigan 
Northern Illinois 
Ohio 
 

REGION 12 
Central Missouri 
Eastern Nebraska 
Heart of America 
Panhandle 
Western Nebraska 

 
$50.00  

 

 
$10.00 

 

 
$  5.00 
25.00  
40.00 
23.00 
10.00 

 

 
$20.00 
10.00 
12.00 
5.00 
8.00 

Please make checks payable to:  ABPA 
342 N. Main Street, West Hartford CT 06117
979.846.7606 . Fax: 979.846.7607 
Email:  membership@abpa.org 

06.2016 
 



ABPA-S.A. Chapter 
P.O. Box 47820 
San Antonio, TX  78265 
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